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Fences  Are Tough Calls 

Fencing and fence design issues continue to provide some 

of the most difficult approval decisions facing the Homeowners 

Association. A Peregrine homeowner brought a proposal to the 

Association to extend an existing 8-foot high wooden fence to 

an unprotected area of his property. An adjacent homeowner 

raised the issue of the proposed fence extension blocking part 

of his view of existing greenery. The board voted to permit the 

extension but only at a 6-foot height. The rationale was a 

wooden fence is in compliance with LHA standards and there-

fore no reason exists to prohibit it. The requesting homeowner 

accepted the decision but stated he may return if the 6-foot 

height does not prove satisfactory. 

Homeowners thinking of erecting a fence should first care-

fully read the covenants and rules and regulations regarding 

fencing, then draw up the plan and determine the type of mate-

rial they wish to use, before seeking approval by the LHA land-

scape committee. About the only "sure thing" is a wooden fence 

of 6-foot height not extending into the area from the front of the 

house to the road. All other materials, heights and variations 

can raise issues with the board. Some new materials have been 

found acceptable, such as vinyl fencing, but no chain-link fence 

has ever received prior approval. 

Board treasurer Dick Bayles reported there are only four 

homes with unpaid annual assessments, all at various stages of 

the foreclosure process. The banks will be called upon to pay 

the assessments. 

One board member did point out he had observed several 

homes watering in noncompliance with county and state regula-

tions. A separate article on page 4 details those rules. 

Your next issue of The 

Landings Eagle  should 

arrive about June 1  

Keep in touch at: 

www.LandingsEagle.com  

May 2009 
Volume 8 Number 5 

LMA Takes on Cloisters Islands 

 

The Cloisters subdivision formally requested the LMA take 

over responsibility for the maintenance of the two cul-de-sac 

islands in The Cloisters division. After a lengthy discussion the 

board agreed to take on maintenance of those islands, with the 

provision that they would be maintained as part of the regular 

schedule and would not receive the special attention the islands 

may have received when maintained by the Cloisters Associa-

tion. They also agreed to maintain the entryway to the cloisters 

at Landings Blvd. and Cedar Bay Lane.  The Cloisters Associa-

tion president indicated this was the first step in assuring that 

LMA services were supplied to Cloistersô homes at the same 

level such services are applied to other areas of common main-

tenance. Because The Cloisters were not part of the original 

Landings covenants they had not received some services in the 

past, but do pay annual dues at the same level as other Landings 

properties. 

Roads Chairman Larry Spelman reported plans are pro-

ceeding for the repaving of Starling Drive this calendar year. At 

the urging of the board,bids were put out for the engineering 

work required prior to seeking a paving contract. In the past the 

cost for such engineering work has been about $40,000. Several 

bids were submitted. The bid selected was not the lowest, but 

provided the best combination of cost and experience. It came 

in at about $16,000, a substantial savings over previous years. 

The fountains in various Landings lakes have been adjusted 

to be operational only between 6 and 10 PM in order to comply 

with county regulations regarding water usage and water evapo-

ration.  See page 4 for deails of those regulations. 

Safety and security 

committee chair Bill Whit-

man reported a new opera-

tional handbook for the 

security guards is being 

prepared. He also suggested 

several unnamed residents 

have been unusually rude to 

the guards. Additionally the 

gatehouse has gotten some 

very unusual requests, not 

within their purview of ser-

vice. For examplethey have 

been called and asked to 
(Please see òLMAó on page 3) 
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Sarasota County Water  
Restrictions Detailed on page 4. 
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We give homage in May to patriot men 

Who fought tyrants with gun & with pen. 

But who fights for you when you have a home claim? 

When adjusters are missing & excuses sound lame? 
 

Rick Greene is your man sitting tall in the saddle. 

A professional agent prepared to do battle. 

With contract in hand, he is on your side. 

When companies get tough, he makes them abide. 
 

For 35 years heõs given care to his clients 

Among heroes in insurance, heõs one of the giants! 

So call Rick today, he is just what you need 

Youõll be glad that you did, you will, yes indeed! 

bulb at $12.00 per bulb and using only 42 watts for the 150 
watts of lighting the bulb produces. This provides quite a sav-
ings in both life expectancy and wattage used.  Safety dictates 
that these bulbs be replaced as necessary and my workable 
budget allows for this.  

Home owners might want to consider replacing all their own 
door lighting with the new CFL bulbs. DO NOT buy a cheap 
off brand! They will not work well and many industry problems 
are now associated with cheap off brands. I buy only the GE 
CFL bulbs. They are easy to work with and their light is white 
and pure in color.  

 LMA Maintenance Update 
by Malcolm H. Van Dyke II 

LMA MAINTENANCE  
COST REDUCTION PROGRAM 

 

   Several residents have asked me 
for information concerning the new 
twisted polypropylene 5/8" rope I 
am now using throughout the Land-
ings. Examples of the rope in use 
can now be viewed at the north end 
of the Landings Blvd. sidewalk 
where I have just restrung seven 

4x4 posts.  
 The major advantage of this rope is that it is not affected by 

rain and does not tighten up after a rain storm and start to pull 
the 4x4 posts inward. This type of rope costs .55 cents per foot 
whereas the same sized manila rope is .63 cents per foot. Quite 
a savings, plus it looks better in addition to wearing better.  

  All 4x4 posts on either side of the Landings Tree Houses 
main island on Landings Blvd. have also been restrung to better 
enhance the new landscape on the island.  

Unfortunately, the budget I have to work within limits how 
much rope I can buy at $93.47 plus tax for a 200 foot roll. 
There are several ropes that need to be replaced because of 
wear and tear as well as aesthetics.   Unfortunately, the rope 
replacement project remains on a strictly "as criti-
cally  necessary" replacement only.  

Let's also discuss lighting. On average I replace two to 
three flood bulbs per week throughout the Landings. This cov-
ers building and island lighting. I am in the process of replacing 
150 watt flood bulbs, at a cost of $16.99 each. Each of this type 
of bulb uses 150 watts of energy and is very costly to illumi-
nate. Replacing these bulbs I am using the new style GE CFL 

LRC Votes to Enforce Guest Fees 
 

The Racquet Club board voted to enforce guest fees more 
rigidly starting April 1.  Specifics can be found in Kevinôs col-
umn on page 24. 

The primary difference non-LRC members residents will 
find is paying a $3.00 fee to attend meetings such as The Fly 
Boys, Computer Club, Camera Club, Italian Club, card games, 
Trivia Night and similar meetings.   

Club organizers are expected to collect from non-members 
and turn funds over to the LRC. 

LRC president Jim Goldman told The Eagle the board voted 
for enforcement as a matter of fairness to those who pay annual 
dues to support the club and maintain its facilities, including 
meetings rooms, HVAC equipment,  utilities bills, etc.  

He added: this policy is consistent with other clubs in the 
area.  I understand that this is not in keeping with the LMAôs 
attempt to expand community evolvement.  I would hope if the  
LMA community responds in a positive fashion having a com-
munity center, the LMA and LRC boards can get together to 
find a responsible solution.  
There are no fees for ñunder roofò guests of members.     
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order pizza for delivery and even for a wakeup call.  On one 

occasion the gate received a call from out of town to please 

check on elderly parents who were not answering the phone. In 

such cases the gate will do its best to have the roving patrol, if it 

is on duty, knock on the door. But in no circumstance are the 

guards authorized to make a forced entry. Therefore, if there is 

no answer they will likely notify the caller and then call the 

police. 

There have been several instances of pickup trucks parked 

in driveways overnight. The Landings rules and regulations 

clearly state: only non-commercial passenger cars and passen-

ger vans with seats behind the driver and windows on the sides 

and rear may be parked outside overnight. 

Due to changes in Florida law it is necessary to prepare 

required documentation assuring deeds for resale property in 

the Landings remain subject to the declaration of covenants in 

the future. The board voted for LMA counsel to proceed with 

the work. 

(òLMAó from page 1) 

Bermuda style townhome in gated community on 

north end of Siesta Key. Deeded dock & lift for 30ft. 
boat. Home has 3 bedrooms en suite plus den/media 

room, library with built in book shelves plus 2 balco-
nies overlooking lagoon and fountain. Very tropical 

view. Southern exposure.  

The Flyboys   
by Don Smally 

 
 

 
 

 

7676 Midnight Pass Road  - $1,100,000  

941.350.3743    barbara@newhomeadvice.com  
Michael Saunders & Company 

Siesta Key Office 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

                                                         
   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 

Support Eagle  

Advertisers  

Fabulous, charming, sophisticated home on beau-

tiful Heron Lagoon. French provincial flair. Expan-
sive rooms for entertaining. French doors from liv-

ing and dining room open onto oversized deck with 
tropical setting and gracious old oak trees. Fishing, 

kayaking and bird watching will fill your days.   

3912 Hamilton Club Circle  #402 - $875,000 

   We had a good meeting on April 

Foolôs day with lots of discussion that 

brought back a lot of memories.  Pre-

sent were:  J.J. Frey, Jack Greyson, 

Len Gumley, Tom Halbert,  Pat Mail-

house, Dick Stevenson, Bill Upton, 

first time attendee Debra Doherty, and 

your reporter. 

   Pat Mailhouseôs World War II ex-

periences operating a mobile homing station in Europe for the 

Air Corps brought back a lot of memories and tales of naviga-

tion problems in the old days before all of the modern technol-

ogy was even thought about.  Patôs outfit was in the Battle of 

the Bulge as was your reporter.  It was a cold, wet and snowy 

winterðit was said to be the worst in history. 

Len regaled us with his story of the ñsix weeks and you will 

be a Glider Pilotò promise that the recruiting sergeant made to 

an eager young guy who was in a hurry to start killing Nazis.  It 

took two years to get to be that Glider Pilot. And Lenôs experi-

ences were typical happenings in an army trying to put together 

a fighting force in those early days of the war.  The whole 

glider program was a disasterðmany lives were lost in the 

process of training and then in the several times that gliders 

were used in Europe. 

J. J. Frey led a discussion on float planes and how to get them 

out of the skies and onto water surfaces.  For those of us who 

only flew planes with landing gears it was quite informative. 

Debra Doherty brought some delicious brownies that we all 

enjoyed -  hope that she will become a regular attendee, even 

without the brownies. 

Len advised us that non-resident flyboys will be charged $3 

every time they attend a meeting in the clubhouse.  Donôt let 

this disturb youðLen and others will try to get rid of this 

ruleðeven though the Racquet Club needs the money. 

Bring your sandwich (and $3 if you are not an LRC member) 

to our next meeting, the last for the season, and enjoy the han-

gar talk on Wednesday, May 6, 12 noon. 

mailto:barbara@newhomeadvice.com
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Water Restriction Quick Guide for Citizens  

of Sarasota County, March 2009 

 

These restrictions apply to all unincorporated Sarasota 

County, Southwest Florida Water Management District 

(SWFWMD) declared a Phase HI water emergency on Feb. 

24,2009. Residents and visitors are required to comply with all 

water restrictions. Violators may be subject to fines without 

warning. 

LANDSCAPE IRRIGATION: Irrigation restrictions apply to 

any irrigation system using water from a utility, well, lake, 

pond or canal. Irrigation systems include automatic in-ground 

systems and sprinklers connected to garden hoses. These re-

strictions do not apply to reuse/reclaimed (sewer effluent) water 

which may have different restrictions. 

Å    No irrigation is allowed at any time on Monday, 

Wednesday, Friday, Saturday or Sunday. Irrigation is al-

lowed on the following days: Tuesdays - Even numbered 

building addresses (numbers ending in 0,2,4,6, 8), ad-

dresses ending in A through M, and common areas 

(medians, recreational areas or other areas with no ad-

dress). Thursdays - Odd numbered building addresses 

(numbers ending in 1,3,5,7,9) and addresses ending in let-

ters N through Z. 

Å    Irrigation is prohibited between 8 a.m. and 6 p.m. on any 

day for properties under 2 acres in size. Hand watering is 

also prohibited during these times. 

Å    Property owners should ensure irrigation timers and run 

times do not extend past midnight on their allowable water-

ing day. Timers should be adjusted for daylight saving time 

when it begins and ends. 

Å    Irrigation is prohibited between 10 a.m and 4 p.m. for 

properties greater than 2 acres in size. Hand watering is 

also prohibited during these tines. 

Å    Excessive water running off of property is prohibited, 

including sprinklers spraying into street or other non-

landscaped area. 

Å    An irrigation system operating during or soon after a 

substantial rainfall is prohibited both by state law and 

county code and subject to an immediate $100 (plus court 

fee) citation. 

 

 

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT 
Open Mon-Sat  7:30AM-3:30 PM 

Around the corner in the Landings Plaza 
Landins  -$1 off any Specialty Sandwich 

Just bring in this Coupon! 

Serving The Landings Since 1994  òAlways In Good Tasteó 925-3955  Fax: 926-0066 

 

Check out the Fabulous Corkscrew Menu  

 

The Vegetarian ðFresh sliced avocado, ripe tomato, lettuce, 

red onion, alfalfa sprouts, carrots and cucumber on a toasted 
multi -grain roll with lite ranch dressingéééééééééé...$5.79 

 

Club Wrap -  Aroastica chicken, bacon, avocado, romaine let-

tuce, tomato and mayo in a tomato basil tortilla éééé..$6.69 

 

The Vermont -  Smoked turkey, cheddar cheese, lettuce, to-

mato, green pepper and honey mustard dressing in a whole 
wheat tortillaéééééééééééééééééééééé..$5.99 

MISCELLANEOUS: Other water uses, such as cleaning 

driveways (other than food service establishments), wasting 

water, allowing hoses to run without a shut-off nozzles, leaking 

hoses and leaks that are not repaired, are prohibited. 

NEW LAWNS/SOD: On the first day of installation only, 

new lawns may be irrigated any time of day and any day of the 

week. After the first day, new lawns may be irrigated every day 

for the first 15 days, before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. On days 16 

through 30, new lawns may be irrigated every other day before 

8 a.m. and after 6 p.m, New plugs in an established lawn, or 

random sod infill, do not qualify as new lawn and therefore 

must comply with hand watering instructions stated below. 

NEW PLANTINGS: On the first day of installation, new 

plantings may be irrigated any time of day and any day of the 

week. After the first day, new plantings may be irrigated every 

day for the first 30 days, before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. On days 

31 through 60, new plantings may only be irrigated every other 

day, before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. New plantings must be at 

least 50 percent of the area being irrigated. Areas less than 50 

percent of new plantings must comply with hand watering in-

structions stated below. 

HAND WATERING OF PLANTS: Hand watering of plants, 

hanging baskets or gardens is allowed any day of the week be-

fore 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. Hand watering of lawns is NOT 

allowed unless doing so for application of fertilizer or pest con-

trol. Hand watering of new plantings is allowed when less than 

50 percent of the landscaped area (added new shrub or tree) 

before 8 a.m. and after 6 p.m. All hand watering by a hose re-

quires the use of a shut-off nozzle. 

IRRIGATION SYSTEM TESTING/MAINTENANCE: Irri-

gation systems can be tested anytime of day and any day of the 

week, but the customer or the contractor must be present. The 

system can run only as long as it takes to test irrigation heads 

for proper spray and time. 

PRESSURE WASHING: Pressure washing is allowed using a 

low volume method for painting and maintenance only. 

CAR WASHING:  Car washing at home, using a hose and 

shut-off nozzle, is allowed. It should be done on a grassy area 

to prevent run off and should be limited to once a week. 
FOUNTAINS AND WATER FEATURES: Aesthetic foun-

(Please see òRestrictionsó on page 26) 

Sarasota County Water Restrictions 
The Eagle as well as LHA and LMA board members have received a number of comments about properties ñillegallyò watering lawns 
and plantings. The county has recently passed tougher rules and threatened quicker fines for violation. As a service we are providing 
the rules, in detail, edited only to remove paragraphs generally not pertaining to  Landings residents.  
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In Memoriam Resident Opinion   

IPS 
 

This is a very personal issue of The Landings Eagle.  Just 
over seven years ago my life partner Ms. Charlie Valentine and 
I undertook  restarting The Eagle at the request of the LMA 
ŀŦǘŜǊ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ƘƛŀǘǳǎΦ  /ƘŀǊƭƛŜ ŘƛŜŘ  aŀǊŎƘ нлΣ ǘǿƻ Řŀȅǎ 
before the deadline for the April issue of the paper and a few 
days before her 57th birthday.  She fought a nine month battle 
with cancer with the same vigor, determination and positive 
attitude with which she approached life. Her obituary is on 
page 8.  Forgive so much valuable space devoted to her pass-
ing -- it's a publisher's privilege. 

Without Charlie's sales talents The Eagle could well have 
remained a four page newsletter.  But she succeeded in inter-
esting clients in reaching the unique Landings residents - now 
"Landins"  - and the paper grew to 32 -36 pages.  Along the 
way she made friends among her clients and rediscovered the 
wonders of Siesta Key.  They too discovered her - from Siesta 
Key Chamber of Commerce volunteer to paid Executive Direc-
tor in two years.  She found her calling after years of tourism, 
visitor's bureau, hotel sales management  and volunteer work.   

Charlie succeeded at the Chamber with the same one-on-
one "my clients are my friends," style  with which she sold The 
Eagle.  

For 18 of our 28 years together she followed the wander-
ings of a television station manager, an occupation known 
more for mobility than stability - Spokane, Portland OR, Albu-
querque, Anchorage and Milwaukee - each time dreading the 
move but, nonetheless, making the arrangements and packing 
us up.  The final stop - Sarasota to care for my 89 year old 
mother,  and The Landings, where we found a home large 
enough  for the three of us and two dogs. Charlie cared for my 
mother the last six months of her life as if she was her own 
mother.  

How proud I was of her when she and the Siesta Chamber 
found each other.  She truly found a role fully utilizing her writ-
ing, recruitment, organizational  and development skills.  She 
recruited strong staff, and volunteers and made hundreds of 
friends.   

How sad to have Charlie's late blooming, suddenly blossom-
ing career cut so short. 

A personal thank you to her many  friends and colleagues 
and to the many Landins  who supported both her and me 
over the past nine months.  And to all of you for the many 
notes of condolence as well as donations to TideWell and the 
Siesta Key July 4th Fireworks Celebration, one of Charlie's fa-
vorite projects.  
Iƻǿ Ƴŀƴȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƳŜΣ ά/ƘŀǊƭƛŜ ±ŀƭŜƴǘƛƴŜ ǿŀǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ 

ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ŀ ƪƛƴŘΦέ 
She certainly was. I miss her deeply. 
 

The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet 
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents.  The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.  
  

Editor and Publisher:  Irwin Starr   Associate:  Ms. Charlie Valentine. 
The Landings Eagle  © Irwin Starr, 2008, Sarasota FL  Thanks this month to:  Barbara Pendrell,  Dick Lutz, Marilyn Newman, Ralph & 

Dee  Ricapito, , Kevin Lechlitner, Jim Goldman, Carl Zeisler,  Scott Diamond, Leslie McLean, Toni Anthony,  Dick Bayles, Don Smally, Bill Whit-
man,  Joe Venezia, Al Weeks, Dorothy Spelman, Larry Spelman, Tia Tallman, Malcolm H. Van Dyke II, Bob Greenfield, Scott Diamond,  Henry 

Rhodes, Katy Leidel.  ð Forgive us if we missed youðbut please let us know. 

To the Editor,  

Landings Eagle: 

   Due to the frequent closings, lately, of the South Gate, we 

have been forced to use the Main Gatehouse on Landings 

Boulevard ï which reminds us:  

   This unfortunate architectural error doesnôt match, or harmo-

nize with anything in the Landings.  Rather, it looks more like 

the guardhouse for an industrial facility.    

   Surely, the Landings deserves a more gracious design, espe-

cially for such  a lovely and beautifully landscaped residential 

community.  Itôs too late, of course, to redesign this commercial 

looking structure.  But a new paint job would certainly help 

soften the industrial appearance.   

   We suggest that the designer who was responsible for the 

repainting of the  Racquet Club a few years ago be employed, 

for example, to determine the best way to repaint the building.  

   If readers agree, please write to: 

 Bob Capo, LMA President 

 c/o Argus Property Management 

 2477 Stickney Point Rd. (Ste. 118A) 

               Sarasota, FL 34231 

Bill Gulick,  Eagles Point Circle 

 

To The Editor Of The Landings Eagle: 

There are many Landings residents who feel that the contro-

versy about the Eagle Reserve should come to a conclusion, and 

we share that feeling. We agree with Irwin Starr, Publisher of 

the Eagle, that Phases I through IV should be completed.  The 

Eagle editor states ñPhase Vò to be discussed later.ò Phase V 

must be defined. Hopefully the proposal will be consistent with 

the Landings Covenants, paragraph 29 and does not impact the 

privacy of the surrounding residents. 

We do feel that we must respond to the article written by Dick 

Baylis, Treasurer, LMA, to clarify misstatements and errors of 

commission and omission.  

MISSTATEMENT :  ñThe circulators of that petition claim 

that it has been signed by 116 residents of the Landingsò 

FACT: The petition to ñSTOP WASTEFUL SPENDINGò, 

was signed by 116 Landings residents. It was submitted to the 

LMA Board at the March 5, 2009 LMA meeting. That is a   

FACT  not a ñclaim.ò The Landings residents signed these peti-

tions to express their point of view:. ñSTOP WASTEFUL 

SPENDING!ò 

 CLARIFICATION OF LMA OBJECTIVES : 

One of the stated missions of the newly formed Ecological 

and Environmental Committee of the LMA Strategical Planning 

Committee is ñOPEN ACCESS TO THE EAGLES NEST 

AREAò   The Eagle editor in an editorial refers to ñPhase V to 

be discussed laterò. His Phase V is a plan for a park, walking 

paths and open access. In July of 2005 it was clearly stated:  ñ 

ñWe envision the creation of a park-like area with shade trees 

and walking paths. We foresee starting small and making incre-
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Eagle Submission Policies 
 

   Resident Opinion and Guest Commentary are intended for use by Landings residents. Exceptions may be made for matters of importance to 
Landings residents.    Anonymous letters are acceptable only in the Off My Chest feature and are subject to the guidelines of that feature. Personal 
attacks  not acceptable. 

Eagle Obituary Policy 
We carry obituary notices of any Landings resident at the request of a relative or close friend.  Please supply a good quality picture (it can be returned) 
and appropriate copy - which may be edited. If received by the 12th of the month it will appear the following month.  There is no charge.  

  All Submissions    
   Submissions to The Eagle should be in writing, typed and e-mailed, if possible, to insure accuracy.  All material  must be clearly identified with a 
contact person and phone number for verification or elaboration. 
   Addresses and phone numbers will not be published without authorôs permission. 
   Opinions expressed in  creative work, cartoons, personal commentary, letters or Off My Chest  are the opinions of the author, and not  necessarily 
The Eagle.  By-lined reporter material is subject to editing for accuracy and lack of bias. 
   All submissions are subject  to editing. Submissions due by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
   Submit to: E-Mail:  LandingsEagle@comcast.net   Mail: The Landings Eagle,   5164 Kestral Park Terrace, Sarasota FL 34231 Phone: (941) 925-8559  

 People to People 

Resident Opinion  (continued) 

mental improvements over a period of several years.ò E-mails 

and comments documented between July, 2005 and July of 

2008, clearly communicate that the future plan is to create a 

walking path in addition to a path to the observation area. 

All of these concepts require OPEN ACCESS to the Eagle 

Reserve.  

FACT:  Access is prohibited by Landings covenants and by 

the Sarasota County Commission. In 1978 the Commission 

adopted a resolution granting its approval of the plan to develop 

the Landings with a quid pro quo stipulation reserving the 

ñeagles nestingò area. Paragraph 29 of The Landings covenants 

defines the restriction on the Eagle Reserve, prohibiting access 

except for a viewing area. 

MISSTATEMENT:  The gatehouse came in at $188,000 (a 

4.3% increase) due to______ò,  

FACT : Gatehouse estimate in 2008 $135,000. The budget in 

September 2009 was $140,000; subsequently it was increased 

to $180,000. Actual cost $188,000. An increase of $48,000 over 

the 2009 budget (34% increase). Sound accounting budgeting 

principles state that deviation from budget is measured from the 

original budget ($140,000). Therefore LMA experienced  a 

34% increase, not a 4.3% increase as stated.  

MISSTATEMENT: ñThe infrastructure owned by the LMA 

comprises of two gate houses, the roads, and trees and lighting 

of the islandsò. 

FACT :  This list omits the surrounding walls, irrigation sys-

tems in the common areas, the fountains and lighting in the 

lakes, the surface drainage system and the nature trail. It  also 

omits many important capital projects that residents and the 

Board have considered, but rejected due to economic con-

straints. In addition to updating the North Gate, there are capital 

projects that have been discussed by the Board and residents at 

length: the need for a storage building, replacing inadequate 

street lighting, addressing safety and security issues. 

To create a new second walking trail is WASTEFUL  when 

we have an existing ñNature Walking Trailò that is under util-

ized. In the present economic environment many residents op-

pose the plan to spend $30,000 over the next three years in the 

Eagle Reserve that is not legally accessible for Landings resi-

dents (as clearly stated in legally recorded documents). LMA 

recognized Covenants Paragraph 29 as authorization for install-

ing an observation area just as we recognize it, but LMA 

chooses NOT  to recognize  and respect the restrictions of other 

access into the Eagles Reserve in the same paragraph. 

 If money is available in the future, a high priority SAFETY 

ISSUE  is the need for sidewalks. Sidewalks should be created 

in selective critical locations to remove the hazards walkers 

face where a curve in a street or vegetation blocks the view of 

an approaching motorist. Until LMA addresses the sidewalk 

SAFETY ISSUE,  to even consider adding a second recrea-

tional walkway in the Eagle Reserve makes no sense. 

We too want a truce, and hope the debate is now ended. We 

believe that we had to respond to a threat to our quality of life, 

the value of our homes, and our legal rights, which are defined 

in the legal opinion, dated December 30, 2008, of Michael 

Hartenstine. Mr. Hartenstine of Williams Parker, Harrison 

Dietz & Getzen is the author of the original Landings Cove-

nants and other documents which created The Landings. The 

Covenants can be read on the Eagle Web Site.  

  Howard Feltman, Kestral Way South 
 

Editor: 
We are in danger of losing two very desirable neighbors - 

the Publix Landings market and the Synovus Bank.   
 Louise and I switched to Synovus Bank because of its con-

venient location.   We found  there the same kind of warm, per-

sonal attention that we received  at the little Elkins Park Na-

tional Bank when we lived in Pennsylvania, and it's just across 

the street  from The Landings.  We go to the Landings Publix 

for all of our market purchases.  The store is never busy and the 

service is great.   If every reader of The Eagle will do the same 

it may improve their volume of business enough to keep them 

here.  
 We use the listings in The Eagle to find service peo-

ple recommended by other Landins.  It has worked very well 

for us.  We hope these recommendations will work the same 

way and will preserve these two conveniences among the many 

others that go with living where we do. 
 Louise and Bob Greenfield, Landings Blvd. 
     

   

 

 

To Fellow Landins, 

Many thanks to Lenora Jost and our wonderful 

"Landoliers" for a very special concert and a fine tribute to 

my husband, Bob Kincade. Bob loved being a "Landoliers"; 

the singing, the people and the conviviality of the group. The 

singing of his favorites "Danny Boy" and the "Irish Blessing" 

was especially moving ?and a reminder of how 

fragile life really is.  

   We moved to the Landings in 1990 and have 'always loved 

living in our special "paradise." When adversity struck, how-

ever, we realized how fortunate we really were to be part of 

our Landings Community. We are rich with caring neighbors 

and friends. With thanks to so many for so much.  

   Sincerely, Anita Kincade, Eagles Point Circle 
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Obituary 

 The new Eagle's co-founder and the Publisher's Life Part-
ner died only two days after the printer deadline for the April 
edition and days short of her 57th birthday.   "Charlie" Valen-
tine fought cancer with courage and determination from her 
diagnosis in August 2008 until her passing March 20, 2009. She 
dies at home with family at her side.  

   Charlie had been executive di-
rector of the Siesta Key Chamber 
of Commerce. She first joined the 
Chamber's Board of Directors in 
January 2005, earning the Cham-
ber's Sharon Cunningham Volun-
teer of the Year Award later that 
fall. Twice she  volunteered as the 
Chamber's Interim Executive Di-
rector before formally accepting 
the executive position in 2007.   
   People responded to her vivac-
ity, good humor and love of com-
munity. ñShe was always so posi-
tive about everything, she always 
tried to make things work,ò said 
Tom Kouvatsos of the Siesta Vil-

lage Cafe, who served with Charlie on the  Chamber Board.   
 ñCharlie was full of life,  one of the most upbeat people 

I've ever met,ò said Richard Cunningham of Cunningham Prop-
erty Management on Siesta Key. ñShe would always highlight 
the best of any situation, and always with a bit of levity,ò said 
Cunningham. ñHer strength was absolutely inspirational, even 
in the face of her illness.ò He and Charlie served on the  Cham-
ber Board and worked on the Chamber's SandFest and Golf 
Tournament.    

 ñIt was her honesty and enthusiasm and willingness to 
give, and her love of Siesta Key that got me involved with the 
Chamber,ò said Architect Mark H. Smith. Smith, who is presi-
dent of the Siesta Village Association, also worked with Charlie 
on the Chamber Board. ñHer biggest accomplishment was get-
ting people  involved who would not ordinarily become active. 
She had great people skills,ò he said. 
ñNo was not in her vocabulary, and you could never tell her 

no,ò said  Aimee Holmes of Hyatt Siesta Key Beach,  current  
Chairman of the Chamber Board. The Siesta Key Community 
Fireworks celebration was one of Charlie's favorite events.  
Holmes recalled the day Charlie invited her for an after-work 
glass of wine. ñTwenty minutes later she had me agreeing to 
chair the 2007 fireworks with six weeks to pull things together.  
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                 Custom Painting , Inc. 
 

 ǒ  228-8034 ǒ 
  Licensed & Insured  
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'We can do this' was Charlie's mantra.  And she was right there 
to help,ò said Holmes. 

Charlie was active in community service throughout her 
life, and she loved her dogs, birds and all animals.  ñShe was a 
person of causes,ò said Irwin Starr, her beloved partner of 28 
years. Together they produced The Landings Eagle. without her 
work as Sales Director, The Landings couldn't boast a 32 page 
newspaper. The Eagle's advertisers became Charlie's friends.   

Charlie lived and worked in seven states before settling in 
Sarasota 12 years ago. She was born in Minnesota, raised in 
Michigan and California, and earned a B.A. from The Univer-
sity of Wisconsin. She worked in Washington, Oregon and New 
Mexico in the news media, sales and tourism industry.   

Charlie's career path led her to a perfect fit as the Siesta 

Key Chamber's executive director, said Starr. ñI was so proud 
of her and the work she did at the Chamber.  I loved the whole 
package ï the way she walked and talked, her air of confidence. 
She loved high heels, and you could hear the click, click, click 
when she walked. She 
moved with a purpose.ò  

A memorial celebration 
was held March 27 at  the 
Siesta Key Chapel. Many 
attendees wore a touch of 
red, Charlie's favorite color.  

Donations may be made 
in Charlie's memory to the 
Siesta Key Community Fire-
works Celebration,  c/o the 
Siesta Key Chamber of 
Commerce, 5118 Ocean 
Blvd., Siesta Key, FL 34242 
or to TideWell Hospice, 
5955 Rand Blvd., Sarasota, 
FL 34238.   

Charlie is also survived 
by her son Nick Moretz of 
Tucson, Arizona;  daughter 
Kimberly Starr of Prosser, 
Washington; mother Bea-
trice Valentine DiDuca and 
sister Reneé Patton, both of 
Los Gatos, California;  and 
father Joe DiDuca and 
brother Benedict DiDuca, 
both of Paradise, California. 

Many Landins and  Siesta Key friends attend  Memorial.  
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Eagle Sightings 

Nesbitñ12/08 

Kaghanñ12/08 

 

These sight-

ings of eagles 

have been re-

ported to The 

Eagle. 

Weôll run the 

map as long as 

we add sight-

ings. 

E-mail us 

your sighting 

with specific 

indications of 

location.  

The arrows 

contain the 

name of the 

spotter and the 

month and year 

of the sighting. 

A couple of 

ñfly bysò have 

been reported at 

the Eaglesô Nest 

Area, but no 

perching and 

use of the nest 

has been seen.   
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