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LHA Board Meeting Uneventful 

 

In a brief December meeting the LHA board decided to re-

write its existing interpretation of how long storm shutters and 

window coverings may be left up after storm warnings and to 

what extent the rules would cover windows not seen from the 

street.  The rewritten policy will be reviewed and acted upon at 

the January meeting. 

The Treasurer reported the LHA will end the year with a 

slight surplus. He also indicated the number of damaged mail-

boxes, now covered, for 

homeowners only by the 

LHA,  is running higher than 

expected. The policy calls for 

LHA to pay the expense of 

repair if the perpetrator cannot 

be identified.  Homeowners 

are expected to assist in iden-

tifying and collecting from 

whoever did the damage, in-

cluding guests to their homes. 

Several landscape, repaint-

ing schemes, and home addi-

tions were considered and 

approved.  One thorny issue 

under consideration is what appears to be a quite tall  "ham" 

radio antenna.  It is designed to be moved up and down rather 

than permanently seen.  The board has referred consideration of 

the matter to its counsel for interpretation. Ham antennas are 

not included in the Communications Act exemptions permitting 

certain antennas in covenanted communities. 

January 2010 
Volume 8 Number 10 

Storm Sewers - Unexpected Expense 
 

The December meeting of the LMA board was strictly infor-

mational as there were not enough board members present for a 

quorum.  

A major, unexpected expense has developed as several 

storm sewers have sprung leaks. The leaks cause erosion 

around the point of the leak resulting, in many cases, in indenta-

tions in the pavement above and collapse of the pavement if left 

unrepaired.  Recent repairs have or will require about $15,000.  

In addition similar repairs in Treehouse roads for about $4,800 

will be reimbursed to the Treehouses because such repairs are 

the responsibility of the LMA, not individual associations.  

These repair costs are not Sarasota Countyôs responsibility as 

Landings roads are private, owned by the LMA, unlike sanitary 

sewers which are Sarasota Utilitiesô responsibility. . 

Modifications are not expected to be necessary to the pro-

 (Please see òLMAó on page 2) 
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Your Next Issue 
You can expect your next issue February 1, 2010. Late 

breaking developments are posted at: 
www.LandingsEagle.com  

White outlines the extent of resurfacing after repairs are made to leaking storm 
sewer pipes and collectors. This is one of several similar repairs along Pere-
grine Point Drive. One of the earliest roads constructed in  The Landings, it 

follows the original road to the Potter Palmer Mansion.  

Revisit  

The Landingsô  

MOST  

FRUSTRATING 

INTERSECTION 

Page 4 
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Gatehouse  

Remove all unwanted old plants & trees 

Move and reuse Flax Lilly Iris 

                          Plant list4, # 30 D D Blanchard 

Magnolia trees 

2, # 30 Little Gem Magnolia trees 

6, # 15 European Fan palms 

130,3 gallon Knock-out-Roses 

70, 3 gallon Walters Vibernum 

40, 3 gallon Mammy Crotons 

300, 3 gallon Green Island Ficus 

4, 7 gallon Card Board Palms 

120,1 gallon Flax Lilly 

20,1 gallon Iris 

14, 3 gallon Muhley Grass 

10, 3 gallon Dwarf Fakahatchee Grass 

200, 6 inch Annuals (Impatients) 

3, 3 ft x 3 ft Landscape Boulders 

70, yards of Mini Pine Bark mulch 

 

posed 2010 budget since road resurfacing is expected to cost 

less than the 2010 allocation.  However, some are suggesting 

with our aging infrastructure we may need an annual allocation 

similar to how road resurfacing  has been handled for many 

years.  

There  was considerable discussion among board members 

and attendees over how to handle the continuing problem of 

speeders and careless unsafe driving practices in The Landings.   

Everyone would like to see it controlled before there is a 

serious accident resulting in injury or death.  There was recently 

a "near miss" at the front gate and one incident of an animal 

killed as someone sped through an open gate lane.  

Further discussion over the covenant revisions will take 

place at the next meeting.   

Ben Mayne, landscape chair, provided a preliminary plan 

for  redoing the ñmain island,ò just inside the main gate, in 

2010. The plan is above, and to the right.  

(òLMAó from page 1) 
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Michael Saunders & Company 
St. Armands Circle Office 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 

                                                         
 

    
 

Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 

Fabulous 3 Bed Room,  2½  Bath plus a bonus 
room, Landings Treehouse. Southern exposure 
Lush tropical surrounding with several outdoor  
patios plus balconies. Meticulously maintained, 

high ceilings, wonderful active community. Pet 
friendly. Feels like a home inside.  $365,000  

   Barbara is known for providing exceptional service 
and professionalism, along 
with creativity and enthusi-
asm. A Sarasota resident 
for over thirty years and a 
past St. Armand's Circle 
business owner, Barbara 
has been a top producer 
with Michael Saunders for 
over 10 years.  

   Communications and 
determination are key to 
her success in every nego-
tiation. She assists home 
buyers and sellers through 
the intricacies of the dy-
namic Sarasota real estate 
market. 

 Barbara is consistently recognized for her achieve-
ments ð the Michael Saunder's prestigious Master's 
Circle award, and 3-year recipient of the "Five Star Best 
in Client Satisfaction" award.  

  Barbara is past board member of the St. Armand's 
Merchant Association and the Junior League. She is 
President of the New College Library Association.  

1474 Landings Circle  - The Landings  

barbara@newhomeadvice.com                            941.350.3743     

New Man on the Route 
 

Welcome Dirk Bouwman (it's the Dutch spelling, according 

to Dirk)  the new, permanent postal carrier to the homes, Clois-

ters, Carriage Houses and 

Treehouses.  Dirk won the 

Postal Service's  internal bid-

ding process - seniority, not 

money - for what he describes 

as "a very desirable route."  

Seems people think we folks 

in The Landings are a 

"friendly bunch." His smile 

reveals the fact he's already 

enjoying the Landings route.  

Dirk has had a long career 

with the USPS, covering two 

separate stints starting back in 

Illinois. He moved to Florida 

on what he calls "his lucky 

day, 7-7-77,"  with his parents.  

He originally planned to study International Relations at USF, 

then only a Tampa campus, until he discovered the length of 

time the drive took without the benefit of then non-existent 

freeways." (For curious historians, segments of I-75 started 

opening around Tampa in the early 80's.) 

After a few interim jobs, including furniture salesman, Dirk 

rejoined the Postal Service and has since had long runs of up to 

eight years on Siesta Key, in the San Remo area and Beneva & 

Clark road area.   

When asked how long we can expect to see him on this route, 

he confesses he could retire in about a year...but that's highly 

unlikely as he has a 16-year old daughter who plans to go to 

college and then on to medical school.  "I plan to be working 

for quite a few more years."  Dirk and his wife have two other 

daughters one a homemaker and the other a mental health coun-

selor in the U.S. Air Force.  

Asked if he had any message for Landins, it was simply, "I'll 

do the best job I can.  Bear with me...I'm human too." 

Dirk admits that while he enjoys his job his real passion is 

painting.  He works in acrylics describing himself as an ab-

stract/expressionist." 

Welcome Dirk to the neighborhood when you see his familiar 

white truck. 

Environmental Ed Program Planned 
 

On January 27 at 7 pm in the LRC poolside room the LMA 

Ecological and Environmental Committee will present an edu-

cation program for the LMA board and the presidents of the 

various other associations and their landscape committees.  

The purpose of the program is to provide information on the 

ecology and maintenance of the lakes, mowing practices, fertili-

zation procedures and care and feeding of the palms.  

This information will assist the community associations in 

developing appropriate specifications for their contractors and a 

basis for holding them accountable.  

These efforts will be helpful to the Landings Community in 

enhancing the ecology and environment. 

http://mfr.mlxchange.com/#03#03
mailto:barbara@newhomeadvice.com
javascript:openFullImageView()
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Revisiting the Problematic Intersection 

The substance of this article first appeared several years ago in 
The Eagle. With increasing traffic and the return of the snow-
birds it is clear the problem still exists. Perhaps itôs time to reex-
amine alternatives.    

 

Itôs not the most dangerous intersection in the world - the 

speed is  ñslow to stop!ò  But itôs the top spot for road rage and 

high blood pressure around The Landings. 

It is the point on Kestral Parkway North where parking lot 

entry points and left turns converge,  just west of the Trail. The 

main intersection, the Trail (US 41), Kestral Parkway North and 

Proctor is more life threatening ï there have been fatalities 

there - but solutions there are not as obvious as our target. 

Specifically, the target point is where vehicles line up to turn 

left onto the Trail then left and into Landings Plaza; cars enter 

Kestral Parkway North from the easternmost exit of the Land-

ings Plaza (Point ñAò); and entry and exit to the Pier 1/Circuit 

City parking lot (Point ñBò).  

As the diagram shows, vehicles converging from multiple 

lanes and four directions affect the left turn lane: each of the 

two drives (ñAò & ñBò), Kestral Parkway itself and those enter-

ing from the Trail wanting to turn left into the first Landings 

Plaza drive (ñAò).   

In addition to the congestion, the left hand turn lane itself can 

be problematic.  The left turn signal is activated by in-ground 

sensors.  If there is no vehicle over them the left turn light will 

not activate and the line will not move at all.  For safety rea-

sons, it is also one of those Sarasota traffic lights not permitting 

the left turn when traffic 

crossing the Trail is ab-

sent.  

   If the first vehicle in the 

left turn lane does not 

pull forward enough to be 

above the sensors the left 

turn arrow will not acti-

vate, requiring an entire 

signal cycle for another 

opportunity.   Similarly a 

several vehicle gap in the 

line turning left shuts 

down the left turn signal 

prematurely ï that is, 

before all left turners 

have made the turn.  

  These problems are alle-

viated simply by making 

sure you pull up to the 

crosswalk if you are the 

first car, and keeping the 

gap as tight as safety per-

mits when making the 

left turn. 

   It surprises many 

Landins to learn the 

roads between The Land-

ings Main and North 

Gates to the Trail are 

owned by the Landings. 

LMA is responsible for 

their maintenance.  (The 

shopping center itself 

pays an annual fee to the 

LMA per the original 

covenants.) 

   That said, the LMA 

should be able to facili-

tate change in the roadôs 

traffic pattern. 

   The second diagram 

offers one suggestion.  

Simply close the two 

most eastern access 

Circuit City 

Pier 1 
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drives to the road (ñAò & ñBò), providing much more distance for vehicles to sort themselves out and line up for their desired lane. 

Or, as Europeans would say, more distance to ñqueue-up.ò Most important it prevents the congestion caused by vehicles from multi-

ple directions converging at the point in the middle of the circle in the ñProblemò diagram. 

A second solution is offered by reader Bev Leidel. It proposes drive "B" permit "entry only" into the Circuit City, Pier 1 lot, and 

drive "C" be used as the exit.  

This solution would cost virtually nothing -- a few barricades and some signs during a test period.  

Objections are likely to come from the shopping centers themselves.  If the solution works as tested the shopping centers could 

build new entry points farther west from the current ones. 

There are other more costly solutions, such as adding additional east and west lanes to the intersection.   

Alternative 1 

Alternative 2 
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The Eagle Needs your skills:   

Feature Writers, Electronic Artist,  

Association News Reporters 
 

We need your wildlife photos, shot in 
The Landings.   

Call  925-8559 or e-mail Land-
ingsEagle@comcast.net 

 

The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet 
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents.  The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.  
  

Editor and Publisher:  Irwin Starr   . 
The Landings Eagle  © Irwin Starr, 2009, Sarasota FL   

Thanks this month to:  Barbara Pendrell,  Dick Lutz, Bob & Marcia Capo, Marilyn Newman, Ralph & Dee  Ricapito, , Kevin Lechlitner, Jim & 
Sandy Goldman, Carl Zeisler,  Scott Diamond, Leslie McLean, Toni Anthony,  Dick Bayles,  Bill Whitman,  Joe Venezia, Al Weeks, Dorothy Spel-
man, Jaime Colon,   Henry Rhodes, Lee Morganlander, . ð  Forgive us if we missed youðbut please let us know. 

Editorial Resident Opinion  

IPS 

There's not much hard news in The Landings Eagle this 

month.  Not the kind of publication that pleases an editor/

publisher. 

While we seem to be somewhat lacking in hard news, 

there is a plethora of activities and events.  The calendar 

is as full as we have seen it in the eight years The (new) 

Eagle has been around. 

As the Landings matures, approaching 30 years, we are 

also seeing a resurgence of active participants in the 

quality of life of The Landings, more young families, more 

youngsters. A renewal, of you will.  . 

We are told there is an unexpected interest in running 

for the LMA board for 2010.  What a pleasant and unex-

pected surprise. Careful and thoughtful consideration of  

the candidates by the association presidents, the only 

ones permitted to vote under The Landings documents, is 

essential to the future open elections. 

The Landings Eagle would like to see time provided so 

each candidate could present their views and visions for 

the community in both an open forum and in writing in 

The Eagle. We offer these pages for that purpose when-

ever requested. 

While we're talking about progress the continuing and 

seemingly increasing cry for more careful driving cannot 

go unmentioned.   This writer has lived here 13 years and 

approximately 8 -10  speed bump decisions - to put them 

in and to take them out.   Speed bumps, or the newest 

incarnation, speed tables, are only a deterrent. . . they 

may or may not be effective.   The only real solution, as it 

is in so many situations, is personal responsibility. 

I'll admit to finding myself going a bit faster than I should 

through The Landings. When I spot it, I try to immediately 

slow down.  But even more important, I try to always keep 

a sharp eye.  If I see a person walking, especially children 

or somene with an unpredictable dog on leash, I commit 

myself to slowing enough to comfortably exchange a 

wave and a smile.  It's a considerate and rewarding habit 

to develop!  Why not include it in your New Year's Resolu-

tions? 

Personally,   I'm hoping for a much better year in 2010, 

a new decade, than 2009.  Whether it's personal, or eco-

nomic or simply hope for the future, may your New Year 

be everything you want it to be and everything you can 

make it! 

You might also resolve to write some letters to the edi-

tor. That column is emptier than it should be! 

Letter to the Eagle Editor 

My family and I have lived in the Landings for over a decade, 

and truly enjoy the neighborhood with its meandering, tree-

lined streets, heavily landscaped islands, and beautiful homes. 

We enjoy walking, jogging, and dog-walking throughout the 

community and laugh that weôve covered many marathons 

without leaving the gate.  

There is one óbeefô we have, however, that detracts from that 

enjoyment.  The majority of drivers fail to brake whatsoever 

when approaching pedestrians.  The low speed limit we have is 

adequate for safety UNLESS a car and walker are sharing a 

narrow passage with center island!  I have leapt out of the way 

many times as an auto maintained speed and expected me to do 

so.  When I was undergoing P.T. on an ankle and was a bit 

slower than usual, I felt especially vulnerable.   

There are streets with posts and ropes that necessitate a jump 

over a hurdle to avoid drivers, and if a dog is on the end of a 

leash, that is another factor.  

I know of two families who moved away from our neighbor-

hood, as they were runners or bikers and said it was just too 

dangerous.  My husband and I have tried smiling and waving to 

oncoming cars that seem to be looking elsewhere, frowning and 

waving, and flailing arms.  Even then, some do not brake.   

Open straight-aways are often followed by blind turns with 

islands, clearly to serve as speed deterrents, but they donôt quite 

get the job done when drivers enter at 30 MPH. A walker could 

be just a few feet away before being seen.   

I want to state that I do not think this is a teen driving prob-

lem.  There seems to be a homogeneous mix of youth, AARP 

and Medicare participants!   

None of us wish to increase the use of speed bumps, so letôs 

have a little courtesy and slow down when approaching walkers 

and bikers.  Youôll still get to work, shopping, golf, or whatever 

and make our neighborhood a bit more pleasant. 

Sincerely,  

Carolyn Sanchez, Kestral Park Way South 
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Where  Landins Can  Speak Anonymously  
  

   The Eagle  prints items from Landins without attribution as long as they are not spe-
cific enough to identify individuals, addresses, companies, etc.   They are printed as 
received except for minor editing to insure clarity.  
  Send to Editor@LandingsEagle.com. Your name and phone number are required on 
the submission but will not be printed. 
 
 

LLL I am incensed! The last time I looked, we live in a democracy where the majority opinion rules and no one has a veto 

power that is without recourse. 

To have any one of our association presidents vote to insist on 100% agreement for any change within the LMA is tantamount to 

the desire for a dictatorship. 

It has been my experience that the association presidents do not poll their individual residents when they vote.  Basically, they rep-

resent themselves and people of like views. 

Please open your minds and get behind either a 75% association president vote or a majority of property owners to change our gov-

ernance. 

LL Dog owners allow their dogs to be loose and untended in their yards, believing that their "invisible fences" will be ade-

quate control.  Not only should an owner be supervising their animal, but dogs don't necessarily obey invisible lines and should be on 

a leash so as not to threaten pedestrians or other dogs being walked on a leash.  The rules state that pets must be under control at all 

times. 

 

Gettinô It Off My Chest!  

 

Eagle Submission Policies 
   Resident Opinion and Guest Commentary are intended for use by Landings residents. Exceptions may be made for matters of 
importance to Landings residents.    Anonymous letters are acceptable only in the Off My Chest feature and are subject to the guide-
lines of that feature. Personal attacks not acceptable. 

Eagle Obituary Policy 
We carry obituary notices of any Landings resident at the request of a relative or close friend.  Please supply a good quality picture (it 
can be returned) and appropriate copy - which may be edited. If received by the 12th of the month it will appear the following month.  
There is no charge.  

  All Submissions    
   Submissions to The Eagle should be in writing, typed and e-mailed, if possible, to insure accuracy.  All material  must be clearly 
identified with a contact person and phone number for verification or elaboration. 
   Addresses and phone numbers will not be published without authorôs permission. 
   Opinions expressed in  creative work, cartoons, personal commentary, letters or Off My Chest  are the opinions of the author, and not  
necessarily The Eagle.  By-lined reporter material is subject to editing for accuracy and lack of bias. 
   All submissions are subject  to editing. Submissions due by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
   Submit to: E-Mail:  LandingsEagle@comcast.net   Mail: The Landings Eagle,   5164 Kestral Park Terrace, Sarasota FL 34231 Phone: 
(941) 925-8559  

Ad News  
by  Eagle Advertising Department 

As we enter a new year, and the ninth year of the "new" Land-
ings Eagle we extend a special thank you to the many advertisers 
who have supported us with their business. Many have been in  
every one of our near 80 issues.  We sincerely thank both our old 
and new advertisers. 

We welcome The Heron Communities of Sarasota,  to The 
Eagle this month.  Check out their colorful  insert for their three 
local communities. Each takes a different approach to your long 
term living needs.  They are rental base, but include all the ameni-
ties you'd expect from such a facility. 

Ameri -can Cleaning Services joined us last month. They spe-
cialize in "green" cleaning of garbage and refuse receptacles - from 
cans to recycling bins.  They can assist in keeping your garage, or 
condo receptacle area  pleasant smelling and free of many pesky 
bugs. 

Daniel's Plumbing is offering a special price on parts and instal-
lation of 30 - 40 gallon water heater.  If yours is nearing the end of 
its useful life, now is the time to get an infrequent bargain  on this 
home essential! 

Two new service suppliers have been added to our Business Card 
section.  American Maid Service, owned and operated by 
Tammie Carter and North Coast Paint Company for cleaning and 
painting virtually any surface in your resident, inside or out! 

Several of our advertisers are offering some real bargains this 
month.  Ehmers Meat Market and Steakhouse is featuring three 

specials exclusively for Landings Residents - a great buy on whole 
filet minions, a free bottle of wine with  eat-in dinners for two and 
an ultra cheap NY Style Reuben for lunch.   Just be sure to take 
their ad along to identify yourself as a Landin! 

Several restaurants are offering January specials.  Geckos will 
take $5.00 of your check of $25 or more with their ad.  And the 
Corkscrew has one of their outstanding sandwiches on sale every 
day - watch the sign in front of the deli! 

The new I -Hop in the Best Buy/Barnes & Noble plaza is not just 
for breakfast!  Stop by and tell them you live in The Landings and 
you'll get 20% off your check. See their ad, right under the calen-
dar on page 35.   

On Siesta Key, Javier's is just a couple blocks south off the 
Stickney Point bridge. Try their delightfully different and bargain 
priced, four course Tapas dinner or save 20% off the regular menu 
if seated by  5:45pm. 

Landings Eagle  restaurant advertisers cover the range of doming 
styles.  Try Cafe Gabbiano on a sunset trip to Siesta and visit their 
newly remodeled and appointed outdoor patio with the cozy and 
beautiful next door Wine Club.  Or, right outside the north gate,  
visit Vincenzia and her Chef son at Ferrari' s. Their new, very 
attractive location is on the north end of The Landings Plaza. 

Why not pick one out to try every week - and tell them we sent 
you! 
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These sightings of eagles have been reported to The Eagle. Weôll run the map as long as we add sightings. 

E-mail us your sighting with specific indications of location.  The arrows contain the name of the spotter and the month and year of 

the sighting. A couple of ñfly bysò have been reported at the Eaglesô Nest Area, but no perching and use of the nest has been seen.   

Nesbit -  2/08 

Kaghan - 12/08 

2 Fly Bys - 12/08 
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EAT IN OR TAKE OUT 
Open Mon-Sat  7:30AM-3:30 PM 

Around the corner in the Landings Plaza 
Landins  -$1 off any Specialty Sandwich 

Just bring in this Coupon! 

Serving The Landings Since 1994  òAlways In Good Tasteó 925-3955  Fax: 926-0066 

Daily $4.99  

Sandwich Specials  

From our Delicious Menu  

Drop By . . .  

They Change Daily  

Carroll 2/3/09 

Pate -  3/09 

Sanchez - 9/18 & 11/18 
11/18/09  
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Happy New Year  
from The Eagle and its Advertisers  


