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LMA Hears New Drainage Plan 
 

A modification for the drainage plan for the Landings Nature 

Area was presented. (The Landings Nature Area is the newest 

name for what according to the documents is Eagleôs Nest 

Area.,  Many had, for years,  erroneously called it  The Eagle 

Preserve.) A more accurate term for it has been sought since 

The Landings Eagle newspaper  determined it had no legal 

status as a ñpreserve,ò an important distinction determining 

what may or may not be done to maintain or alter the property.    

Drainage has been a serious problem for a number of homes 

on the perimeter of the area.  (Disclosure:  The Eagleôs pub-

lisher has a home on the perimeter, however, without drainage 

issues.)  The favored, recent proposal carries the Landings Na-

ture Area overflow to existing storm sewers on Kestral Park 

Terrace via underground culvert.  See details on page 2.   

Jack Jost presented the recommendations for the committee, 

appointed by LMA, to examine drainage options for the area.  

Jost reports the recommendation comes after discussions with 

at least six experts including County and State of Florida staff, 

and civil engineers. The committee will seek further engineer-

ing drawings and determine the exact required approvals before 

seeking LMA action on the matter.  
'Okd`rd rdd ƏKL@Ɛ nm o`fd2) 
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Your Next Eagle 

 

There is NO JULY issue of The Eagle. Your next Eagle should 

reach your mailbox by August 1. Major breaking Landings news, 

as always,  is posted at: 

 www.LandingsEagle.com 

 

Yanchek Properties & LHA May Mtg.  
 

Solutions are slowly evolving for problems with the multiple 

properties owned by entities controlled or registered to attorney 

John Yanchek. The LHA is due to receive a $7,700 check to 

settle fines and legal fees in connection with 4887 Peregrine 

Point Circle property.  

  The occupant in 4860 Peregrine Point Circle, presumed to be 

James Crain, an associate of John Yanchek, was evicted May 

11.  County records show First State Bank held the mortgage on 

'Okd`rd rdd ƏKL@Ɛ nm6) 

Long time Landins don't recollect a Landings scene like this one in recent 
history. Some personal possessions at the curb line and a Sheriffôs Eviction 

Notice on the front  door of 4860 Peregrine Point Circle.  
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1635 Pine Harrier   
$825,000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Exquisitely detailed 
with warmth and 
elegance reminiscent 
of British gentry. 
Wood floors, high 
ceilings, columns and 
French doors, exotic 
tropical pool area with 
raised planters and 
waterfall, gourmet 
kitchen w/double 
convection oven, 
artistic touches and 
DSL wiring with four 
ports 

   

Exceptional service and profes-
sionalism along with creativity 
and enthusiasm distinguishes 
Barbara. Her background in-
cludes being a successful busi-
ness owner on St. Armands Cir-
cle and a Top Producer for Lee 
Wetherington Homes, along with 
serving on the board of the Junior 
League. Barbara has earned the 
company's prestigious Masters 
Circle award and has been a 
resident of Sarasota for 29 years. 

                                                         
   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The President reported: 

 North wall painting is near completion except for a few areas 

when stucco repair work is also underway. 

'ƏKL@Ɛ eqnl o`fd1) The board has learned the signing of a simple statement 

would open the option of having FEMA (Federal Emergency 

Management Administration)  assist in a cleanup should The 

Landings ever be hit by a natural disaster.  Comitting will be 

seriously considered. 

Previous, 2006 Proposal. The arc shown for the proposed drain-
age is approximate and not to scale. Dotted arrows show the 

natural flow of water causing the drainage issue.  

Previous Proposal Modified Proposal  

This modified proposal, according to the committee, takes ad-
vantage of the natural flow, requires a shallower swale and will 
use an underground culvert to go between properties and down 
Kestral Park Terrace to existing storm sewer connections.  

Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 

1722 Starling   $389,000 
Lake view 
with foun-
tain from 
2nd floor, 
large 
screened 
bonus 
room. 3 
Bedrooms, 

 2 full baths. 
Excellent condi-
tion. High ceil-
ings, close to 
pool and tennis 
courts.  

C a t h e d r a l /

Vaulted Ceil-
ings, Eat- In 
Kitchen, Open 

Plan, Walk-In 
Closet(S), Win-

dow Coverings  

1421 Landings Place  $485,000 
For those 

who love 
outdoor living 

- this Tree-
house has the 

perfect envi-
ronment - a 

large  
covered out-
door deck fully screened, adds room to this 

already spacious interior. Newly painted, with 
wood doors, new carpet and some tasteful 

artistic touches. Everything is new and clean 
and bright!    End unit with views of lush, 

mature landscaping in the sought after Land-
ings community. 
Racquet Club 

membership can 
be  i nc l ude d . 

Seller will pay all 
closing costs. Full 
1 year warranty.  



June/July 2007 - Landings Eagle  Page  3  

 

 

A Little Help Please 
By Ben Mayne, LMA Landscaping Chair 

 

    With the summer heat 

coming rapidly upon us, I 

would like a little help with 

o u r l a nd s c a p i n g .  

We have 

roughly 59 

islands that 

need look-

ing after and 

watering is a 

crucial part of 

the picture. 

        For those of you 

who walk for pleasure I 

would ask that if you see 

sprinklers that aren't working 

properly or plants that are looking 

stressed, that you contact me at 

benrm2@comcast.net, so we can 

correct the situation as quickly as 

possible.   

    Part of the value of our homes and 

condos is due to how we present the 

Landings to outsiders, to say 

nothing of our own enjoy-

ment.  Have a great sum-

mer and thanks ahead 

of time for the help. 

 

 The Phillippi Marina has told management of the Villas at 

Eagles Point they will extend the vinyl fence erected by the 

LMA several years ago, to facilitate better shielding of marina 

activities from Landings residents.  

Safety and Security reports: 

 The key pad at the south gate will be removed, thereby re-

quiring any vehicles having use of the gate to have the requisite 

bar codes installed.  

The security camera at the north gate has required some re-

pairs. 

 Barbara Martin will be coordinating security efforts and staff 

shifts.  Barbara remains an employee of Allied Security, not the 

LMA as was her predecessor. As in the past, issues related to 

security should be directed to the gate. 

 Speeding and STOP sign running remain serious problems in 

the Landings.  The radar gun, fines and a hearing procedure are 

all being examined to tackle the problem.  Anecdotal evidence 

includes instances of violators flatly refusing to discuss the mat-

ter with those trying to deal with the problem. 

Ben Mayne, non-board, Landscaping chair reported much of 

the island work has been completed.  He will be presenting pro-

posals in the future for further work pending budget availabil-

ity. 

The Roads and Drainage chair indicated work was continuing 

on engineering plans for the repaving of  Kestral Park Way 

from the north gate to the Trail. Engineering costs are running 

somewhat higher than expected.    

mailto:benrm2@comcast.net
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The Eagle and itôs editor are about to take a month off.  

Good time to reflect on the past year. 

The Sarasota Herald Tribuneôs coverage of the ñOndine 

blue garage doorò incident in the Countryplace deed-

restricted community got out attention.  If you arenôt famil-

iar with it, suffice it to say the Homeownerôs  Association 

litigate the specifics of a door color to the point it cost all 

the property owners about $150 to settle a suit when the 

Association lost in the courts.  

We werenôt there, but will bet the following all played a 

role in the problem: 1) association management feeling 

power enough to avoid reasonable concessions and care-

ful negotiation; 2) a homeowner too intent on not being 

pushed around by an association; 3) lawyers with nothing 

to lose, and maybe a few bucks to gain, to work harder to 

settle. 

In recent years our Landings associations have done 

well balancing tough enforcement with reasonable com-

promise.  The LHA has handled some specific problems 

with care.  Slow, patient litigation on the John Yanchek 

properties appears to have paid off both in getting them 

cleaned up and reimbursement of legal fees ï helped 

along in no small measure by Yanchekôs other legal diffi-

culties.  They tackled clearing alternative roofing materials 

perhaps a little too slowly, but the job got done and alter-

natives found.  They sought and found creative solutions 

to non-compliant roofing materials used along Camino 

Real without litigation expense or needless expense to 

the homeowner. And, homeowners offered too few votes 

to pass an overly restrictive and complex set of rental 

rules on homes.  

We are reminded of a book recommended five years 

ago by Jim Faix, then a manager for Argus Properties. It 

was called Be Reasonable and recommended a three 

point test about association rules:  

1) make rules only when you need them 

2) modernize them to fit the times 

3) make as few as possible.   

Finally, our best defense against ever suffering an 

ñOndine blue garage doorò syndrome is government in the 

sunshine (see story to the right) and a well informed and 

participatory constituency. 

The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet 
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents.  The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.  
  

Editor and Publisher:  Irwin Starr   Sales Director:  Ms. Charlie Valentine. 
The Landings Eagle  É Irwin Starr, 2007, Sarasota FL 

Thanks this month to:  Barbara Pendrell,   Dick Lutz, Marilyn Newman,  Dee Ricapito, Barbara Martin,  Kevin Lechlitner, Carl Zeisler,  Scott 

Diamond, Robbie Salum, Leslie McLean, Len Gumley, Toni Anthony, Dorothy Spelman. Bill Whitman, Fritz Drybrough, Don Smally,  Jules 

Chawkins,  Gordon Garrett, Al Weeks, Sara Rhodes, Bob Capo,  Marcia Capo, Lee Morgenlander. Dick Bayles, Gary Warren, Owen Comora ð 

Forgive us if we missed youðbut please let us know. 

Commentary Resident Opinion 

 

IPS 

No letters this month...so we offer this. 

 

Floridaôs Sunshine 
Florida was one of the earliest states to include ñGovernment 

in the Sunshineò as a precept of government. 

The state legislature has included the doctrine in the legisla-

tion governing the operation of both Homeowners Associations 

(including the Landings Management Association) and Condo-

minium Associations. 

The Eagle deems this an important right for both constituents 

and media, such as The Eagle.  Because the publisher is a 

homeowner we regularly attend the LMA and LHA meetings.  

We do not hold the same status at condominium association 

meetings though several, over the years, have invited us to at-

tend when theyôve been dealing with important issues.  We also 

welcome stories written by condo association members and 

would welcome regular reports by any condo association. 

As residents you have certain rights at the association meet-

ings, and the directors have responsibilities to make their deci-

sion in the complete sunshine so property owners can be aware 

of the debate, the  voting process and the ultimate action.   

Government in the Sunshine as it affects the Landings Rac-

quet Club is much less clear.  We are not aware of any specific 

legislation extending open meeting rules to organizations such 

as the LRC.  Several residents have raised the issue with us 

relative to decisions on the Club Pro. Theyôve made the point 

the LRC enjoys mandatory membership by Landings South 

condo residences, and is required to grant membership (for a 

fee) to homeowners and Landings North residences.  Therefore, 

theyôve conjectured, such open meeting rules should apply to 

the LRC.  The Eagle leaves this issue on the table, other than to 

say fault can seldom be found with open government, while  

suspicion is easily generated by  ñsecretò action. We should 

also note, and thank  LRC board presents and past for being  

open to inquiries by The Eagle and replying quickly and can-

didly.  

The actual wording of the Florida Statutes regarding Home-

owners Associations (including the Landings Management As-

sociation) and Condominium Associations.  

 

Homeowners Association (inc LMA)  Excerpts 
 

720.303 2(a)  A meeting of the board of directors of an asso-
ciation occurs whenever a quorum of the board gathers to con-
duct association business. All meetings of the board must be 
open to all members except for meetings between the board 
and its attorney with respect to proposed or pending litigation 
where the contents of the discussion would otherwise be gov-
erned by the attorney-client privilege. 

720.303 2( c )(2)(3) Directors may not vote by proxy or by se-
cret ballot at board meetings, except that secret ballots may be 
used in the election of officers. This subsection also applies to 
the meetings of any committee or other similar body, when a 
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A Critical Eye - Commentary 
                       Fritz Drybrough 

Maybe itôs just me, but it 

seems that life has gotten 

more complicated.  I hear 

my kids talking about the 

jobs they bounce around in 

and have no idea what they 

are discussing. Not that 

there is anything wrong ï 

itôs just that I donôt know 

what theyôre really doing. 

I just got a new car and 

have no idea what some of 

the gizmos are ï or how the óclimate controlô works. Since 

itôs a van, there are controls in the rear that somehow Iôm 

supposed to either let the passengers fool with, or take care 

of up front ï this is called a ñmodeò. I am in the wrong mode 

it seems rather than the right one most of the time. 

All of this is intended to ñmake life betterò I guess, but all 

it seems to do is confuse me. And itôs all around me ï tele-

phones, televisions, VCRs, DVDs, and the list goes on. My 

brain is suffering from information overload. If I have to 

remember one more óuser nameô, password, pin number, or 

God knows what, I think Iôll self destruct. 

Not only that, but you canôt speak to a óhuman beingô 

about your situation until youôve pushed 27 codes into the 

phone ï and then they drop your call. I love it when they 

say, ñPush one for Englishò and then you speak to someone 

in India, Korea, or who knows where, who canôt speak Eng-

lish. Arrrgg! 

Yes, I am definitely ñout of the loopò, overwhelmed, under 

skilled, and an Old Fogy ions  

final decision will be made regarding the expenditure of associa-
tion funds, and to any body vested with the power to approve or 
disapprove architectural decisions with respect to a specific par-
cel of residential property owned by a member of the commu-
nity. 

Condo Associations 

 

718.112  Bylaws.ð(Excerpted) ( c ) 
c)  Meetings of the board of administration at which a quorum 

of the members is present shall be open to all unit owners. Any 
unit owner may tape record or videotape meetings of the board 
of administration. The right to attend such meetings includes the 
right to speak at such meetings with reference to all designated 
agenda items. The division shall adopt reasonable rules govern-
ing the tape recording and videotaping of the meeting. The as-
sociation may adopt written reasonable rules governing the fre-
quency, duration, and manner of unit owner statements. . . 

(ED NOTE: This section also contains specific meeting no-

tification requirements. It concludes with the one exception to 

open meetings, similar to that in the Homeowner  laws.) 
Notwithstanding any other law, the requirement that board 

meetings and committee meetings be open to the unit owners is 
inapplicable to meetings between the board or a committee and 
the association's attorney, with respect to proposed or pending 
litigation, when the meeting is held for the purpose of seeking or 
rendering legal advice. 

 

To read the complete  text of Florida State law regarding the 

management of Homeowners Associations and Condo associa-

tion go to:  www.LandingsEagle.com  on the left menu click 

ñState Laws Plus.ò  Halfway down that page are links to the 

Corrections & Amplifications  

In May we reported on the new fees for initiation in the 

LRC.  The new initiation fee is $500, not $300 as stated in our 

front page article.  As reported, the annual dues are increased 

by $300 for those using the new $500 initiation fee.  

 The details as reported in Gordon Garret's column. 

* * *  

In Marcia Capoôs essay on ñCallieò we accidentally clipped 

the last two paragraphs.  We are reprinting the entire article on 

page 8.  

Gettinô It Off My Chest!  
   The Eagle  prints items from Landins without 

attribution as long as they are not specific enough 

to identify individuals, addresses, companies, etc.   
They are printed as received except for minor 

editing to insure clarity.   

   Send to: LandingsEagle@comcast.net.  Your 

name and phone number are required on the sub-

mission, but we will not print them.   

LJK  An Eagle - the bird - was on 

the first brochures for The Landings.  

They still appear on the pedestals along 

the Trail, on the Main Gate wall, on the 

Racquet Club logo and on the mast head 

of the community newspaper.  

   But what was once ñThe Eagle Pre-

serveò or ñThe Eagles Nest Areaò is now 

ñThe Landings Nature Area,ò easily con-

fused with the Nature Trail and without 

homage to our Eagle heritage.  

   Plug ñEagleò into that name some-

where, please.  
É  Zawleski ô02   

 
 

Eagle Submission Policies 
 

   Resident Opinion and Guest Commentary are intended for use by Landings residents. Exceptions may be made for matters of importance to Landings residents.    

Anonymous letters are acceptable only in the Off My Chest feature and are subject to the guidelines of that feature. Personal attacks  not acceptable. 
Eagle Obituary Policy 

We carry obituary notices of any Landings resident at the request of a relative or close friend.  Please supply a good quality picture (it can be returned) 
and appropriate copy - which may be edited. If received by the 12th of the month it will appear the following month.  There is no charge.  

  All Submissions    
   Submissions to The Eagle should be in writing, typed and e-mailed, if possible, to insure accuracy.  All material  must be clearly identified with a 
contact person and phone number for verification or elaboration. 
   Addresses and phone numbers will not be published without authorôs permission. 
   Opinions expressed in  creative work, cartoons, personal commentary, letters or Off My Chest  are the opinions of the author, and not  necessarily 
The Eagle.  By-lined reporter material is subject to editing for accuracy and lack of bias. 
   All submissions are subject  to editing. Submissions are due by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
 
   Submit to: E-Mail:  LandingsEagle@comcast.net   Mail: The Landings Eagle,   5164 Kestral Park Terrace, Sarasota FL 34231 Phone: (941) 925-8559  
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 the property.  Sarasota Herald Tribune writer Michael Braga 

reported: ñOne of First State's customers who recently defaulted 

on two residential loans totaling $775,617 was James Russell 

Crain, a longtime client of attorney John Yanchek.ò The curb-

side items were ultimately taken away by Waste Management 

The property, 5104 Flicker Field Circle, was foreclosed upon 

by Wells Fargo and purchased back by them at auction for 

$100. That property has an interesting history and is indicative 

of the pattern of buying, immediately refinancing for substan-

tially more money.  

'ƏKG@Ɛ eqnl o`fd1) Braga also reported: ñ What is less well-known is that Crain 

avoided foreclosure on . . . 5104 Flicker Field Circle. . . by sell-

ing it in January 2006 to Sarasota real estate agent Richard 

Asendorf. Both Crain and Asendorf share the same lawyer, 

John A. Yanchek, and it was Yanchek who put the deal to-

gether.ò 

Rumors persist ownership alternatives are being sought for 

the remaining properties with Yanchek and/or Crain connec-

tions . 

Meanwhile John Yanchek faces disciplinary action and possi-

ble disbarment due to matters unrelated to the Landings proper-

ties. 

In other matters the LHA took up: 

Å The matter of non-complying roofing material on homes 

along Camino Real was settled.  These are homes specifically 

exempt from mandatory membership in the LHA but required 

by covenants to comply with architectural restrictions and re-

quiring board approval for changes.  The settlement will allow 

retaining the non-complying roofs for up to 20 years, but instal-

lation of complying roofing material if the property is sold.  

The agreement likely saved the association substantial legal 

fees. 

Å A homeowner on the perimeter of the Landings Nature Area 

(Eagles Nest Area) expressed concern about fire dangers from 

the unmowed grasses and weeds. It was explained this is an 

LMA issue and had been discussed at the May LMA meeting. 

See page 8 for background on this issue.  

Å A request for a variance in placing a new pool cage was 

delayed until both landscape plans and an indication of no ob-

jection from the back lot line neighbor was obtained. 

 

 5104 FLICKER FIELD CIR  LOT 224 LANDINGS UNIT 1 

Sale Date Sale Price Buyer 

11/30/2003  $387,857  YANCHEK  TTEE,JOHN A 

12/1/2003  $700,000  FLICKER-LANDINGS CORP 
  C/O JOHN A YANCHECK PA 

   
2005 Just (Market) Value:$441,000* 
      *assessment by Sarasota County 

  1/26/2006 $850,000 
ASENDORF J RICHARD &  
ASENDORF VICTORIA 

The Flicker Field Circle property 
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