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LHA Board  
Opening  Filled 

 

The LHA board, in a spe-
cial meeting,  filled the seat 
vacated by Richard Bayles 
soon after the 
board elec-
tions. A 16 
year Landin, 
Judy Greene 
of Peregrine 
Pt Drive., 
was  ap -
pointed  

The vote 
was delayed 
at the regular April meeting 
because of confusion on the 
part of one candidate over 
whether the position had 
already been decided. despite 
two individuals having ex-
pressed interest in the posi-
tion.   

The candidate was Jane 
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Your next Eagle should 

reach your mailbox by 

June 1. Major breaking 

Landings news, as always,  

is posted at: 

 www.LandingsEagle.com 

The full issue is posted 

on the site the 1st of each 

month.  

Gate Bumps. . .Going, Going, Gone 
 

The speed bumps at the gates are gone, at least temporarily.  
Unrelated, and coincidently, so is Richard Mayo, head of Land-
ings Security for 14 years. (See separate story page 18). 

By a vote of 5 to 3 the LMA Board called for removal of the 
safety inspired, but largely disdained, speed bumps at the North 
and Main gates. 

The motion, authored by Larry Spelman, included a provision 
permitting future consideration of less onerous bumps or other 
traffic control measures. None was discussed at the meeting. 

The decision followed an hour and fifteen minutes of vigorous 
debate by Board members with substantial audience participa-
tion.  
From the audience Bob Greenfieldôs comments kicked off  

discussion.  He pleaded for action on the issue, one on which 
the constituency had clearly spoken over several months.   
Following Greenfieldôs plea a dozen plus Landins spoke their 

minds on the subject. Arguments covered all angles:  we donôt 
want them; theyôre painful for arthritics and those with broken 
bones; they damage cars; people learn itôs smoother to go over 

them faster; they hinder 
emergency vehicle access; 
and on and on. 
One letter strongly in favor 
of the gate bumps was read.  
It was also sent to The Eagle 
and can be read in the letters 
section.  
One suggestion was recur-
ring: time the gates so a full 
stop is mandatory before 
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    Major  
Changes at LRC 

 

LRC President Gordon 

Garret announced major 

changes in the LRC mem-

bership financial require-

ments.    

The $3,500 initiation fee 

for membership is felt to 

have contributed to slow 

membership growth among 

Landins. A new $300 initial 

fee has been coupled with a 

$300 higher annual fee for 

those members only. See 

page  30 for details. 

The Board has also gave  

30 days notice to Pro Robbie 

Salum.  

Salum told the Board and 

The Eagle he planned to 

'Okd`rd rdd ƏKQB Bg`mfdrƐ o- 15( 
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941.350.3743    www. newhomeadvice.com 
Michael Saunders & Company 

Siesta Key Office 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

 

 

 
 
 

 

Lake view with foun-

tain from 2nd floor, 

large screened bonus 

room.  

3 Bedrooms, 2 full 

baths 

Excellent condition. 

High ceilings, close to 

pool and tennis courts.  

1722 Starling   $389,000 

Exceptional service and profes-
sionalism along with creativity 
and enthusiasm distinguishes 
Barbara. Her background in-
cludes being a successful busi-
ness owner on St. Armands Cir-
cle and a Top Producer for Lee 
Wetherington Homes, along with 
serving on the board of the Junior 
League. Barbara has earned the 
company's prestigious Masters 
Circle award and has been a 
resident of Sarasota for 29 years. 

they open. Bill Whitman safety and security 
chair,  assured the audience the option would 
be examined, but indicated timing was trickier 
than they might expect.  

Discussion frequently wandered, by parties 
on both sides, from the bumps and the gate to 
traffic regulation in the Landings in general.  
Ultimately both the audience and Board ex-
pressed grave concerns for Landings traffic 
safety, especially speeding and ñcoasting stopsò 
at STOP signs.    

The motion was specific in having no effect 
on speed bumps other than those at the gates, 
now or in the future.   

In other business: 
Å Landscape chair Ben Mayne reported 

$20,000, as budgeted, had been spent cleaning 
up a number of the traffic islands with an eye 
toward beautification, ease of care and increas-
ing visibility.  After hurricane season other 
islands will be examined to utilize the remain-
der of the budget.   
Å Vendors have continued to enter through the 

south gate using code number entry rather than 
seeking entry through the main gate. The code 
will be changed. 
Å  Roads committee chair Larry Spelman  

moved for approval of a contract for engineer-
ing work on annual road maintenance.  This 
yearôs project is Kestral Parkway from the 
north gate to US 41.  Engineering fees are ex-
pected to be  about $41,000.  A contract for the 
actual repaving cost will follow engineering 
work.  
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October 
1997 

Redux 

Landings Purchases Radar Gun 
by Jerry Federspill  (Published October 1997) 

A great deal of concern has been expressed by our residents about speeding in 
the Landings, Unfortunately, the concerns were anecdotal, since no means existed to 
prove speeding. Hard evidence of speeding is required to establish a compliance 
program. For this reason, the LMA Board has purchased a radar gun to monitor 
Landing residents1 and guests1 vehicle speeds. 

As background, original Landings speed limits were 15 miles per hour. This was a 
source of annoyance for a large number of residents. The speed limit was increased 
to 25 miles per hour a few years ago. Many of our residents feel that this speed is 
too high, particularly around our curvy, island-loaded boulevards. Many residents 
walking have expressed fear about high-speed drivers, and a bicyclist was knocked 
to the ground by a vehicle (although the relevancy of speed has not been estab-
lished). For the present, 25 miles per hour is our approved speed limit, and will be 
the enforcement level. 

It is anticipated that the enforcement against registered vehicles of residents 
and their guests will be conducted in three phases: 

- First time offenders will receive a letter advising them of the time, place and 
nature of the violation, requesting their cooperation. 

- The name of the registered owner of vehicles in violation a second time will be 
reported to the Board of Directors at the next regular meeting and as a result maybe 
published in the Landings Eagle. 

The names of third time offenders will be passed to the Covenants Enforcement 
Committee for the determination of an appropriate fine under the Declaration of Mainte-
nance Covenants, Articles of Incorporation and By-Laws of the Association as applicable. 

Residents are responsible for the conduct of their guests. This responsibility will 
be enforceable since each guest's vehicle license number is registered at the gate in the 
name of the resident. 

The LMA Board of Directors has no desire to turn the Landings into a "Stalag 
17," but reasonable enforcement of our Rules and Regulations is supported by the 
vast majority of our residents. Please maintain your vehicle speed at or below 25 
miles per hour as safety considerations dictate. 

                                                        Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 
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LMA Official Speed Bump Statement 

 

Dear Landings Residents: 

 In response to the concerns of many residents the LMA 

Board has decided to remove the speed bumps at the 

gates.  This does not negate the possibility of inserting lesser 

obtrusive bumps in the future to calm the speed at the 

gates.  We shall continue to seek a workable solution to solve 

the safety problems caused by a few residents and service peo-

ple who are not showing proper respect for our pedestrian and 

auto traffic. 

 Safety for all residents and visitors is a major concern of the 

LMA Board.  Each one of us must take individual responsibility 

as a member of the community.  We ask you to respect the 

posted speed limits, stop at all designated stop signs, and re-

spect the safety of all pedestriansðin particular, entering and 

exiting from the gates.  We request that you come to a complete 

stop until the gate opens.  It would be helpful for you to report 

any careless driving to the  main gate attendant. 

 We welcome your suggestions to remedy the problems so 

that we can maintain safety and harmony while protecting our 

children and residents.   We wish to promote a safe and secure 

lifestyle for Landings residents and our guests. 

 We have a Safety Committee in place who welcomes your 

suggestions to remedy the problems so that we can maintain 

safety and harmony while protecting our children and resi-

dents.  Please let us continue to hear from you with your con-

structive ideas and solutions.  

  Robert Capo, Pres. LMA Board 

 Dee Ricapito, V.P. 

 Bill Whitman, Safety Chairman  

Hyslop, Pine Harrier Drive, who was asked to keep in touch 
should there be any other board openings. . 

One homeowner complained of not being notified of the Veri-
zon conduit installation to take place in front of their home. The 
board explained Verizon had left notices on doorknobs, but 
certainly could have missed some and there was notification in 
The Eagle. The President also pointed out they were operating 
within a very large easement, one running as much as 15 feet 
from the road, where they could have operated with no notifica-
tion at all, but didnôt. If there is damage still left behind by Ver-
izonôs contract installers Stan Williams has the number to call 
for assistance. The number for Mastec, the company doing the 
work, was listed on their door hanger.  They invite those with 
concerns to call 866-316-8388, the Community Response Line, 
24 hours a day/ 7 days a week. 

The various past and present properties in which John 
Yanchek had an interest in or was a party to are each at differ-
ent stages of resolution.  Different situations include foreclo-
sure, resale,  continued demand for  cleanup and landscape or 
face contempt of court charges. According to the LHA board 
they have thus far collected $6,000   of the fines and reimburse-
ments due.  

In another situation, unrelated to the Yanchek properties, the 
property manager of a rental home has agreed not to renew the 
lease of tenants who have been less than responsive to LHA and 
neighborôs requests. 

The board has had letters prepared to send to the homeowners 
along Camino Real,  who have made changes, especially in 
roofing materials non-compliant with the covenants and without 
LHA review or approval.  The board is examining various op-
tions.  As The Eagle explained in the last issue there are homes 
not required to pay LHA or LMA dues but because of the cove-
nants on those properties are required to comply with Landing  
homeowner restrictions.  

 

'ƏKG@Ɛ eqnl o`fd1) 
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Well the speed bumps are gone. At least the vocal opposi-

ǘƛƻƴ ǎŜŜƳǎ ƘŀǇǇȅΦ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ǘƘŜ ƭŀǎǘ ǿŜΩƭƭ 

hear  of  speed bumps/traffic control issues at the gates and 

elsewhere in the Landings. 

What lessons can be learned from the bumpy ride of SB 

drama? 

CƛǊǎǘΥ LǘΩǎ ǿƛǎŜ ǘƻ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛŎŀǘŜΣ ŜŘǳŎŀǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƻƴǾƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ 

constituency of the need before  producing  solutions that are, 

ŀǘ ōŜǎǘΣ ƛǊǊƛǘŀǘƛƴƎΗ  ¢Ǌŀƴǎ Ŧŀǘǎ ǿŜǊŜƴΩǘ ǊŜƳƻǾŜŘ ƻǊ ōŀƴƴŜŘ ŦǊƻƳ 

food until enough people held the conviction they were bad 

for you. The Eagle is here to facilitate community communica-

tion, whether we agree with it or not.  

Second: With education completed and need clearly es-

ǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘΣ ǿŀǊƴ Ŧƻƭƪǎ ƛǘΩǎ ŎƻƳƛƴƎΦ  9ǾŜƴ ǘƘŜ ¦{t{  ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜǎ   

months of  notice to increase 1st class  postage rate from .39 

to .41. 

¢ƘƛǊŘΥ  5ƻƴΩǘ ƛƴǎǘŀƭƭ ŀƴ άŜȄǇŜǊƛƳŜƴǘέ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴǘǊǳǎƛǾŜ όhYΣ 

bumpier) than the ultimate bump! 

Forth:  Remember history. The 1997 article on page 2 re-

minds us this is not a new problem. The Eagle recently asked a 

longtime Landin if there was ever a time when traffic control 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ŀƴ ƛǎǎǳŜ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎǎΦ  IŜ ǘƻƭŘ ƻŦ ŀ ǇŜǊƛƻŘ ǿƘŜƴ ŀ 

former chief of police lived here and chaired the Safety and 

Security committee.  It is said he installed multiple speed 

bumps and would stand at corners waving people to slow 

down.  After the requisite screaming, according to another 

long time resident, the bumps were mostly removed.   There 

ŀǊŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻΩǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ The Eagle it comes down to those 

who want vs. those who oppose speed bumps.  How many 

ǘƛƳŜǎ Ƙŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇŜƴŘǳƭǳƳ ǎǿǳƴƎ ƛƴ ¢ƘŜ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎǎΩ нс ȅŜŀǊǎΚ 

Fifth: How responsive should a government be?  The Land-

ƛƴƎǎ ƛǎ ƴƻ ƳƻǊŜ ŀ ŘŜƳƻŎǊŀŎȅ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƘŜ ¦Φ {Φ wŜǇǳōƭƛŎΦ  ²Ŝ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

even have direct election of those on the LMA board who 

make the traffic enforcement decisions.  The presidents of our 

associations elect those people to make decisions for the good 

of all of us.  Yet the LMA certainly reacted quickly to the vocal 

ƻǇǇƻƴŜƴǘǎ ƻŦ {.ΩǎΦ  5ƻǳōǘŦǳƭ ǘƘŜ CŜŘǎ ǿƻǳƭŘ ŀōƻƭƛǎƘ ǘƘŜ Lw{ ƻǊ 

lessen airport security because of a cadre of loud protesters.   

 Should there be a popular vote on speed bumps?  Passage 

is as unlikely as a non-income tax state voting for an income 

tax. None we know of has passed in recent years. 

Finally, is this a solvable problem?  We doubt it, but are 

ǳƴǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘƛǎŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ Ƴŀȅ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ǘǊȅΦ .ǳǘ ƭŜǘΩǎ ŀǘ 

least limit the financial and time resources in the 

process. 

The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet 
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents.  The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.  
  

Editor and Publisher:  Irwin Starr   Sales Director:  Ms. Charlie Valentine. 
The Landings Eagle  É Irwin Starr, 2007, Sarasota FL 

Thanks this month to:  Barbara Pendrell,   Dick Lutz, Marilyn Newman,  Dee Ricapito, Richard Mayo,  Kevin Lechlitner, Carl Zeisler,  Scott 

Diamond, Robbie Salum, Leslie McLean, Toni Anthony, Dorothy Spelman. Bill Whitman, Fritz Drybrough, Don Smally,  Jules Chawkins,  Gordon 

Garrett, Al Weeks, Bob Capo,  Marcia Capo, Lee Morgenlander. Dick Bayles, ð Forgive us if we missed youðbut please let us know. 

Commentary Resident Opinion 
 

IPS 

Editor,  

   I know it has all been said many times, but for those respon-

sible for embellishing The Phillippi Shores Park, hats off from 

those of us who have a 'bird's eye view' of the park every day, 

all day. 

   From our kitchen window we have enjoyed the transforma-

tion that has turned an otherwise remote park into a vital gather-

ing spot for families. 

   We cannot thank you enough for all your efforts and the joy 

it brings to those of us on Starling Drive who benefit most from 

all the hard work. 

   Sincerely, 

Mary and Frank Dooher, Starling Drive 
 

Dear Fellow Landings Residents: 

We find it incredible that there are individuals in this commu-

nity objecting to critically important speed bumps.  Clearly the 

bumps at the main gate and north gate need to be modified or 

an alternative found to combat speeding at the gates.  However, 

there is irrefutable evidence that speeding vehicles in the Land-

ings have jeopardized the well-being, limb, and potentially lives 

of children, adults and the elderly on foot or bicycles or what-

ever.  What can possibly be the objection to using traffic bumps 

to slow down speeders; - that someone will be late to a 

ñcriticalò meeting, to a restaurant, or to a date?  Have we lost all 

our reason and perspective? 

The only changes we believe should be considered in these 

regards are where to place additional speed bumps particularly 

at strategic points along Landings Boulevard.  One of us is an 

avid walker and has on innumerable occasions been put at risk 

by speeding vehicles often by a driver with a cell phone stuck 

in an ear.  We heard it said that no real disaster has ever oc-

curred.  What rational person would advocate waiting for a 

crippling injury or even a death before we acknowledge that 

there are reckless and irresponsible drivers in our midst?  Words 

and signs absolutely do not help.  The pain and destruction in-

flicted on the human body when struck by an automobile is 

almost indescribable!  A life is negatively impacted forever. 

We urge the powers that be to consider the installation of ad-

ditional speed bumps wherever a professional traffic manage-

ment expert might recommend.  Sanity should prevail. 

 Sincerely, Barbara and Joel Ebert,  

 Pine Harrier Dr.  
 

Editor, 

   I was pleased to see The Eagle represented in the audience at 

last night's LMA meeting (4/5/07).  

It was certainly good news that Larry Spelman's motion to 

immediately remove the speed bumps at the gates was passed 
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Eagle Submission Policies 
 

   Resident Opinion and Guest Commentary are intended for use by Landings residents. Exceptions may be made for matters of importance to Landings residents.    

Anonymous letters are acceptable only in the Off My Chest feature and are subject to the guidelines of that feature. Personal attacks  not acceptable. 
Eagle Obituary Policy 

We carry obituary notices of any Landings resident at the request of a relative or close friend.  Please supply a good quality picture (it can be returned) 
and appropriate copy - which may be edited. If received by the 12th of the month it will appear the following month.  There is no charge.  

  All Submissions    
   Submissions to The Eagle should be in writing, typed and e-mailed, if possible, to insure accuracy.  All material  must be clearly identified with a 
contact person and phone number for verification or elaboration. 
   Addresses and phone numbers will not be published without authorôs permission. 
   Opinions expressed in  creative work, cartoons, personal commentary, letters or Off My Chest  are the opinions of the author, and not  necessarily 
The Eagle.  By-lined reporter material is subject to editing for accuracy and lack of bias. 
   All submissions are subject  to editing. Submissions are due by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
 
   Submit to: E-Mail:  LandingsEagle@comcast.net   Mail: The Landings Eagle,   5164 Kestral Park Terrace, Sarasota FL 34231 Phone: (941) 925-8559  

Resident Opinion A Critical Eye - Commentary 
                       Fritz Drybrough 

We hear a lot about ñquality 

of lifeò these days. I have 

been battling prostate cancer 

since 1989 and other than 

several months in that entire 

time, I have enjoyed this life 

without extreme pain and 

discomfort. I am now in the 

later stages of my disease and 

have to resort to more strin-

gent measures to ómake doô in 

order to have a somewhat 

pain free and normal life. Isnôt medicine wonderful that I can 

say that there is still some quality of life in spite of my circum-

stances? 

Iôve been thinking about the different ñqualities of lifeò that 

seem to be steadily eroding in our recent past and present. 

These qualities are something Iôve seen while in service on the 

several homeownersô boards that I have belonged to here and in 

Louisville. For the most part it takes some of these qualities to 

really properly function. What are they? Something that I 

started to learn about in the Boy Scouts, the Jay Cees, Masonry, 

and other Civic Groups like Kiwanis and Rotary. 

I find myself longing for the days when these were in the fo-

cus of our society rather than the ñwin at all costsò mentality we 

seem to embrace today. Iôm talking about honesty, hope, faith, 

courage, integrity, willingness, humility, brotherly love, disci-

pline, perseverance, and service. Of course the list could go on, 

but when I listen to the news and see how things are reported, I 

wonder where these things have gone. My guess is there are 

several things afoot. First ñit doesnôt sell newspapersò and 

therefore is seldom reported and secondly ï and most regretta-

bly ï we donôt teach this in school anymore. I am baffled how 

we can be ñpolitically correctò and give away the beloved prin-

ciples of ñquality of lifeò at the same time. Would someone 

care to explain that to me? 

by the Board, still allowing consideration of other measures in 

the future. The thing that was most surprising was that advo-

cates of installing speed bumps at the gates continually coupled 

a perceived problem at the entrances and exits with traffic vio-

lations on roads within the community itself. Several members 

of the audience attempted to clarify that these were two, very 

separate issues.  

No one during the entire meeting, disagreed with the impor-

tance of enforcing speed limits and proper observance of traffic 

control signs within The Landings property. 

   As explained by more than one member of the audience, if 

vehicles need to be slowed down at the entrances and exits, a 

simple solution would be to just delay the opening of the gates. 

This would force vehicles to come to a full stop before proceed-

ing. This is the method used at other, similar, gated communi-

ties in Sarasota and, from information I have received, works 

very well. I would urge the LMA to consider this as the alterna-

tive measure.  

Bob Wagner, Landings Lake Drive  

 

Clarifications and Correction 
 The Eagle  reported  the new screening on the back fence of 

the old Darby Buick property was provided by the new owners 

of the property.  In fact, they were asked to take a look at doing 

something about the problem, but the action was finally taken 

and paid for  by RAMAR, developers of Phillippi Landings. 

Thanks for the improvement should go to  Robert and Rob 

Morris of RAMAR.  

The Eagle believes credit should go where credit is due! 

Gettinô It Off My Chest!  
The Eagle  prints items from Landins without 

attribution as long as they are not specific enough 

to identify individuals, addresses, companies, etc.   
They are printed as received except for minor 

editing to insure clarity.   

Send to: LandingsEagle@comcast.net.  Your 
name and phone number are required on the sub-

mission, but we will not print them.   

JJJ Several Landins have commented to The Eagle on 

the speed, efficiency and courtesy with which the Verizon con-
tractors have executed the installation of new underground con-
duit throughout The Landings. And they came by a week or so 
later and replaced dead sod!  Thatôs a great start for customer 
service. 
 

   The following brief reactions were received after The Eagle E-

Bulletin announced the LMA speed bump action to its 200+ subscrib-

ers (see page 32 for free subscription information): 

 

J Thank goodness sanity finally prevailed. 

J Thank you for the good news. Those of us who have 

BACK problems are grateful. Maybe they will consider the 
ones that are already installed. There are ways to make 
speed bumps tolerable.  

J thank goodness.!!!! 

J YEA! 

J many thanks for your efforts  
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EAT IN OR TAKE OUT 
Open Mon-Sat  7:30AM-4:00 PM 

Around the corner in the Landings Plaza 
Landins  -$1 off any Specialty Sandwich 

Just bring in this Coupon! 

Check out the NEW CORKSCREW MENU  
 

California Salad - Tossed salad with gorgonzola cheese, 
grapes, walnuts, avocado and a side of raspberry vinai-
grette...............$6.99 

 

Smokey - Smoked turkey, muenster cheese, lettuce, tomato, 
green pepper and our jalapeno ranch spread on pumper-
nickel .............$5.79 
 

Cuban - Black forest ham, hard salami, Swiss cheese, sliced 
dill pickle and our mustard sauce on a Hoagie Roll é..$5.19 

Serving The Landings 
Since 1994 

 òAlways In Good Tasteó 925-3955  Fax: 926-0066 

Phillippi Landings Bridge Underway 

 

Work began in late March on the bridge connecting Phillippi 
Landings to US 41 at the Oyster Bar intersection. 

The approximate $3.5 million project is scheduled for com-
pletion in November.   

Three lanes are planned, one in, one out, and a middle, left 
turn lane onto US 41.  

Most of the heavy work is handled by the tall crane.  First it 
drills holes for the pre-cast pilings holding drilling equipment 
and using the temporary square metal frame seen in the picture 
for proper alignment and angle. It then raises a piling and 

power drives it into the predrilled hole.  Two parallel sets of 
pilings will be in Phillippi creek. Others will be in the land on 
either side of the creek. 

Pre-cast road bed slabs will complete the job along with ap-
propriate railings. 
An artistôs concept of the finished bridge is pictured in the 

advertisement to the left.  
Access will be restricted on the Phillippi Landings side of the 

bridge and a boulevard will be constructed around the old 
growth tree seen in the picture below.  

Rigging for pylon placement 

From a balcony on Phillippi Landings Building A looking toward the Phillippi 
Creek Oyster Bar complex you can see the Trail, bridge construction  and land 

in the foreground  where the a boulevard will be routed around the tree. 
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The Eagle Needs your skills:  
Feature Writers, Electronic Art-

ist, Association News,  
Reporters, News Tips, Wildlife 

Photographs   
Call Us: 925-8559 E-mail us at:  
LandingsEagle@comcast.net 

The Eagle didn't cause the stir speed bumps did 

but we did get some reactions to our proposal to 

improve Kestral Parkway from the north gate to US 

41. 

Our suggestion called for simply closing entry 

Pts A and B to the street forcing vehicles to enter 

further west, therefore providing more ñqueuing 

spaceò than the current configuration; therefore less 

congestion between entry Pt A and the Trail. 

At least one person we talked to thought the pro-

posal was a jokeðperhaps in honor of April Fools 

Day.  No, weôre serious. 

Bev Leidel offered a constructive alternative.  

Instead of closing entry Pt B make it One Wayðinto 

the Circuit City/Pier 1 parking lot.  Drive C would 

become One WayðOut.  

The most difficult issue is still with the conges-

tion in and out at drive A.  Most felt closing it was 

impractical, but offered no alternatives other than the same one 

offered in our last article:   If, after an experimental closing, 

congestion has improved consider adding a new entry Pt be-

tween A and D, and permanently close A. 

Don Snyder offered this solution: How about a low cost try 

to help solve the problem. Install a significant sign that reads as 

follows: 

  PLEASE DO NOT BLOCK  

 INTERSECTION AT RIGHT.  

 ALLOW TRAFFIC TO ENTER AND EXIT.  

 THANK YOU!  

 

Bill Winkler, longtime Landin and activist for improvements, 

offered his well thought out analysis: 
I find the article in the April LANDINGS EAGLE on ñThe Land-

ings Most Frustrating Intersection ????ò both interesting and 
pretty much right on the mark.  Over a year ago, I contacted a 
County Commissioner about this intersection because only 3 to 4 
cars were getting through the left turn arrow northbound onto U.S. 
41.  Not only does this cause people to run the light on red, it can 
create a monumental backup of cars on Kestral Parkway North 
trying to go north at U.S. 41.  As with many intersections in Sara-
sota, the long cycling time for the next green arrow is too long, 
which encourages the red light running.  Iôm sure that you have 
also seen cars that go straight on Proctor Road and make a U-
turn in front of Philippi Shores School and return to U.S. 41 to go 
north.  Itôs really a mess!  I do know that Commissioner Mercier 
contacted the appropriate person with the county, but nothing (at 
least as I see it) has been done to correct the problem.  I will send 
one of the County Commissioners a copy of the article along with 
the picture and  diagrams for his review.  Needless to say, there 
are accidents nearly weekly at this intersection, including a recent 
fatality.  For safetyôs sake, something really needs to be done to 
improve this very dangerous intersection!  Also, as this is a school 
crossing Pt, it is even more important.  

Although the Landings Management Association (and not the 
county) holds ownership to Kestral Parkway North (the Proctor 
Road extension and the entrance road servicing two shopping 
centers), I doubt that anything can be done by the LMA to close 
the ingress-egress access points to the shopping centers ser-
viced by that road without the full approval of the county.  I am 
sure that both shopping centers had to have their entry and exit 
points approved by the county before their plans to build were 
approved.  Closing off one entry-exit access point to each shop-
ping center would certainly have to be approved by the county as 
it would be more difficult for emergency vehicles to provide ser-
vices to the shopping centers and to the out parcel businesses 

Opinions - Reactions to Frustrating Intersection Proposed Alternative 

located in the southwest corner of the Landings Shopping Cen-
ter.  Access to those businesses from Kestral Parkway North 
would be only available by driving through the parking loté a 
dangerous proposition in my opinion.   

Years ago, this intersection at U.S. 41 and Kestral Parkway 
North was set up so that there were two left turn lanes 
northbound onto U.S. 41.  Southbound on U.S. 41, the inside 
right lane was designated as a right turn only lane.  My recollec-
tion is that we did not have congestion problems back then, al-
though we do have increased volumes of traffic today.   

I would suggest that the proper LMA people have a meeting 
with the proper county people to see if they canôt put their heads 
together and try to find a better answer to the problems we have 
right now.  While I agree that the current situation is totally unac-
ceptable, I think that the county has to be involved right from the 
beginning.  I could be wrong about this, but doing anything with-
out the countyôs approval may be like cutting down palm trees on 
St. Armandôs Circle without a permit.  Personally, I have found the 
county folks to be very cooperative in helping me to resolve some 
past problems, and I think that this is where the solution solving 
should begin.  At least, the LMA will find out what they can and 
what they cannot do on their own.  I do believe that the county 
would try to help us find a solution; it is also in their best interest 
to do so. 

The Eagle only presents the issues.  If any action is to be taken on 

this intersection this year would be a good time to do it, as repaving 

the entire section of road is on the agenda.  

 But that can happen only if the LMA constituency, resident owners,  

feel it is important.  If you see a need for change in the traffic patterns 

there speak up to the LMA, if not weôll all queue up there together and 

share our frustrations.   
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