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Your Next Eagle 

 

Your next Eagle should reach your mailbox by November 1. 

Major breaking Landings news, as always,  is posted at:  

                                 www.LandingsEagle.com 

The full issue is posted on the site the 1st of each month.  
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Drainage Maintenance Moves Forward 
This report includes significant actions from both the August 

and September 2007 LMA monthly meetings.  

The Presidentôs Reports included:   

Chair of the drainage committee, Jack Jost, submitted a re-

vised maintenance drainage plan for the Eagles Nest Area. It 

is the third plan and thought to be the most efficient, practi-

cal and workable solution. A diagram and description are on 

page 2.  Total cost will be about $50,000.  

A request to look into adding vegetation to a Landings lake 

to assist in preventing fertilizer flow into the lake and there-

fore the bay will be studied.  More information will be forth-

coming. 

A committee will be formed meeting the requirements to 

hear cases of speeding and other violations.  

Argus, the LMA professional management company, in-

formed the President they would be begin charging $1.00 

per month, per box for document storage.  The board agreed 

it is still economical at that price and storage there would 

continue. 

A survey has been authorized, at a cost of $750, for the main 

gate building.  It is intended to determine exactly the extent 

to which moderate expansion and remodeling can occur.  

In other reports: 

Work on the budget for 2008 has begun. A very preliminary 
budget can be found on page 20.  Details, additions and sub-
tractions will be discussed at the October 4 meeting.  It will 
be finalized for a vote by association presidents at the       

'Okd`rd rdd ƏKL@Ɛ o`fd3) 

    LHA Seats New Board Member 
 

Our report covers the September and August meetings of the 

LHA.  

At the July meeting the board cast a vote to remove a mem-

ber, Howard Feltman, because he had missed three consecutive 

meetings. An amendment to the bylaws is 

actually worded so that missing three con-

secutive meetings is considered an 

ñautomatic resignation.ò  Therefore no vote 

was required.  The vote was therefore re-

scinded but the action remains because of its 

automatic status.  

No applicants for the position to replace 

Feltman were forthcoming, so the Broad ap-

proved a submission for the last open seat  

pending her acceptance.  The September 

meeting formally welcomes Jane Hyslop a 

Pine Harrier Drive homeowner, to the Board. 

Acting Board President, Bill Whitman expressed concern 

both new and veteran Landings homeowners are not complying 

with regulations requiring LHA Board approval  before certain 

(Continued on page 2) 

Jane Hyslop 
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Exceptional service and profes-
sionalism along with creativity 
and enthusiasm distinguishes 
Barbara. Her background in-
cludes being a successful busi-
ness owner on St. Armands Cir-
cle and a Top Producer for Lee 
Wetherington Homes, along with 
serving on the board of the Junior 
League. Barbara has earned the 
company's prestigious Masters 
Circle award and has been a 
resident of Sarasota for 29 years. 

                                                         
   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 

"Island Style" custom built home with dramatic open floor plan - bamboo floors, spacious gourmet kitchen, on a 
tropical canal with boat dock - 2 blocks from Siesta Key 

Beach.  
   A casual ambiance throughout with oversize rooms, 3 

bedrooms plus office and exercise room. A spiral staircase 
leads to roof top deck for sunset viewing. Best waterfront 
value on Siesta Key!  
   Breakfast Bar, Comb Kitchen/Family Room, Utility In 
Living Area, Walk-In Closets, Wood Cabinets, Window 

Coverings. 
    Comb Living/Dining Room, Crown Molding, Great 

Room, Kitchen Updated, Open Plan, Pantry  

5412 Avenida Del Mar Dr. 

  $959,000  

Best Waterfront Value on Siesta Key  

modifications to a residence may be made.  At their request we 

are publishing a ñshortò version of those rules on page 12  Vio-

lating them can be a very costly mistake! They are based on the 

covenants originally generated  by the developer with occa-

sional amendments since.  Those documents can be found at 

www.LandingsEagle.com.  We believe them to be up to date, 

but offer no guarantee.  

Routine matters at both meetings dealt primarily with archi-

tectural and landscape issues.  The board requested letters of 

violation be sent to property owners with the following defi-

ciencies: 

A Peregrine Point Way home for construction of a chain link 

fence without prior approval by the Board.  There have, to 

date, been no chain link fences permitted in The Landings 

homeowners area.  They were asked to replace the fence and 

have agreed to do so. 

A Landings Way home has allegedly begun work  on sub 

dividing their garage.  This is in violation because it received 

no prior approval by the Board and is counter to the cove-

nants requirement  requiring two car garages (whether or not 

two cars can be contained in it).  

Letters were requested for several other properties not keep-

ing landscaping up to standards.  

Concern was expressed recently about foreclosed upon prop-

erties needing maintenance attention.  The matter will be dis-

cussed with the appropriate lenders. 

Other items handled at the meeting include: 

'ƏKG@Ɛ eqnl o`fd1) 

Authorization was given the Treasurer (a non board member) 

to shift funds from the current bank to one offering substan-

tially better rates for the LHAôs CDs. 

A board member suggested the LHA annual assessment was 

quite low and should be increased.  The general consensus 

was to wait and base any such increase on the annual budget 

requirements.  The LHA balance sheet shows substantial con-

tingency funds available. 

Three  new property owners and one renter were welcomed 

to the community after the required new resident interview. 

The Board voted several months ago to support efforts to save 

natural resources.  They asked The Eagle to print material re-

garding use of alternatives to incandescent lighting for energy 

efficiency.  Due to space limitations it could not be run in this 

issue but will be seen in a forthcoming issue. 
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November 1 meeting. Resident comments 
are invited.  They may, however, be limited 
as the covenants place the voting rights in 
the hands of the association presidents.  The 

best way to object to sections of the 
budget, or propose new items is to have 
them presented by your association presi-
dent. 
Safety and Security reported on the first 
round of speed patrolling. (see page 6)After 
the first week the violators names  will be 
turned over to the Covenant Enforcement 
Committee to determine further actions.  
They can be fined or brought to hearing.  
An impartial  (not related to the LMA board 
itself) committee of three plus an alternate, 
have agreed to serve on the Hearing Com-
mittee if needed. 
A resident has complained Waste Manage-
ment comes into The Landings prior to per-
mitted hours for workers.  They find the 
noise disturbing.  It was explained the cove-
nants do not cover such county services. 
Contracts will be let soon for the completion of road work 
from the north gate to the Trail. Total cost will be about 
$85,000.  Some have questioned what portion this cost would 
be paid by Landings Plaza businesses since they make exten-
sive use of the road.  President Capo indicated the shopping 
center is assessed approximately $10,000 annually for Land-
ings Plaza and adequately covering services including the 
infrequent repaving. 
The PR committee requested a clarification of the exact rou-

'ƏKL@Ɛeqnl o`fd1) 

tine the gate follows   when someone comes to the gate seek-
ing entry.  The issue was raised because at least one resident 
has noticed they are not getting calls on each entry even 
though the individuals are not on the ñpermanentò list. 
At an earlier meeting it was proposed a blue line be painted 
from the gate to the Racquet club  to help guest find the club.  
It was raised again as old business.  A motion was made to 
paint the right hand side line blue the next time line painting 
took place.  The motion was defeated, leaving directions to 
the Club dependant on signs.. 

Superimposed over aerial shotðEagleôs Area Drainage Maintenance PlanðShown on Landings plat 
While on existing easements homeowners involved have been consulted and are in agreement 
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The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet 
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents.  The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.  
  

Editor and Publisher:  Irwin Starr   Sales Director:  Ms. Charlie Valentine. 
The Landings Eagle  © Irwin Starr, 2007, Sarasota FL 

Thanks this month to:  Barbara Pendrell,   Dick Lutz, Marilyn Newman,  Ralph & Dee  Ricapito, Barbara Martin,  Kevin Lechlitner, Carl 

Zeisler,  Scott Diamond, Joe Venezia , Leslie McLean, Len Gumley, Toni Anthony, Dorothy Spelman. Bill Whitman, Fritz Drybrough, Don Smally,  

Jules Chawkins,  Gordon Garrett, Al Weeks, Sara Rhodes, Jack Jost, Bob Capo,  Bev Leidel,  Barbara Shock, Lee Morgenlander, Dick Bayles, 

Larry Fleming, Charlie Valentine  ð Forgive us if we missed youðbut please let us know. 

Editorial Resident Opinion 

Editor: 

    I was surprised to read in your August-September issue that 

unpaid racquet club dues of three members have been referred 

to a collection agency.  In the history of The Landings this is 

probably a first. 

    LRC dues are  a personal obligation and an assessment 

against the member's property.  Delinquent dues and late 

charges, along with lawyers' fees and expenses in any legal 

proceeding brought by LRC to collect, are included in the 

amount payable by the member and are a lien against the prop-

erty.  In the past, when delinquent members were reminded of 

these facts they managed to come up with the money, either 

before or after the club engaged a lawyer.  There was no loss of 

revenue to the club. 

    As a member I have three concerns.  1.  Is it an embarrass-

ment for the club to resort to the tactics used by collection 

agencies against our own members?..2.  Does the collection 

agency deduct its fee from the dues and late charges it collects 

for the club?  3.  Does the involvement of a collection agency 

unnecessarily damage the member's credit standing?     

            Bob Greenfield   

 

To the Editor, 

We are getting closer to decision making time on what to do 

with the óEagle Preserveô area.  The drainage studies are done 

and the plans are getting initiated.  This is on ALL the Landinôs 

dime (over $15,000 so far).  Next comes taking care of the 

flora, and here, I reiterate a former stance: this area is sur-

rounded by about 30 homes, out of the seven hundred plus 

Landin property owners who are being asked to fund a 

ñbackyard renovation.ò   

I restate my point: ñunless we all have access ï probably a 

scenic path within that acreage ï I donôt believe we should all 

be paying for the landscaping.ò  I picked my home, and the 

price was predicated partially on my yard.  If I sell, again the 

yard will be of a particular value.  I get the benefit of my yard, 

and I pay for all the expenses.  The owners whose yards are on 

the óEagles Preserveô are the only (current) ones benefiting 

from access and view it provides. 

Perhaps the ópreserveô designation can be restated to benefit 

all of us, and still protect the homeowners there.  What if there 

were a óscenicô path, but that it is placed outside a buffer 25 feet 

from each property line.  They get their privacy, they get the 

preserve tended at our expense, and we get a new, private, walk 

in a nature preserve.  Win, win.  How about it? 

Richard Greene,  Pine Harrier Circle 

 

To the LRC Community, 

Unfortunately, many of the supporters do not have the time to 

write, therefore, on behalf of the many, we would like to openly IPS 

Itôs seems like a very quiet summer around the Land-

ings until you look around at the amazing number of ac-

complishments and changes, virtually all improvement 

over the status quo. 

The efforts of an ad hoc committee to muster support 

both inside and outside The Landings for continuing im-

provements in Phillippi Shores Park show what a few 

people can do when the mindset is progress, not listing 

the reasons things canôt be done. All at no cost to prop-

erty owners! 

The first steps have been taken to improve the of the 

main entry gate.  Donôt you have second thoughts sitting 

under the roof on the entry side and glancing up at those 

precarious looking tiles?  The place is 26 years old and 

virtually without renovation.  Canôt say that for most kitch-

ens in The Landings 

An effort is finally underway to put some teeth in traffic 

control. The radar gun and first hand observation of 

ñsloppy stoppersò verifies the need. 

The Drainage Committee has come up with what they 

believe is the final plan for drainage relief of the Eagleôs 

Nest Area.  

It appears the result of longer term budget planning will 

allow several major projects with little or no increase in 

LMA fees next year.  Instead of budgeting to ñspend as 

little as possibleò they budgeted for what needs to be 

done to upkeep The Landings with minimal emergency 

spending.  

The new delay devices on the gates have do the job of 

slowing down entry speeds ï though the one on the main 

entry gate could use a smidgen of an adjustment to less 

delay. 

The LRC has a new exercise room, a new initiation fee 

plan to encourage more new members from within The 

Landings; a social committee that seems fast out of the 

starting gate. 

The new tennis pro has come on the scene and quickly 

instituted a new series of events, including training for 

kids. 

And, according to the real estate folks home sales seem 

to be picking up in The Landings.  Hopefully condo re-

sales wonôt be too far behind. 

The Landings, all in all not a bad place to live, and get-

ting better all the time through the volunteer hard work by 

some of our residents.   
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Resident Opinion A Critical Eye - Commentary 
                       Fritz Drybrough 

Thanks to so many friends 

for all the kind comments 

regarding the interview I did 

with the Editor and friend, 

Irwin Starr. Since it is a rarity 

that I ever hear much about 

what I write, I was over-

whelmed by more than 25 

responses. I must admit that I 

was a bit dubious when the 

project was suggested to me 

because it seemed so self-centered, but based on the feed back, 

I know it was the right thing to do. I even received a wonderful 

email from a friend at Sarasota Memorial Hospital suggesting 

that my doctor have the article copied and placed in his waiting 

room as an inspirational piece for the many other patients. 

I suppose our attitude has a lot to do with our health ï both 

physically and mentally. When we age, our bodies develop 

problems and pain which is sometimes unavoidable ï it just 

happens. If we are fortunate to be surrounded by friends and 

family who really care about us, then we are truly rich in spirit. 

But our attitude about how we approach the problems of ageing 

has much to do with the ñqualityò of life that we have left. A 

positive outlook and being able to ñsee the glass as half full 

rather than half emptyò will carry us through many things we 

might be inclined to think of as impossible. 

 
 

Eagle Submission Policies 
 

   Resident Opinion and Guest Commentary are intended for use by Landings residents. Exceptions may be made for matters of importance to Landings residents.    

Anonymous letters are acceptable only in the Off My Chest feature and are subject to the guidelines of that feature. Personal attacks  not acceptable. 
Eagle Obituary Policy 

We carry obituary notices of any Landings resident at the request of a relative or close friend.  Please supply a good quality picture (it can be returned) 
and appropriate copy - which may be edited. If received by the 12th of the month it will appear the following month.  There is no charge.  

  All Submissions    
   Submissions to The Eagle should be in writing, typed and e-mailed, if possible, to insure accuracy.  All material  must be clearly identified with a 
contact person and phone number for verification or elaboration. 
   Addresses and phone numbers will not be published without authorôs permission. 
   Opinions expressed in  creative work, cartoons, personal commentary, letters or Off My Chest  are the opinions of the author, and not  necessarily 
The Eagle.  By-lined reporter material is subject to editing for accuracy and lack of bias. 
   All submissions are subject  to editing. Submissions are due by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
 
   Submit to: E-Mail:  LandingsEagle@comcast.net   Mail: The Landings Eagle,   5164 Kestral Park Terrace, Sarasota FL 34231 Phone: (941) 925-8559  

thank Bonnie Dombrosky for her fortitude and her heartfelt 

caring for those of us who utilize the now new and truly a 

ñFitness Center.ò We would also thank her husband Robert who 

stood beside her and supported her throughout the process. 

It was shameful to watch the process, which was truly based 

out of need, safety and years of neglect, develop to such a point 

that many of us were called upon to actually demonstrate and 

attest to the support that was required to see this project to its 

fruition. Even with the data supporting the Gyms utilization and 

testimony to the state of the equipment ï ñthe project narrowly 

passed the approval process?ò A shameful ordeal to witness!!! 

I for one pay the full dues at the club every year and unfortu-

nately because of our busy schedules my wife and I have been 

unable to play tennis, a sport we both enjoy, for over a year and 

a half. However, we both have always utilized the gym, as do 

many others, and consider it part of our membership. At one 

point and out of sheer frustration of the neglected conditions 

that existed and the accelerating deterioration, I was going to 

give up my membership totally and lose my original up-front 

membership fee, only to some day pay it again to rejoin. 

If it werenôt for Bonnie I would have and one more family 

would have been lost among the many that have yet to join for 

many of the same reasons. The club in general is not family-

user-friendly but perhaps this is the first step in the right direc-

tion spearheaded by one individual but supported by many. 

Perhaps now we can get the TV fixed and install a security 

camera linked to the gate house so nothing gets stolen. 

Oh well - I guess its time now for others to do what Bonnie 

Dombrosky has done so the new ñFitness Centerò is not ne-

glected again. 

Please do not turn down the air conditioning to save 

moneyééé. 

David Jacaruso,  Landings Terrace 

 

Policy Statement 
Several articles in this monthôs issue report news not using the 

name of the residents involved. These include auto accidents,  
and homeowner covenant infractions. While we feel reporting 
such incidents is important The Landings Eagle is not interested 
in embarrassing individual property owners or residents.  There-
fore, as a general rule, we do not name specific individuals or 
address.  We will occasionally identify by street, not street num-
ber.  If an incident gets to the point of costing  Landinôs associa-
tions out of pocket cash for litigation, or individuals are brought 
to an association hearing, The Eagle will generally use the indi-
vidualôs name.  

Gettinô It Off My Chest!  
   The Eagle  prints items from Landins without 

attribution as long as they are not specific enough 

to identify individuals, addresses, companies, etc.   
They are printed as received except for minor 

editing to insure clarity.   

   Send to: LandingsEagle@comcast.net.  Your name and phone number are 
required on the submission, but we will not print them.   

 

 

J Everyone Must Be HappyðNo Letters  
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Tuesday Morning, September 4 brought the first day of LMA increased enforcement of traffic regulations in The Landings.  The 

Eagle accompanied Bill Whitman, Chair of the  LMA Safety and Security Committee and veteran Allied Security officer Robert Ray 

as they observed Landings traffic from two sites.  The 

radar gun, property of the LMA was in the experi-

enced hands of Officer Ray.  

Of the traffic passing the two sites between 6:30 

and 7:45AM slightly more than 30% exceed the 25 

mph speed limit - several by more than five miles per 

hour.   

The LMA plan is to issue warnings for initial in-

fractions and fines on two or more infractions.  The 

fines can be imposed by an impartial, three person 

hearing committee consisting of non-board members.  

One car passed by, 

turned around and came 

back to tell Whitman and 

Ray he was ñtotally in 

disagreement with what 

you are doing here.  Wast-

ing ómyô money patrol-

ling. People should be 

responsible for them-

selves,ò he said.   

In addition to speeders there are concerns over the 

number of STOP sign jumpers.  As if to prove the 

point the incident at the right was witnessed and pho-

tographed by The Eagle.  

 

This photo, taken in the dark at about 6:40am clearly depicts a concern for 
Landings safety.  The vehicle, a van, came west out of Pine Harrier Circle 
and without even pausing, let alone stopping at the STOP sign, turned right 
onto Landings Blvd North, heading south.  Whether they saw the pedestrian 
walking the dog heading right toward the intersection will never be known.  
But, surely coming to a full stop at the stop sign would have increased the 
chances of seeing them, surely enhancing their safety.  In this case the li-
cense plate could not be seen ï the guilty party is off the hook, except a pos-
sible guilty conscience as they read this! 

Riding with the Dawn Patrol 
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JIM KACZKA          
Painting Contractor  

 

 

Don Davis, Eagles Point Circle,  retired Episcopal Bishop of 

NW Pennsylvania passed away 

August 30.  

Since coming to The Landings in 

1988 he returned to his love of 

music, singing in many church 

choirs and choral groups.  

Landins will remember him for 

his heartfelt tenor solos at Land-

ings musical presentations. 

He succumbed after an energetic 

battle with myelodysplastic syn-

drome, staying active to the very 

end.  

 He is survived by his wife Gray, 

2 sons 1 daughter  and 3 grandchil-

dren. 

He touched many lives, and will be remembered by many.  

 

www.LandingsEagle.com 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Your most complete one-stop 
source of Landings Information 

August saw the passing of Katherine (Katie) Lipski .  
Katie lived in a Treehouse for all of her nineteen years in 
The Landings. 

A native of Michigan, and graduate in education of 
The University of Michigan, she 
spent her career teaching, start-
ing the Berkley Township 
schools. 
She worked tirelessly for The 
Womenôs Resource Center and 
served as its president for three 
years. She continued to volun-
teer three to four days a week in 
their consignment shop and 
main office.   Her Sarasota Her-
ald Tribune obituary noted she 
sponsored a $1000 annual schol-

arship at the Resource Center to ñassist women in transi-
tion.ò 

Her family, staying in The Landings  to arrange fu-
neral and memorial services say she faithfully worked 
out six days a week. 
Sheôd just returned to Sarasota after spending several 

weeks with them in Michigan.  They believe she suf-
fered a heart attack while alone in her home.  They are 
unsure  if she might have survived if she could have ob-
tained help, and encouraged publication of the article on 
page 13. 

Obituaries 

Jim Kaczka painted many of our homes over the past 15 
years, and along the way made many good friends among 
us.  

We regret to report Jim lost his life when his Gulf Gate 
home caught fire September 14th.  
Jimôs easy going personality, intelligent conversation, 

and friendly manner made  friends as easily as his meticu-
lous and conscientious work created word-of-mouth cli-
ents. 

Jim supported this newspaper from its first issue.  
Weôll miss his cheerful phone calls and big smile 

and wave whenever we saw him.  
Peace be with you, Jim.     


