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Your Next Eagle 

 

Your next Eagle should reach your mailbox by December 1. 

Major breaking Landings news, as always,  is posted at: 

www.LandingsEagle.com 

The full issue is posted on the site the 1st of each month.  
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Proposed LMA Budget, Flat Assessment  
 

The LMA budget will be voted on at the November 2007 

meeting. Unless major changes are proposed and accepted at 

that meeting the per household levy will remain at 2006 levels.    

Even with  the flat levy major improvements to the main gate 

house and remediation of the Eaglesô Nest Area are included 

within the proposed budget. 

Among other items discussed at the October Meeting were: 

Å An analysis of the LMAôs insurance needs was reviewed by 

Barry Scarr of the Scarr Insurance Group.  He proposed several 

changes in insurance for the LMA which could result in sub-

stantial savings over current levels.  For example, current insur-

ance companies  base premium rates on the  number of house-

hold units  in the community.  Since these are all covered by 

individual associations and the LMA is basically responsible 

for only the grounds around them, rates might be substantially 

less if a company based rates on the miles of roads rather than 

number of units. At least one other insurance group will be con-

sulted before a recommendation is made to the LMA board for 

a change.  

Å Presidentôs report included: 

A drainage problem was solved near Kestral Park Lane by 

simply ñblowing outò a drainage collection point.  

We are waiting before repairing the palm damage on the 

Landings Blvd. island until it can be determined what type 

of trees provide the best long term maintenance plan.  

There was concern the ones recently planted there may be 

of a very fast growing nature and problematic over a long 

period of time.  

'Okd`rd rdd ƏKL@Ɛ o`fd2) 

        Park Proposal Detailed for LHA 
 

At the request of the board Jack Jost, organizer of the County 

grant proposal for improvements in Phillippi Shores Park pro-

vided the proposal to the board and answered questions. He 

indicated no changes from the proposal as it was detailed in last 

monthôs issue of The Eagle. 

The boardôs primary concerns seem to evolve around not hav-

ing been informed by Sarasota County in advance of the earlier 

change to the park - the addition of the Tot Lot.  The homes 

immediately behind the north wall of the park, represented by 

board member Stan Lampert, one of those homeowners,  feel it 

is the responsibility  of the County to notify them of the pro-

posed changes. A motion was passed to have an attorney con-

tact  Sarasota County Parks and Recreation to request they keep 

homeowners better informed, in advance of approval of pro-

posed changes.   

A lively discussion ensued regarding what information was 

available when and from what sources.  

The board accepted the preliminary budget plan for 2008. The 

proposed budget can be reviewed on page 28 in this issue of 

The Eagle. In addition to the new budget, the current financials 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 

Å Work should begin soon on repaving Kestral Park Way 

North between the residents-only, north gate and the Trail.  

Contracts have been let and contractors are near comple-

tion as The Eagle goes to press. 

Å Lake fountains are now working properly and attention has 

been shifted to the fountain lighting. 

Å PR Committee Chair, Katy Leidel commented there are still 

questions among property owners about what specific 

actions are employed when someone comes to the gate 

seeking entrance. Other members of the board pointed out 

those specifics are defined.  The concern will be passed 

on to the gate staff.   

 See an Eagle commentary on participation in local gov-
ernment and the important dates for input into LMA 

'ƏKL@Ɛ eqnl o`fd1) 

"Island Style" custom built home with dramatic open floor plan - bamboo floors, spacious gourmet kitchen, on a 
tropical canal with boat dock - 2 blocks from Siesta Key 

Beach.  
   A casual ambiance throughout with oversize rooms, 3 

bedrooms plus office and exercise room. A spiral staircase 
leads to roof top deck for sunset viewing. Best waterfront 
value on Siesta Key!  
   Breakfast Bar, Comb Kitchen/Family Room, Utility In 
Living Area, Walk-In Closets, Wood Cabinets, Window 

Coverings. 
    Comb Living/Dining Room, Crown Molding, Great 

Room, Kitchen Updated, Open Plan, Pantry  

5412 Avenida Del Mar Dr. 

Price Reduction to $899,000 

Best Waterfront Value on Siesta Key  

were provided showing the LHA near budget year-to-date.    

The balance sheet, year-to-date indicates a $20,000 reserve for 

legal expenses and $26,386 in retained earnings.   Presumably 

most or all of this $40,000 in reserves will carry over into 2008 

in addition to the proposed budget. 

The vote to accept, change or reject the budget will be taken 

at the 7:00pm, Thursday, November 8 meeting.  If the meeting 

follows its customary pattern, there will be an opportunity for 

comment and questions by any homeowner at the beginning of 

the meeting.  

Board member Stan Lampert proposed the board adopt a sys-

tem to maintain verbatim transcriptions (written not electroni-

cally recorded) of meetings to ensure accurate record is main-

tained.  His introduction of the plan indicated his concerns stem 

from the boards fiscal responsibility to homeowners, including 

the value of their properties.  Board members discussed the 

issue. Among the concerns are cost, potential to stifle open dis-

cussion and whether the need really exists.  A motion was 

passed to determine the cost of such a service for discussion at 

a later meeting.  

Several  architectural  issues were discussed and several ap-

proved.  A couple unresolved violations discussed and action 

was requested to move corrections forward.  

A homeowner has requested permission to remove a tall pine 

tree because the property owner wants to get rid of the problem 

of the dropping pine needles. The issue clearly illustrates the 

dilemma faced by board members in dealing with requests for 

variances from the covenants.  The Landings has lost many 

such specimens to disease but, this particular tree is healthy.  

There are those who consider the tall pines one of the 

ñtrademarksò  of the Landings.  It was suggested all board 

'ƏKG@Ɛ eqnl o`fd1) 

   By now you should have received your 

LMA/LRC  sponsored Greenbook for 2007.    

There is only one book this year since the 

Resident's Handbook  is unchanged for 

2007. The Handbook section is available at 

www.LandingsEagle.com.  We do not pub-

lish the Directory book there to insure pri-

vacy.  

   The  new edition is somewhat expanded.  
Total residential units: 700 
Units requesting no listing:  36 

Total listings  737 (73 units with two list-
ings) 
Units listed with e-mail 146;  Units listed without  address 237; 
Units shown as "Unlisted" 9 ; LRC Members   425. 

   If you did not receive a Greenbook, call George Niel at Argus 

Management, 927-6464 
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The 2007 USTA National Senior and Super Senior Father/

Son Clay Court Championships will take place from November 

12th through the 18th.  This will be the 15th year in a row  The 

Landings has hosted this national tournament.  Players from 

around the country and Canada make the trip  yearly to partici-

pate in this event.  Some even plan it as a family vacation. 

   Last yearôs Senior 

Champions, Jimmy and 

Chris Parker, hail from 

Texas and Georgia re-

spectively.  In the last 

four years, they have 

finished as Champions 

three times and once as 

Finalists.  Jimmy and 

Chris are fantastic play-

ers who are very enjoy-

able to watch.  The fa-

ther, Jimmy, is currently in the top 10 tennis players in the 

world in the over 60 division. Although they have won three of 

the last four years, they have had some serious competition 

along the way.  This year wonôt be any different.  The Parkers 

have committed to play again this year and defend their title. 

The Super Senior event has more of a local flair.  For the last 

eight years, Bob and Erik Luxembourg have made it to the fi-

nals of the Super Senior tournament winning it five times.  Be-

ing the three-time defending champions, they havenôt lost a 

Super Senior match here since the finals in 2003.   

As you may know, Bob and Erik have ties to The Landings 

Racquet Club that go all the way back to the beginning.  They 

both played an active 

role in getting the 

Club started.  These 

two Sarasota residents 

have committed to 

defend their title as 

well this year.  Last 

year these two fan 

favorites had a very 

difficult semi-final 

match that could have 

gone either way right 

up to the end.  Fortu-

nately, the final was a 

little easier than the match that got them there. 

Other than the Luxembourgs and Parkers, there will be nu-

merous other teams competing this year with their minds set on 

walking away with the title of National Clay Court Father/Son 

Champions.   

Only one team will win each tournament and you can be sure 

the competition will be fierce.  There are a lot of tennis tourna-

ments held locally but none quite like this one.  I have watched 

some tournaments and played in too many to count over the last 

thirty years but this one is something special.  Seeing the bond 

between a father and his son both striving toward the same goal 

'Okd`rd rdd ƏTRS@Ɛ nm o`fd8) 

USTA National Senior & Super Senior Returns to LRC 
by Kevin Lechlitner  

Jimmy & Chris (2003 Photo) 

Erik & Bob 
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CommentaryðIrwin Starr, Publisher 

Action Calendar for 
Landings Management Association 

 

Several annual dates are especially important to all 
Landings property owners ï homes and condominiums - 
especially those interested in participating in the govern-
ing process. The commentary accompanying the meeting 
information is by The Landings Eagle based on five years 
of covering the process.  

The Landings Management Association describes their role 

as:  The  LMA Board represents you.  They need to know resi-

dent needs and preferences so they can be addressed in a timely 

manner. As owners in the Landings, through LMA, you own, 

maintain and control the roads, access gates, drainage system, 

landscape features, lakes, nature preserve, lighting and other 

matters in the common areas. See your Residents Green Hand-

book for details. 

Regular Board Meetings  are always held on the first Thurs-

day of the month, 12 months a year. (Occasionally in the past 

one of the summer meetings has been cancelled due to vaca-

tions) . The agenda for the meeting is posted in advance both at 

the main gate and at www.LandingsEagle.com. The Eagle pro-

vides the monthly paper to the post office in time for delivery 

prior to the monthly meeting so property owners are as aware as 

possible of issues to be discussed. 

LMA rules specifically state property owners are represented 

before the LMA board by the various association presidents.  

Voting for the board members at the annual meetings is by asso-

ciation presidents, either in person or by their proxy. Despite 

the written rules LMA presidents have traditionally allowed 

time at the meetings for input, questions, comments and sugges-

tions from all property owners directly. 

Specific projects undertaken by the LMA are budgeted for the 

upcoming year.  Therefore suggestions for improvement, major 

non-emergency maintenance items and new initiatives must be 

laid out along with costs and presented to the board for discus-

sion and rejection, modification  or approval in time for inclu-

sion in the next yearôs annual budget. 

September Meeting (1st Thursday) - Initial Budget Usually 

Presented ï It is at this meeting most public discussion about 

the budget takes place.  By the time the annual budget reaches 

the October meeting the sentiment of the board for inclusions 

and exclusions is pretty well set. 

October Meeting (1st Thursday)  ï Final Budget Review 

before the November meeting at which the budget for the next 

calendar year is approved. Changes can still be made at this 

meeting by the board . 

November Meeting (1st Thursday) -  Budget Vote ï The 

actual board vote on the next calendar year budget is taken at 

this meeting.  There is occasionally brief discussion but since 

the board has examined  the budget over the preceding few 

months it is usually passed quickly. 

Between the November meeting and the January meeting is 

an excellent time for any Landings property owner interested in 

serving on the governing board of the Landings, the LMA, to 

seek out openings on the board.  Unfortunately, our observation 

indicates this is primarily a time when board members try to 

find owners interested in serving on the board, rather than those 

(Continued on page 7) 

http://www.LandingsEagle.com
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