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               LHA Seeks Candidates Too! 
 

Deadline for submission of candidates interested in running 

for the  Homeownerôs Association Board, (LHA) is January 9. 

Any member of the LHA is eligible to run. Three seats are up 

for election.  The incumbents, Bill Whitman, Judy Greene and 

David Jacaruso are all expected to seek reelection.  A fourth 

seat  may also be vacant if an appointment is not made to that 

seat by the President before the election.  The seat 

was vacated by the resignation of Jim Goldman. 

   Two long-standing homeowner issues under dis-

pute were settled at the December meeting. 

Owners of the controversial fence on Landings 

Blvd. at Heron Way have agreed to reduce its 

height to 6 feet and move it off the road easement. 

The length of the fence remains the same but is as 

much as 16 feet to as little as 4 feet further back 

from the road. The owners made it clear they felt 

the LHA held some responsibility in the matter, but in the inter-

est of community peace  and not burdening the Association and 

therefore all homeowners with potential legal costs they will 

make the changes at their expense. 

The ñchain link fenceò issue on Peregrine Point Way has been 

handled to the satisfaction of adjacent homeowners and the 

required fine paid. 

Several approvals were given for landscape and paint modifi-

cations. 

Homeowners were reminded if they had trees obstructing any 

streetlamps it is the homeownerôs responsibility to have them 

trimmed back. Letters will be sent to homes in violation. 

The second, and final, round of new mail box installation will 
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Your next issue of The Landings Eagle  should arrive about  

February 1.  Keep in touch at: 

www.LandingsEagle.com  
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LMA CandidatesðAct Soon! 

 

LMA board positions will be voted on at the February meet-

ing.  While names can be submitted at that specific meeting, 

experience proves there is little chance of election unless you 

are among the names previously submitted.  

If you are interested in running for a board position contact 

President Bob Capo to get your name on the ballot.   

Remember the actual votes cast at the February 

meeting are cast in person or by proxy by the presi-

dents of each of the Landings associations, not the 

general population.  If campaigning is one of your 

strategies it should be directed to those presidents. 

 

The December Meeting 
 

President Capo read a letter from Rosemary Dry-

brough (see page 7) thanking the LMA and Landins 

for the award to Fritz.  He also has sought  an esti-

mate for cleaning and touching up the paint on the Phillippi 

Drive side of the Landings wall. 

Henry Rhodes reported on the first meeting of the Strategic 

Planning Committee.  The first meeting was attended by 80+ 

people, far more than expected. See a complete report of the 

first two meetings on page 4. 

The new main gate should be open by the time you read this 

report.  There were some minor delays in delivery of structural 

elements, as well as the normal delays caused by waiting for 

county inspections prior to proceeding with certain projects.  

For example the roof structure alone required three separate 

inspections at various steps along the way. 

Larry Spelman laid out the changes in the road resurfacing 

schedule. Those revisions were published last month in the Ea-

gle and can be found at www.LandingsEagle.com, for future 

reference. 

Ben Mayne reported on replanting the large island on Kestral 

'Okd`rd rdd ƏKL@Ɛ nm o`fd2) 

CHANGE NOTICE  

 

 The January LMA 
meeting will be held 
Wednesday, January 7.  
7PM in the LRC Lake-
side room.  The usual  
meeting date falls on 
News Yearôs Day! 

http://www.LandingsEagle.com
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Park Way South.  It was previously 

noted for its sculpted hedges.  See 

right for photos.  He also detailed 

work on the Eaglesô Nest Area: Much 

of the underbrush has been removed 

and there are plans to tackle undesir-

able vines and pepper trees in Febru-

ary, assuming there are no eagles pre-

sent.  

Safety and Security chair, Bill Whit-

man, reminded Landins to please call 

the gatehouse to report any unusual or 

suspicious activities or individuals 

spotted in the Landings.   

There is little question with the arri-

val of Publix and heavier seasonal 

traffic patterns are likely to exacerbate 

the already congested traffic patterns 

at Proctor/Kestral Park Way and US 

41. Whitman will continue to work 

with the County, Publix and the own-

ers of the Landings Plaza to seek solutions. 

Dee Ricapito reminded Association presidents of the Associa-

tion Presidentôs Roundtable Meeting on January 9, 3:30PM at 

the LRC. 

During discussion of the main gate completion and landscap-

ing issues residents present expressed the desire to find methods 

to promote more citizen participation in the ñaestheticò  values 

'ƏKL@Ɛ eqnl o`fd1) 

of gatehouse decoration, landscaping, signage, etc. This matter 

also came up at the brainstorming session of the Strategic Plan-

ning Committee, receiving five votes in the final tally.   The 

maximum votes were 18 for additional street lighting.  (See 

page 4 for a complete report on the activities of the Strategic 

Planning Committee. ) 

Tough decisions for Landscape Committee Ben Mayne are exemplified by the 
Kestral Park Terrace South traffic Island. The island, almost a landmark for those 
living here many years, was carefully sculpted by the ñkeepersò of the landscape.   

But  Landins driving north on the road, especially in the morning with bright sun-
shine coming from the north-east, know full well the bad visibility problems. Pedes-
trians and especially dog walkers on the east side of the street were startled and 
endangered.  

Mayne tells The Eagle he actually heard ñthank yousò  from area residents.  Eagle 
staff, who drive it daily miss the attractive shrubs but are grateful for the tough call 
making it much safer. 

                     BEFORE                                                      AFTER 

 

Marianne Men c hinger  
                 Custom Painting , Inc. 
 

 ǒ  228-8034 ǒ 
  Licensed & Insured  
 

 

Reliable, Professional, Courteous 

Free Estimates 
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Landings Penthouse with phenomenal southwest view of Bay and Siesta Key. Fabulous boat activity, 10 foot 

ceilings, large inviting balcony, terrific floor plan. Beautiful fittings throughout.  Blinds/Shades, Cathedral/

Vaulted Ceiling, Ceiling Fans, Elevator, Intercom System, Smoke Alarms, Solid Surface Counters, Unfur-

nished, Walk In Closet, Washer/Dryer Hookup, Window Treatment. Balcony/Sun Deck, Gutters / Downspouts, 

Mature Landscaping, Outdoor Lights, Patio/Porch Covered, Patio/Porch Screened, Sliding Doors, Trees/

Landscaped. 

 

 

 
 

 

5430 Eagles Point Circle # 402        $480,000 

941.350.3743    www. newhomeadvice.com 
Michael Saunders & Company 

Siesta Key Office 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

                                                         
   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 

begin this month (January).  For those 

with single boxes, noticeably not com-

pleted in areas where the double boxes 

have been installed, can be reassured 

they have not been forgotten and will 

be part of this final construction. 

The mail boxes are virtually weather 

and abuse proof. Little or no mainte-

nance is necessary or required. How-

ever, accidents will happen. Perhaps a 

truck will back into your in ground 

metal pole and bend or break it off. 

Perhaps the mail box itself will get 

dinged or bent. What to do? LHA has 

now taken on the responsibility of re-

placement or repair. 

If you have any type of problem with 

your new style mail box please call the 

main gate (922-5531) and leave your 

name and, most important, 

your ADDRESS. LHA Maintenance 

will inspect the box and will then call 

the company with your problem. Com-

pany personnel have assured the LHA  

they will be on scene within 1-2 days to 

solve the problem. 

'ƏKG@Ɛ eqnl o`fd1) By the time you see this, 
 You should be passing through these gates! 

At Eagle deadline the new gatehouse was near  completion. Electricity is installed and  

furniture and cabinets awaiting delivery. Painting is complete; the drives with paver ac-

cents are ready for use.  

Gate installation should be completed soon.  

Occupancy must await a final certificate of occupancy from Sarasota County.  

LMA project supervisor Dick Bayles is confident of an opening before this issue is in 

your hands. He also notes the project was completed within the projected budget.  
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The first of two brainstorming meetings held since the last 

edition of the Eagle at a capacity turnout of more than 80 Land-

ins. The session 

was organized by 

the LMA com-

mittee chaired by 

Henry Rhodes. 

At the November 

19 meeting Rho-

des explained the 

procedure and 

the program 

raced into high 

gear with a fa-

cilitator at each table of 7 to 9 residents. The facilitator gathered 

the ideas from his table mates, sorted them and sought cons-

esnus. Later the facilitator reported, in a table sequence, the 

suggestions from his group to the official tabulators. 

Over 100 ideas were 

generated focused on 

three strategic goals for 

The Landings: 

  1.  Improving the 

Quality of Life 

  2.  Broadening the Ap-

peal to All Families 

  3.  Enhancing Home-

owner Values 

After a boisterous but 

controlled outpouring of ideas these were posted on the walls of 

the poolside room and each  participant picked the  

three ideas most important to them. 

The suggestions included improved street lighting, 

sidewalks, bringing in natural gas, a ñround aboutò  

the Kestrel Park Way and the mall, affiliating with a 

golf club, a café or food kiosk at the clubhouse, 

higher water temperature at the pool, not to mention 

a steam room! 

Here is the list of the top 15, ranked by total vote 

count of those present. The entire list, including all of 

the 100 plus ideas generated, can be read at 

www.LandingsEagle.com. (Click on the yellow/

brown button on the left side index.)  

 

 

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT 
Open Mon-Sat  7:30AM-3:30 PM 

Around the corner in the Landings Plaza 
Landins  -$1 off any Specialty Sandwich 

Just bring in this Coupon! 

Serving The Landings Since 1994  òAlways In Good Tasteó 925-3955  Fax: 926-0066 

 

Check out the NEW Corkscrew Menu  

 

Corkscrew Club - Sliced   Aroastica chicken, crisp bacon, to-
mato, lettuce and mayo double layered on white toast.... 
$7.39 

Salad Plates: Your choice over a tossed salad: 
Albacore Tuna Saladé...6.69,  Crab Saladéééé..$6.69 
Chicken Salad     é..é..$6.69,  Combo of all threeé$6.79 

Smokey -  Smoked turkey, Muenster cheese, lettuce, to-
mato, green pepper and our jalapeno ranch spread 
on marble éééééééééééééééééé..$5.99 

1. More street lighting (18)=(number of votes) 

 2. Traffic ñcalming* throughout Landings (14) 

 3. All Landins vote on projects costing $20k or more (14) 

 4. Sidewalks throughout Landings (13) 

 5. Full electric gates at north and south gates (10) 

 6. Create a Publix (and other retailer) strategy (sales; road use, 

etc.) (9) 

 7. More social events/neighborhood gatherings (7) 

 8. Affiliation with local golf courses (7) 

 9.Long term 'eco' strategy (6) 

10. Public benches throughout landings (6) 

11.LRC: larger exercise room (incl. "scissored" ceiling) (6) 

12.Expanded membership for LRC with activities for all Landins 

(6) 

13.Establish aesthetic guidelines committee (5) 

  14.Use Phillippi Harbor Marina for kayak 

launch and storage (5) 

  15. Mandatory membership for LRC for all 

Landins and expand programs (5) 

If you were not able to attend the No-

vember 19 meeting, there is still time to 

share your ideas with the Strategic Plan-

ning Committee.  They are particularly 

interested in additional ideas from families 

and/or teenagers.  Forward your ideas to 

any member of the SPC, or to Henry Rho-

des (HENRY@sqreone.com), Karl Mag-

gard (kjm21@comcast.net), or Roger Rowen (941-925-

7700).  They must be submitted by January 10, 2009. 

 If you would like to work on any specific ideas with your 

fellow Landins, please contact Henry, Karl or Roger.  We wel-

come your participation. 

   The priorities for the issues/ideas to be addressed 

will be included in a February "Eagle" article.  Obvi-

ously, not all ideas or suggestions can be addressed at 

this time. 

  The committee calls on all Landins to: ñlet us know 

your ideas and join us.  You will have some fun, defi-

nitely do some good work and feel great about mak-

ing The Landings, Sarasota's finest community, an 

even better place to live.ò 

    A future step will be for the LMA board and 

proper committees to sort out the doable from the 

desirable. 

LMA Strategic Planning Committee Participation Exceeds Expectations 
Contributing to this article: Karl Maggard , Jack Kaghan, Henry Rhodes, Committee Reports 

Henry Rhodes, Chair 

One of many tables at ñBrainstormingò work 

 Mark your calendar 
for the next Strategic 
Planning Committee  
meeting on Wednes-
day, February 4, 
7:00pm at the LRC 
(Lakeside Room) 
when Action Commit-
tees will be confirmed 
and roll-out plans will 
be discussed. All 
Landins are invited.  

http://www.LandingsEagle.com
mailto:HENRY@sqreone.com
mailto:kjm21@comcast.net
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Editorial   Resident Opinion   

IPS 

 

 

The Strategic Planning Committee established by the 

LMA is off to a very good start. 

The brainstorming session initiated several years ago by 

Fritz Drybrough and Dee Ricapito resulted in several posi-

tive improvements in The Landings; and it was attended 

by only a handful of people. The fact eighty plus attended 

the new committeeôs first session is, in many ways, at 

least as impressive as the ideas they generated. 

It shows a new and broader interest in The Landingsô 

life style, amenities  and governance.  Hopefully it por-

tends more interest in participation in association govern-

ance including chairing and serving on committees within 

the LMA and the 21 other related associations we have 

hereðperhaps even running for board positions as early 

as the 2009 elections. Participation in ad hoc committees 

to undertake improvements and activities not requiring 

ñofficialò action could be another positive outcome. 

The nearly 100 ideas generated range from the ex-

pected to the ñoff the wall.ò  They also range from the 

ñlikely too expensiveò  to unlikely to pass because they 

probably could not receive enough votes to change re-

quirements in the covenant documents.  But they are all 

worth your time to read at www.LandingsEagle.com. 

(Click the Strategic Planningò button the left index. ) Their 

diversity will impress you. 

It is not time for editorial judgments on whatôs worth-

while and what isnôt.  We offer encouragement, however, 

to ideas designed to bring our rather diverse socio-

demographic residents together in social activities. The 

covenants are written in such a way to encourage Rac-

quet Club members and non-Racquet Club members.  

There may be some ways within those limitations to cre-

ate more all-Landings social activities.  A number of the 

suggestions hint at possibilities. 

We welcome your letters to The Eagle as a way to 

share your ideas as well as your opinions on the offered 

ideas.  

All in all, our compliments to the LMA for establishing 

the committee, to the chair for providing a diversified, non

-board member committee, to many who participated in 

meeting one and to those of you who chose not to attend 

the first meeting, but will attend the second! 

One last point: 

 

Happy New Year! 

The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet 
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents.  The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.  
  

Editor and Publisher:  Irwin Starr   Associate:  Ms. Charlie Valentine. 
The Landings Eagle  © Irwin Starr, 2008, Sarasota FL 

Thanks this month to:  Barbara Pendrell,  Dick Lutz, Marilyn Newman, Ralph & Dee  Ricapito, Chris Cook ,  Kevin Lechlitner, Carl Zeisler,  

Scott Diamond, Leslie McLean, Toni Anthony, Lee & Linda Morgenlander, Dick Bayles, Don Smally, Bill Whitman,  Gordon Garrett,  Joe 

Venezia, Al Weeks, Dorothy Spelman, Howard Feltman, Larry Spelman, Charlie Valentine, Tia Tallman, Malcolm H. Van Dyke II, Bob 

Greenfield, Scott Diamond,  Henry Rhodes, Katy Leidel.  ð Forgive us if we missed youðbut please let us know. 

Letter to the Editor 

RE: Overflowing Fitness Center 

Everyone who uses the fitness center of the Landings Racquet 

Club is especially delighted with the new equipment and re-

decoration of the facility.  However, in spite of these positive 

changes, that particular club activity area is often overflowing 

with bodies in what is already an over-crowded space. 

To make matters worse, several professional Trainers come in 

with their  clients, and ñtake overò much of the space in that 

unit.  The Trainers donôt always use the equipment, but rather, 

lay their mats on the floor to instruct and monitor their clients ï 

often in the middle of the room.  This requires other members 

to step over or around both the club member being instructed 

and the Trainer. 

Needless to say, there isnôt enough cubic space to permit 

such activities without interfering with the regular membersô 

work-out activities.  Another infringement on LRC member 

privileges is the need to refrain from using the TV because it 

interferes with the Trainerôs instructions.  However, the 

Trainerôs instructions also interfere with the membersô enjoy-

ment of the exercise facility.  Obviously, the space is just too 

small to accommodate such professional ñpersonal trainerò ac-

tivities while still satisfying the needs of the majority of LRC 

members. 

While it would be nice to continue the practice of having a 

professional coach  for the select few who may engage them, 

this must invariably be accomplished at the expense of the vast 

majority of LRC members.  Therefore, we strongly urge the 

Board of Directors to take the steps necessary to abolish the 

practice permitting professional Trainers to use the fitness room 

with their clients. 

Sincerely,  William D. Gulick, Eagles Point Circle 

 

Dear Eagle people: 

 After being off for two weeks or so, the fountain lights at 

my end of the Carriage House One lake are back on.  I had 

hoped that the lights had been turned off as a money and energy 

saving measure.  Since that, apparently, isn't the case, I would 

like to propose to the greater Landings Association that we 

adopt such a measure.  Not only would we save money, we 

would also contribute to saving energy and the planet.  And 

night darkness is also much better for the turtles, birds, etc. 

which we enjoy here in the Landings.  

 Though I know some will not agree, I find the unlit foun-

tains far more beautiful at night without the glaring, ugly or-

ange lights.  We don't need to see the water spraying at night.  

We see that all day.  It's very beautiful to just hear the sound of 

the water and see the house lights reflected in the currents.   

 If this letter of suggestion can be submitted in this way to 

for printing in The Eagle, I would like to have that done.  If not, 

please let me know how to get this letter into the print version 

of the Eagle. 

http://www.LandingsEagle.com
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Resident Opinion   

 

 

 

The Eagle Needs your skills:   

Feature Writers, Electronic Artist,  

Association News, Reporters,  

News Tips, Wildlife Photographs   

Call Us: 925-8559 E-mail us at:  

editor@LandingsEagle.com 

 
 

Eagle Submission Policies 
 

   Resident Opinion and Guest Commentary are intended for use by Landings residents. Exceptions may be made for matters of importance to Landings residents.    

Anonymous letters are acceptable only in the Off My Chest feature and are subject to the guidelines of that feature. Personal attacks  not acceptable. 
Eagle Obituary Policy 

We carry obituary notices of any Landings resident at the request of a relative or close friend.  Please supply a good quality picture (it can be returned) 
and appropriate copy - which may be edited. If received by the 12th of the month it will appear the following month.  There is no charge.  

  All Submissions    
   Submissions to The Eagle should be in writing, typed and e-mailed, if possible, to insure accuracy.  All material  must be clearly identified with a 
contact person and phone number for verification or elaboration. 
   Addresses and phone numbers will not be published without authorôs permission. 
   Opinions expressed in  creative work, cartoons, personal commentary, letters or Off My Chest  are the opinions of the author, and not  necessarily 
The Eagle.  By-lined reporter material is subject to editing for accuracy and lack of bias. 
   All submissions are subject  to editing. Submissions are due by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
 
   Submit to: E-Mail:  LandingsEagle@comcast.net   Mail: The Landings Eagle,   5164 Kestral Park Terrace, Sarasota FL 34231 Phone: (941) 925-8559  

 

Gettinô It Off My Chest!  
Where  Landins Can  Speak Anonymously  

  

   The Eagle  prints items from 
Landins without attribution as long 
as they are not specific enough to 
identify individuals, addresses, 
companies, etc.   They are printed 
as received except for minor edit-
ing to insure clarity.  
  Send to Edi-
tor@LandingsEagle.com. Your 
name and phone number are re-
quired on the submission, but will 

not be printed. 
 

LLL On two separate occasions I happen to be out 

walking the dog between 8:30 and 9:30 pm when a Landings 

Security patrol car came down the street and around the cul-de-

sac at far too great a speed.  Despite seeing me on the second 

occasion (flashlight shining on the car)  the driver sped out of 

the cul-de-sac at the same high speed,  jumped the stop sign 

and sped away. If the patrol officers canôt set an example, who 

can?   

Weôve also witnessed most patrol cars making the rounds at 

a proper speed! 
 
 
 

Corrections & Amplifications 
always with apologies 

 Thank you. Judith Rock 

 

Letter to the editor, 

Many people in my area who live close to Starling Drive use 

the south exit off Starling drive. 

The problem is for whatever reason the guards at the gate 

close it without leaving or warning anyone wanting to come in 

that entrance. 

A couple of weeks ago the gate was closed that afternoon. 

As I tried to back out of there were three cars behind me. It 

would make sense if they had any intention to close that gate 

they could have several signs painted and post them in several 

places. 

As you enter Phillippi Shores drive from Route 41, post one 

sign and the second one on Phillippi Shores Dr. as you go 

around the first curve. I'm sure the people that use that entrance 

would appreciate it. 

Thank you, Gloria Bucci, Starling Dr. 

 
To Editor: 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone who 

participated in the luncheons for the two National Father/Son 

Tournaments.   We fed approximately 25 players and hosts on 

Monday and Tuesday; then on Friday we had lunch for over 80 

players and hosts.  The ladies cooking and food contributions 

were just outstanding and show the Landings spirit, which 

make the event such a great success.  Our hospitality was 

greatly appreciated by the players and their families, who com-

mented how they look forward to playing here at the Landings 

again.   
 Dee Ricapito, Landings Blvd.  

 Due to an editing error, pages other than page one carried the 

dateline: "November" 2008.  For the record it should be 

"December."  Only your editor, who holds ultimate responsibil-

ity, and six proofreaders missed it.  Sorry about that!   

   Also, for the record, without those proof readers you'd find 

many more errors.  Their help is much appreciated!  

  

People to People 

Dear Neighbors and Friends, 
 

Thank you so very much for the honor bestowed to my hus-

band, Fritz. He truly enjoyed his time on the LMA Board and 

the many committee endeavors. 

Thank you for honoring him and asking me to accept it.. 

Our children are looking forward to visiting the Landings 

Library (where the award is housed). 

My best wishes to all of you for a Happy Holiday Season. 

Sincerely,  Rosemary Drybrough, Starling Dr.  



Page  8 -  January 2009- Landings Eagle 

   Publix 

opened its 

doors Decem-

ber 4th to a 

huge re-

sponse.  By 

8:15 in the 

morning it 

was a Land-

ings social 

hour. 

   There 

were 

plenty of Landins picking up the free fabric Publix 

shopping bags commemorating  ñPublix at the Land-

ingsò and enjoying the generous array of samples. 

The layout of the 63,800 sq. ft. store differs only 

slightly from Albertsonôs, though most of the aisles are 

substantially wider, there is improved lighting and, of 

course, fresh paint and many Publix touches through-

out.  

 Opening the same day was the adjacent Publix liq-

uor store, 4,500 sq. ft.  One source told The Eagle Pub-

lix  was particularly interested in the Landings store, 

and several other Albertsons stores, because of the 

liquor store and license.  The Landings Publix opera-

tion employs approximately 125. 

Many former Albertsonôs employees are employed at 

 

 

other Publix stores since Albert-

sonôs closing.  There are also a 

few familiar faces in our new 

store as well. 

Publix is especially proud the 

company has been named one of 

Fortuneôs ñ100 Best Companies 

to Work For in Americaò for 11 

consecutive years. 

      Manager, Randy Wil-

liams, has managed other 

stores for Publix but this 

one marks a return to 

Sarasota where he 

also resides.  His 

gregarious nature 

and pleasant smile 

reflect his pride in the remodeled facility. 

 

  
Publix Landings hours are: 

 Store Hours:                7:00 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. 
                                      Seven days a week         
 Pharmacy Hours: 
      Mon through Fri       9:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
     Saturday                  9:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
     Sunday                    11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
Publix Liquors Hours: 
      Mon through Sat     10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. 

      Sunday                    12:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

Publix Welcomed to The Landings  

Early visitors to the Grand 
Opening received a com-

memorative Landings Opening 
Publix Bag 

Randy Williams 
Landings Publix Manager 



January 2009 - Landings Eagle - Page  9  


