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February 2010 
Volume 9 Number 2 

Your Next Issue 
You can expect your next issue March 1, 2010. Late 

breaking developments are posted at: 
www.LandingsEagle.com  

LHA Considers Leash Rule Revision 
 

Following a resident's suggestion the LHA board will con-

sider revising the dog leash policy as it affects homeowners. 

Over the years the wording of the rule regarding keeping dogs 

on leashes has been changed several times. In each case it has 

been a variation of "dogs must be leashed" or "dogs must be 

under owner's control."  In 2006 it was revised to read "pets 

must be under control at all times." 

A Landings expressed his feelings at the January meeting: "I 

expect to be able to walk my neighborhood with my dog on a 

leash under my control, without fear of being accosted by 

someone else's dog. I don't want to be bitten. I don't want my 

dog to be bitten. And I don't want to have my dog bite another 

in an active defense, which could possibly result in not only 

injury but also animosity and lawsuits. It is not 

outside the realm of possibility, that if the Direc-

tors allow unleashed dogs, and 

someone gets hurt as a result, the 

Board could also get embroiled in 

a lawsuit. . .The owner who thinks 

a dog is controlled by an invisible 

fence is also correct, until the dog thinks other-

wise, or the fence electric fails, or gardner digs 

up a part of the wire, or the batteries in the collar 

are lowered dead, or the dog ignores the shock, 

or the shock is too light, and the temptation of a squirrel, or a 

jogger, or another dog to great. 

"I request that the board reinstate the wording that when a 

dog is taken out, must be on a leash. At no time should a dog be 

permitted to be outside without an owner or controller pre-

sent. The only exception 

should be a dog which is 

contained in a physically 

fenced yard, hopefully with 

substantial enough con-

struction and height to con-

tain the animal." 

The board will consider 

rewording at a future meet-

ing, after determining the 

LMA rules and regulations 

affecting all The Landings. 

The LHA  meeting in 

February will be the annual 

meeting at which board 

elections will take place. At 

this point no one has come 

forth showing an interest In 

(Please see òLHAó on  page 2) 

 

 

 

LMA Elections in February 

 

Board changes are coming.  Dee Ricapito announced to the 

board she would be resigning immediately for personal reasons, 

including spending more time with the family and grandkids.  

The board thanks Dee for her years of service and her innova-

tions such as the Association Presidents Committee.   

The annual election will occur at the February 4 Annual 

Meeting. Incumbents  are Bill Whitman, Bob Capo, Henry 

Rhodes, and Jerry McFadden.  McFadden has chosen not to run 

and Dee Ricapito's vacant seat will be  filled.  In addition to 

those incumbents running, Jack Jost and Norm Olshansky will 

be on the ballot. In summary, 

there are 5 candidates for the 5 

open seats. Nominations can be 

made from the floor as well.  

    Voting, as dictated by the 

documents, will be by Associa-

tion Presidents. 

   LMA President Bob Capo 

reported action on the revised 

Covenants will take place at a 

special meeting set for Febru-

ary 10, 7pm providing more 

time for discussion prior to the 

vote.  The documents will be 

reviewed by Board Members 

before being submitted to the 

Presidents for study and before 

(Please see òLMAó on page 2) 

LMA Mtg. Dates 

 

February 4  

6:30 PM Starts the annual 

3 meeting sequence. All 

property owners wel-

come.  

Regular Board Meeting 

Annual Meeting, election  

(Association Presidents 

only can vote) 

Organizational Meeting 

February 10  

7:00 PM February Special 

Meeting to consider the 

revised Covenants. Asso-

ciation Presidents will-

vote on acceptance. 
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Support  Eagle  

Advertisers  

running for any of the seats occupied by incumbents and the 

incumbents all have chosen to run for reelection. There are no 

other significant issues on the docket for the annual meeting. 

A change was made to clarify the LHA policy on removal of 

ñtransparentò hurricane shutters after a 

hurricane threat.  The new wording 

replaces Article V Section 4, with the 

following: 

ñthe Board shall not consider the 

placement of transparent window 

and door protection during hurri-

cane season beyond the period 

specified in the Declaration of 

Restrictions as a violation of Arti-

cle V, Paragraph 4 of said Decla-

ration provided that such protec-

tion is not visible from the street

(s) adjacent to the property.ò 

It was determined it would save money for the LHA to pur-

chase, in advance, replacement mailboxes. Having them on 

hand will save the cost of the service call each time one needs 

replacing. They will purchase several boxes, posts and street 

number stickers for future use. 

There was discussion about what could be done about a 

Peregrine Point Circle home which has been vacant for almost 

2 years.  It is showing some signs of decay, mold and an un-

cared for swimming pool. While the home is in foreclosure it is 

not yet the property of the bank; therefore the bank can't be held 

accountable and the owners are now gone. If the Association 

took on maintenance, such as the pool, there would be no or-

ganization or individual to charge it to. It was determined there 

is little to be done until the bank takes possession. 

A board member raised the issue of street cleaning taking 

place on the same day as garbage and recycling pickup. The 

result is a street cleaner cannot do a thorough job in any area 

where the recycling or garbage containers may be on the edge 

of the street itself. The board will discuss changing the day with 

the LMA. 

The board reviewed several landscape, painting and roof 

requests, approving them all.  

LHA president Bill Whitman read a letter from legal counsel 

indicating that ham radio antennas do not qualify for exemption 

from covenants forbidding antennas as outlined in the FCC 

guidelines. The homeowner will be notified of the necessity to 

comply by removing the antenna. 

(LHAó from page 1) 

posting on the Eagle's internet site for public scrutiny.  They 

should be on the site by the time you read this issue.  See 

www.LandingsEagle.com click on the "Revised Covenants" 

button on the left hand menu.   

The condition of Landings storm sewers continues to be of 

concern.  The Finance Chair and other board members felt the 

budget for 2010 is adequate, because of a smaller than normal 

road resurfacing project, but the 2011 budget would need to 

reflect continuing reserves for storm sewer drainage problems. 

Larry Spelman, chair of Roads and Drainage, specifically wel-

comed Jack Jost to the board because of his interest and exper-

tise in drainage.  

In other items, the Lakes chair reported some problems with 

the automatic switches on pumps. An experiment will run one 

fountain on the North Lake Safety 24 hours to see if the 

switches can be reset.  It is now legal to run beyond a limited 

period.  

The Safety and Roads chair reported negotiations for pur-

chase of a replacement pick-up truck are under way.  

Be sure to see the page 1 box schedule of upcoming LMA 

meetings at unusual times.   

Security Chief Colon spoke to the board and attendees.  A full 

report on his appearance can be found on page 10.   

(òLMAó from page 1) 
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Michael Saunders & Company 
St. Armands Circle Office 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 

                                                         
 

    
 

Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 

   Barbara is known for providing exceptional service 
and professionalism, along 
with creativity and enthusi-
asm. A Sarasota resident 
for over thirty years and a 
past St. Armand's Circle 
business owner, Barbara 
has been a top producer 
with Michael Saunders for 
over 10 years.  

   Communications and 
determination are key to 
her success in every nego-
tiation. She assists home 
buyers and sellers through 
the intricacies of the dy-
namic Sarasota real estate 
market. 

 Barbara is consistently recognized for her achieve-
ments ð the Michael Saunder's prestigious Master's 
Circle award, and 3-year recipient of the "Five Star Best 
in Client Satisfaction" award.  

  Barbara is past board member of the St. Armand's 
Merchant Association and the Junior League. She is 
President of the New College Library Association.  

1474 Landings Circle  - The Landings  

barbara@newhomeadvice.com                            941.350.3743     

Fabulous 3 Bed Room,  2½  Bath plus a bonus 
room, Landings Treehouse. Southern exposure 
Lush tropical surrounding with several outdoor  
patios plus balconies. Meticulously maintained, 

high ceilings, wonderful active community. Pet 
friendly. Feels like a home inside.  $325,000  

New Nearby Retail Explored 
 

Fresh Market has announced it is examining the property on 
which the vacated Circuit City store is located.  Their applica-
tion for the property is "preliminary," according to a report in 
the Sarasota Herald Tribune.  The article also indicates they 
would be asking the county to allow an entry point to the park-
ing area off Fiesta Drive, the road between the DeSears build-

ing and the Circuit City parking lot.  This 
would be the second Fresh Market in the 
Sarasota area, the first being on north side 
of University at the Kohl's Department store 
shopping plaza. 
   (See The Eagle's  commentary on traffic 
impact.) 
   There is no, current public reaction from 
Publix.  However, a persistent rumor sug-

gests the new Publix store at the former Sarasota Herald Trib-
une building could be one of their ñGreenwiseò markets.  

The warehouse pioneer Costco is reported close to conclud-
ing a deal to locate a store 
in, or near Sarasota Square.  
Planners have looked at the 
recently emptied Dillard's 
store.  A two story building 

presents some unique challenges for a company commonly 
housed in a "big box" one store structure. A recent issue of their 
company newsletter  reportedly did a story on the shopping 
mall locations they already occupy.  

A number of years  ago it was rumored Costco would be 
opening a store in Sarasota but backed off because of the high 
cost of a new stand alone location and the complexity of zoning 
and permitting such a structure.  Presumably locating on an 
existing retail mall site could ease some of those issues.  Since 

their earlier foray into the area Walmart owned, Sam's Club has 
opened a second store north of Sarasota in Manatee County and 
moved their old airport area store to a large new facility on 
Fruitville near I-75.   BJ's Club has a facility on University at I-
75.  

Neither of these additions are definite. The empty movie 
theatre building on the north-east corner Sarasota Square park-
ing lot would also seem to be an interesting possible location 
for a Costco warehouse.  

Thanks Dee 

 

   As reported elsewhere Dee Ricapito has 
resigned her seat on the board of director 
of the Landings Management Association. 
She plans to spend more time with her 
family and, specifically, her grandchil-
dren. 
   There is a list, much too long to recite 
here, of her accomplishments as a volun-
teer for many Landings events and pro-
jects, as well as her lengthy tenure on the 
board.   

But there is one this newspaper would like to specifically 
mention. 

Almost nine years ago she was asked by the board to chair a 
new committee, Public Relations.  One of her goals was to en-
hance communication within The Landings. 

One of her early projects was to get a Landings Eagle re-
started after several years without a community newspaper. She 
was most instrumental in finding someone to take over The 
Eagle and formulating a mutually satisfactory plan for its pro-
duction. 

mailto:barbara@newhomeadvice.com
javascript:openFullImageView()
http://mfr.mlxchange.com/#03#03
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Condos - 10% Reserve Requirement 
 

A January 3 article in the Sarasota Herald Tribune by Mi-

chael Braga highlighted a number of fiscal issues facing condo 

buyers, sellers and associations in these economically difficult 

times.  Landings condominiums  have avoided some of the 

problems faced by new and less mature  developments. How-

ever, a recent sale of a Landings condo was 

cited as an example of a problem for condo 

owners, potential buyers, sellers and association 

boards.   

Quoting Braga's article Perry Corneau, a 

condo specialist, "recently had a client who 

wanted to buy a townhouse in The Landings, a 

well-established community ...that did not ex-

perience high levels of speculation during the 

boom. Despite the fact that his buyer had an 800 

credit score, the bank declined to make the loan 

because The Landings had not set aside in its 

budget 10% for reserves.ò (ED NOTE: the spe-

cific condo association, not the LMA)   

ñCorneau and his clients tried to renegotiate 

and put more money down. The bank already 

identified it as a problem and would not pro-

ceed." 

Corneau tells The Eagle the bank, SunTrust, had already 

preapproved a loan for his clients and the unit had satisfactorily 

passed the appraisal process. But upon examination of the asso-

ciation documents and budget the bank determined there were 

not adequate funds budgeted in reserve to meet the 10% re-

quirement. Another bank did ultimately provide the financing 

but only after the buyers increased the down payment from 

20% to 30%. 

The significant issue for condominium associations is the 

10% requirement. In essence, it is a requirement of Fannie Mae 

that there be a budget item of 10% of the budget for reserves. 

David Duncan, Chairman and CEO of Synovus,  told The Eagle 

virtually all home and condominium mortgage loans from most 

banks  will be expected to meet Fannie Mae guidelines or they 

will be virtually impossible to resell on the mortgage market. 

"Synovus," he said, "aggressively seeks out working with con-

dominium associations for a number of different banking ser-

vices." 

Different banks interpret the 10% requirement in different 

ways. Suffice it to say that if the condominium association does 

not have the 10% reserve requirements there will be difficulties 

in new owners seeking mortgages, and therefore current owners 

selling their properties.  One source also indicated it is best to 

actually show that reserve as a line item in the budget. 

Under Florida condominium rules members of an associa-

tion can vote not to have reserve accounts but handle such 

things as roofs, exterior painting and other major commonness 

projects on a special assessment basis. But given the existence 

of the Fannie Mae guidelines, and these tough economic times, 

associations might want to carefully consider whether that is a 

prudent approach if there is the likelihood any owners will 

want to sell. 

   The 10% guideline is only one of a num-

ber of points that interest Fannie Mae. 

When one applies for a loan for condomin-

ium Fannie Mae form 921, Homeowner's 

Association Certification,  must be com-

pleted. It contains 32+ questions covering 

everything from the budget and reserves to 

how the board of directors is insured. Asso-

ciation directors and property owners may 

wish to examine the form carefully. It is 

available on the Internet. Simply run a 

search for Fannie Mae form 921. 

   When you buy or sell a condominium the 

bank is likely to require copies of the docu-

ments, current budgets, balance sheets, and 

a copy of the master policy for insurance of 

the condominium itself.  Associations may 

wish to seek further information from their professional man-

agers or banking contacts. 

 

 

                            
                          Fannie Mae form             

921 contains questions pertaining 
to most of the issues Fannie Mae, 
and therefore the banks offering 
mortgages, want about condo pur-
chases.  

The legal page size document is 
available on the internet.  Search 
ñFannie Mae form 921.ò 

Greenbook Errata 

by Richard Bayles 

 

The following additions and 

changes should be noted in your 

copy of The Landings Residentôs 

Handbook:  

   Additions: 

Margery Sherberg, 5430 Eagles Point Circle #202, 

941-924-0240 

Changes: 

Lois Kehoe, e-mail address change to 

lois.kehoe@rogers.com 

Please send further corrections or additions to Dick 

Bayles, 4720 Pine Harrier Dr, or via e-mail to 

rubayles@alum.mit.edu. 
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Commentary 
by Irwin Starr 

Last month The Eagle reran an analysis of traffic at intersec-

tion from the north gate to the Tamiami Trail intersection. That 

story ran only days before the unexpected announcement that 

Fresh Foods was in the process of considering the Circuit City 

location for their second Sarasota location.  

The Sarasota Herald Tribune in their article indicated the 

company would be meeting with the county to informally in-

quire about the possibility of adding an access point to the cur-

rent Circuit City parking lot from Fiesta Drive. 

The Eagle believes it is time for the LMA as owner of and 

with responsibility for the road from the north gate to the Tami-

ami Trail, to seek more extensive improvement if a business 

likely to attract substantially increased traffic to the intersection 

is added.  Costs for that improvement should be borne by the 

businesses involved, the shopping center owners and, along the 

Trail, Sarasota County, perhaps by requiring reimbursement 

from appropriate parties. 

The addition of a Fiesta Drive entrance would only accommo-

date traveling south on the Trail.  Adding left turns to or from  

the Trail at at that point does not seem feasible.  The burden of 

left turns to the Trail would fall completely on Kestral Park 

Way North, already a nightmare as pointed out in previous arti-

Intersection as currently configured 

We are not traffic en-
gineers but it seems 
obvious the following 
should be considered: 
ǒPermit exit from the 

Circuit City lot only 
through the proposed 
exit on Fiesta Drive 
or the current exit 
nearest the North 
Gate. 
ǒMake the drive into 

the Circuit City lot 
nearest the Trail in 
ENTRANCE ONLY 
drive. 
ǒAdd a right turn in-

dentation to the Trail 
to facilitate the right 
hand turn from the 
Trail 
ǒWiden the Kestral 

side of the intersec-
tion by adding road-
way space to the 
north and possibly 
the south side of 
Kestral. 
ǒAdd second left turn 

lane from Kestral to 
the Trail. 
ǒClose the northwest 

exit from the main 
Plaza parking lot, as 
proposed earlier. 

The time to start 

studying these and 

other proposals is NOW. 
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The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet 
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents.  The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.  
  

Editor and Publisher:  Irwin Starr   . 
The Landings Eagle  © Irwin Starr, 2010, Sarasota FL   

Thanks this month to:  Barbara Pendrell,  Dick Lutz, Bob & Marcia Capo, Marilyn Newman, Ralph & Dee  Ricapito, , Kevin Lechlitner, Jim & 
Sandy Goldman, Carl Zeisler,  Scott Diamond, Leslie McLean, Toni Anthony,  Dick Bayles,  Bill Whitman,  Joe Venezia, Al Weeks, Dorothy Spel-
man, Jaime Colon,   Henry Rhodes, Lee Morgenlander, . ð  Forgive us if we missed youðbut please let us know. 

Commentary Resident Opinion  

IPS 

Every time there's mention of the Eagles' Nest Area (ENA) 
in print, a public meeting or a casual conversation a flurry of e-
mails emanate from the prime organizer of a group of some of 
the homeowners  living adjacent to the Area.  

The recent correspondence to the LMA deals with concerns 
over the rewriting of Paragraph 29 (renamed  Paragraph 25) 
and the recent plantings, part of long term remediation. 

First  a disclosure:  The Eagle has publically favored reme-
diation of the ENA and increased accessibility by all Landins, 
but has not encouraged or recommended additional access 
since an observation area and path was agreed to by all parties.  
This paper remains committed to presenting various points of 
view.  

Here are some of the concerns we are hearing and reading 
and the facts as we see them, typestyles differentiate: 

" I have never been given a plan for proposed plantings in 
the Eagle Reserve, and to my knowledge no other homeowner 
adjacent to the Reserve has received one."  Fact: The overall 
plan was published in The Landings Eagle February 
2009.  

"There was no mention of an irrigation system or other tree 
and shrub plantings."  Fact: from a Bob Greenfield e-mail " I 
thought the work now under way in the ENA was part of the plan 
adopted by the board to restore a native Florida landscape.  It 
was to remove exotic and noxious growth and plant native vege-
tation, to be spread over three years.  Temporary irrigation 
needed for launching new plants was to be drawn from 
neighboring properties with their owners' consent."  Fact: cor-
rect on removal and plantings. The work done has been 
part of the long term remediation plan, presented to, ap-
proved as laid out as a long term goal by the LMA.   The 
irrigation installed is temporary and rather than using the 
private resources of homeowners uses LMA wells and 
has been accomplished at far less cost than tapping into 
homeowner's systems.   

" We walked through the "preserve" today and found men 
are laying pipe for irrigation and it appears much more is 
planned."   Fact: The irrigation, spoken to above, was in fact 
less than planned, and we're curious why these folks, bordering 
on the ENA, would be "walking through the preserve"  when 
their compatriots believe no one should be permitted to do so. 

"Any work and intrusion by any workers and equipment in 
this area during the Eagleôs residence time, between September 
and May violates the Federal Eagle Management Guidelines. 
LMAôs continuous disregard of these guidelines, that is in-
tended to encourage eagle nesting, is very disturbing, and may 
be actionable! "  Fact: the area is not currently a nesting area.  
Most agree eagles will not return to the area permanently, 
though they have been seen flying trough, while the owls nest in 
the area.  

    "... the plan was presented and approved by the LMA Board at the 
November 2008 LMA meeting. It was approved without a specified 
cost. Does that give Ben Mayne (Landscape Chair) a blank check? Is 
this responsible fiscal management?"  Fact: the annual budgets 
which set the cost and limits were discussed at multiple LMA 
meetings, reported upon and printed in The Eagle, prior to ap-
proval,  .  There are no further plans for 2010, as the budget has 
been used, unless there are unexpended funds in the landscape 
budget near year end.  Remediation work done to date is still 
less than the $22,000 invested in improving drainage of the area 
to benefit surrounding homeowners. That work also requires 

Editor, 
My almost daily walks sometimes include a short side-trip 

into The Eagles Nest Area.  Such was the case on a sunny day 
in early January.  The ENA had just been mowed and freshly 
planted with Florida Pine and Live Oak. There was a flock of 
Purple Finch singing happily as they foraged for food.  It felt 
peaceful there. 

I contrasted the scene with a mental image of the Eagles Nest 
Area of a few years ago.  At that time the area was a virtually 
impenetrable jungle of Brazilian Peppers, Poison Ivy and other 
highly undesirable plants.  It was also a source of major flood-
ing.  Heavy rains often resulted in sheets of water inundating 
properties adjacent to the ñpreserveò.  Foreboding is the word I 
would choose to describe the property at that time. 

Much has been accomplished, and in a very short period of 
time for modest cost.  We all owe a ñthank youò to a Landings 
neighbor (whom I know would rather not be singled out) for his 
leadership role in devising a workable solution to the drainage 
issues.  We also owe our appreciation to the LMA board for so 
admirably fulfilling its responsibilities as stewards of Landings 
common properties.  Now, instead of rapid deterioration, we 
can all look forward to an ENA that will become more desirable 
as every growing season passes.  Many thanks to all who 
helped make this happen! 

Larry Fleming, Landings Blvd. 
 

Editor, 
Contrary to statements made by certain residents, there is no 

attempt to create a park in the Eagles Nest Area.  The Landings 
Management Association has cleared the area of exotic vegeta-
tion and is in the process of replanting native species to prevent 
it from again becoming overgrown with exotics.  That process 
is almost complete.  We have installed a temporary irrigation 
system to water the new plantings until they can be sustained 
without additional water. 

 It would be better for the entire community if those residents 
would cease making threats of legal action when it is certainly 
not warranted.  The Landings Management Association is 
merely maintaining the property to prevent it from returning 
to a veritable jungle and will continue to do so. It seems that 
every time we do work in there, we are accused of having some 
ulterior motive.  We are only doing our best to maintain all of 
the property owned by the Association.  Our Landscaping Com-
mittee Chairman, Ben Mayne, has done an excellent job of ac-
complishing this goal throughout the Landings including the 
Eagles Nest Area. 

 I again remind the surrounding residents that it was com-

(Continued Next Page) 

mowing 3 - 4  times a year at about $300 a mowing. .     
    Finally, while the leader of this group feels improvement and 
further remediation should be halted because they feel access is 
prohibited, there are many who believe differently.  Many look 
upon the area as a Landings asset which, if cleaned up and well 
maintained helps maintain Landings property values. The LMA 
board has voted and budgeted for such remediation.   
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plaints by some of them about the drainage and the condition of 
the vegetation that prompted the Association to improve the 
Eagles Nest Area. 

 Bob Capo, President, Landings Management Association 
 

ED NOTE: The following is the e-mail starting the flurry of e-
mails referred to in in our commentary. It was copied to The 
Eagle by the author. 
 

Bob Capo, LMA President 
Cc: LMA Board of Directors, Landings Eagle  by e-mail copy) 

As I look at the Eagle Reserve I am very distressed about the 
dramatic change that has been made to this areaôs natural envi-
ronment. It has been transformed from a natural reserve envi-
ronment to a park like environment. This is inconsistent with 
the plan to only restore the area to its natural Florida state. Any 
work and intrusion by any workers and equipment in this area 
during the Eagleôs residence time, between September and May 
violates the Federal Eagle Management Guidelines. LMAôs 
continuous disregard of these guidelines, that is intended to 
encourage eagle nesting, is very disturbing, and may be action-
able!  

I would like to request that you send me the work order that 
has been issued to the contract landscaper for the work that has 
been done, and work that is planned for the immediate future in 
the Eagle Reserve Area. 

I would also appreciate it, as a courtesy, if you would make 
Paragraph 25 (Old Paragraph 29) available to me as soon as it is 
received by you from the LMA attorney, prior to being submit-
ted to the Association Presidents.  

The actions and changes in the Eagle Reserve have reinforced 
our concerns and questions about LMAôs intentions. 
From: Howard Feltman, Kestral Park Way South  
 

Editor, 
Can you imagine what traffic at the Landings Most Problem-

atic Intersection will be like if this goes through?  LMA had 
better get to work on this immediately.  I think the county or the 
state will need to go back to having two left turn lanes heading 
north out of the Landings from Kestral Park Way North onto 
U.S. 41.  A cut in at Fiesta Drive could only be used as an entry 
point for cars southbound on U.S. 41.  I think it is dubious that 
the county would allow a cut in on Fiesta Drive.  Anyway you 
look at it, this is going to create a real mess for all Landins who 
use the North Gate.  Except for "Black Friday", the daily traffic 
volume at Circuit City was pretty minimal.  Fresh Market is 
going to generate many times the number of trips that CC did.  
This will also do a real number on our new Publix which is 
doing nowhere near the volume of business that they hoped 
they would with their Albertson's acquisition.  While Fresh 
Market is a great grocery operation that all Landins would 
surely love having so close  to home, I wonder if we can live 
with the consequences of this retail operation becoming our 
new neighbor. 

Bill Winkler [A North Gate daily user],  1624 Pine Harrier Cir. 

People to People 

editor 
my wife suzi and i recently purchased a home in the land-

ings.....i am writing this note to express our thanks to 
the  people we met as we walked the beautiful streets of the 
landings and  to thank them for their warm greetings... 

our neighbors have been so friendly and helpful in their spe-
cial caring ways ...it is really gratifying to feel so wel-
comed....we were pleasantly surprised when we opened our 
door and a group of singing angels with  

antlers on their heads sang holiday songs to us....that was a 
special treat..... 

we have found a wonderful place in the land-
ings.....thanks  ....... 

 jim Dickson, peregrine point way                                  
 

 

Eagle Submission Policies 
   Resident Opinion and Guest Commentary are intended for use by Landings residents. Exceptions may be made for matters of 
importance to Landings residents.    Anonymous letters are acceptable only in the Off My Chest feature and are subject to the guide-
lines of that feature. Personal attacks not acceptable. 

Eagle Obituary Policy 
We carry obituary notices of any Landings resident at the request of a relative or close friend.  Please supply a good quality picture (it 
can be returned) and appropriate copy - which may be edited. If received by the 12th of the month it will appear the following month.  
There is no charge.  

  All Submissions    
   Submissions to The Eagle should be in writing, typed and e-mailed, if possible, to insure accuracy.  All material  must be clearly 
identified with a contact person and phone number for verification or elaboration. 
   Addresses and phone numbers will not be published without authorôs permission. 
   Opinions expressed in  creative work, cartoons, personal commentary, letters or Off My Chest  are the opinions of the author, and not  
necessarily The Eagle.  By-lined reporter material is subject to editing for accuracy and lack of bias. 
   All submissions are subject  to editing. Submissions due by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
   Submit to: E-Mail:  editor@LandingsEagle.com   Mail: The Landings Eagle,   5164 Kestral Park Terrace, Sarasota FL 34231 Phone: 
(941) 925-8559  

 

Dear Editor, 
As one whose child attended K-12 hereðI have first hand 
knowledge of our local school system.  Many Landinsô are 
keenly aware that Florida public schools just donôt make the 
grade when compared to other states.  In fact, Florida ranks 42nd 
in per pupil expenditures.  In 2002, Sarasotans decided to 
change that fate and voted to tax ourselves 1 mil to boost the 
quality of our public education.  Voters renewed the tax in 
2006.  On March 16, 2010, registered voters will have the op-
portunity to again renew a 1 mil school tax.  This is NOT a new 
taxðit is a continuation.  The dollars collected from the extra 
millage are primarily used to attract and retain high quality 
teachers (highest number with advanced degrees in the state); 
enhance programs (science, art and music programs at the ele-
mentary level plus programs for specialized schools); and, add 
30 minutes to the school day. 

So, what did we get for the 1 mil?  Sarasota schools are:  Top 
10 in statewide FCAT testing; District of Distinction; SAT 
scores in reading and math much higher than state average, 
graduation rate is at an all-time high and drop out rate is at an 
all-time low; elementary and middle schools made significant 
testing gains; and the gap between the higher and lower student 
performance is closing.. 

Over the past 2 years, more than $70 Million has been cut 
from the school district budget, including 500 positions.  The 
millage expires in June 2010.  If it is renewed, budget cuts will 
still be necessary.  If it is not renewed catastrophic cuts will be 
necessary.  Next yearôs millage (if approved) is projected at $38 
million, about 10% of the district operating budget.  It also 
equals about 500 teacher salaries.  For more information go to 
www.sarasotacbs.com. 

Oh, and did you know that our millage rate (7.427) is the 11th 
lowest in the state?  Hmmmmé11th lowest millage, but Top 10 
in scores.  Sounds like a winning combination to me. 

Sincerely, Pam Truitt, Landings Place 
 
 
 

http://www.sarasotacbs.com/
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These sightings 

of eagles have 

been reported to 

The Eagle. Weôll 

run the map as 

long as we add 

sightings. E-mail 

us your sighting 

with specific 

indications of 

location.   

   The arrows 

indicate reported 

direction of 

travel and a num-

ber referenced 

below. The spot-

ter is named 

(when available)  

along with the 

month and year 

and sometimes 

day,  of the sight-

ing. Several ñfly 

bysò  and perch-

ings have been 

reported in the 

Eaglesô Nest 

Area, but no use 

of the nest has 

been seen.   

 

 

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT 
Open Mon-Sat  7:30AM-3:30 PM 

Around the corner in the Landings Plaza 
Landins  -$1 off any Specialty Sandwich 

Just bring in this Coupon! 

Serving The Landings Since 1994  òAlways In Good Tasteó 925-3955  Fax: 926-0066 

Daily $4.99  

Sandwich Specials  

From our Delicious Menu  

Drop By . . .  

They Change Daily  

1 Nesbit 2/08 

2 Humphrey 10/9/09 

3 Tennis 4-Some 10/9 

4. Carrol  2/3/09 

5. Davis 2/27/09 

6. Schwabach 12/08 

7. Sanchez 9/18,11/18,12/21 

8. Flybys 12/08 

9. Track 4/8 

10. Kahgan 12/8/09 

New sightings this issue came from Dave Bewley and Carolyn Sanchez both of whom reported spotting a pair.  It is likely this is 

the same pair Bewley spotted last year and The Landings Eagle photographed from his back yard.  One of those shots is below. . .    

11. Bewley 12/26/08, 

12/26/09, 12/30/09 (a  

pair each sighting.) 

12. Pate 3/09 

13. Greene ï2 eagles 

10/2/08 

14. Fernander 10/09 

  

The format of the spotters report is altered effective this issue to facilitate including more sightings.  
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The best location in Eagles Point- a corner 
unit with Panoramic views of Phillippi 
Creek,  the Intracoastal Waterway and 
beautiful sunsets. Southwest exposure  
makes this unit light and bright 
   Expanded year round living space  with 

a glass enclosed balcony.  
3 br/2.5 ba, kitchen with plenty of storage, 

an island and room for your breakfast table, 2 
parking places and storage units under build-
ing.  

It's That Simple 

The right choice for all Your 

Real Estate Needs. . . 

5131 Kestral Park Placeτ$645,000 

5277 Landings Blvd.   -   $235,000 

   Walk-in and you are immediately capti-
vated  by the lake view. This 2 br/2 ba, 
Portside villa has a glassed enclosed lanai 
and overlooks  the lake.  
   The plan offers privacy with its split 
design - on one side the guest suite, with 

two Murphy beds,  the glassed-in lanai 
and the other side of the main living 
area, the master suite opens to a patio.  

New a/c and windows plus a two car 
garage. The location of this villa is a short 
walk to the Landings Racquet Club.  

    

The groundhog's shadow says winter will stay, 
But we hope warmth will come right away. 
You've checked your heat and A.C. by now 
And repaired all that the weather would allow. 
  
'Cause summer's coming & maybe hurricanes, too. 
So here's a short list, one more thing to do... 
Take out your insurance, right now, do not stop. 
Look what it says from the bottom to the top. 
  
Coverage amounts - are they enough or not quite? 
In case of a claim, will your agent join the fight? 
If you own a condo, is your association named? 
No flood insurance?  Who will be blamed? 
  
It's time to get these things straightened out. 
A phone call to Rick will erase any doubt. 
Be prepared for the weather, the good & the bad, 
Check your policy too, or you might wish you had! 

5430 Eagles Point Circle #201  -  $485,000 

   This spacious executive pool home 
has been updated with wood cabinets, 
a brand new island and granite counter-
tops in the kitchen.  
   Lanai has cemented pavers and newly 
resurfaced pool.  

  Four bedrooms (third bedroom being 
used as a den), two and a half baths, an 
outdoor shower,  and high ceilings 
throughout.    

Under Contract 

Snook Report 
by Larry Fleming 

This is one of two similar sized Snook killed by the recent 

cold snap.  Both were about 8 lbs.  The photo was taken on 

January 14, 2010. 

The two Snook lived in Heron Lake between the Landings 

South 1 and 3 condos.  Snook are a salt water fish that can 

adapt to fresh water.  (See map previous page)  

They most likely entered the lake many years ago during a 

storm event that allowed entry from the Intra-coastal waterway 

through a culvert. 

A snook estimated by our lake maintenance people to weigh 

about 25 pounds survived the cold.  He lives in The Portside 

Villas lake.  In all likelihood, many other snook reside in our 

deeper lakes that connect to the Intracoastal.  Other salt water 

fish, such as mullet, have also been spotted from time to time in 

various Landings lakes. 

Most condominium associations do not permit fishing in their 

lakes except by their own residents and their guests. Be sure to 

check before casting your line! 

 

javascript:openFullImageView()


Page  10 -  February 2010- Landings Eagle 
 

Landings Patrol Blotter 

NOTE:  In an effort to give residents a better idea of both the 
responsibilities and actions of our security service we will pro-
vide what is commonly called a "police blotter" of requests to the 
gate and actions taken.  Generally we will not provide specific 
names or addresses unless they are absolutely necessary to the 

story.   

 

Capt. Jamie Colon, Landings Security 

Chief made an appearance at the Janu-

ary meeting of the Landings Manage-

ment Association.  He made several 

important points to the board and those 

residents attending: 

   There have been two burglaries and 

one case of vandalism over the past few 

months.  While the number is not over-

whelming or any reason for overwhelm-

ing concern, caution is nonetheless ad-

visable.  Keep your doors locked, secu-

rity alarms set, sliding doors properly 

secured, garage doors closed, vehicles parked outside fully 

locked.  

While stressing vehicle operators need to drive with great 

care, if you are walking, especially with a pet, at dusk, after 

dark or dawn please wear light colored clothing, preferably 

make sure both you and your pet wear reflective material.  

Colon indicated there have been several instances of property 

owners applying for vehicle bar codes for workers and contrac-

tors appearing at their property. The board re-emphasized  the 

bar codes are for the use of property owners, long term lessees/

renters and permanent residents. They are NOT intended for 

temporary visitors, contractors nor household help.   Such 

names can be placed on the property ownerôs permanent list but 

bar codes may not be requested for them. 

Finally, he stressed again the speeding, corner cutting and 

failure to make full stops at STOP signs are continuing prob-

lems.  He also observed most such violations are not by visitors 

but by permanent residents.  

Traffic Safety is one of the leading concerns of many resi-

dents.  
 

From the "Gate Blotter": 

Just wanted to take some time to let you know of some things 

that have occurred since last week. Of course we know about 

the break in on the 14th. Now here's the rest of it: 

15 DEC 09  door open with vehicle parked in driveway on 

Pine Harrier Circle. 

15 DEC 09 officer Ribelin observed what she believed was a 

suspicious black S.U.V. leaving an area of the Landings com-

munity from Pine Harrier Circle ( Area of the burglary on the 

14th) proceedung into another area. The vehicle parked in the 

driveway on Peregrine Point Circle West. Officer was unable to 

see the occupants exit the vehicle as she passed them. The vehi-

cle has not been seen again since. 

A report of vandalism on Pine Harrier Drive. The damages 

are to some back yard statue pieces and pool tiles. 

Two Sarasota deputies proceeding to  Peregrine Point home 

on an alarm activation. Deputies stated  the home appeared just 

fine. Secondary designees were contacted and they showed up 

with a key to the residence and met with the second deputy that 

was still there. No actions taken. 

Apparent violations of Homeowners Rules and Regulations:  

Trailer parked overnight in driveway 2 days Kestral Park 

Place 

Car parked on grass overnight at Peregrine Point C & Pine 

Harrier Drive 

Incident reported at a Kestrel Park Way North  address by 

Officer Trusik involved a smoking fireplace.  Ultimately the 

smoke was cleared and there were no human or serious prop-

erty damages.  However, residents should be reminded that 

seldom used fireplaces should be checked prior to use to make 

certain the flue is open.   There is also a danger of build up in 

the chimney which should be checked periodically.  

    At a vacant home on Pine Harrier Circle I observed the 

lock box on the ground. If it contains 

the key to the 

residence and 

someone 

knows the box is 

not secured to a 

fixed object then 

wouldn't you 

think it would disappear? Does the real 

estate agent really want to take that chance? 

 Gate received a call from a resident disturbed because her 

dogs were barking, because she said the Landings Patrol was 

conducting regular patrol of vacant homes. I explained that the 

officer was required to check these homes and she recom-

mended that we only drive by and not leave the vehicle's hazard 

lights on. I made my apologies.  

Police were called at 0113 hrs to the nature trail. The officer 

was conducting routine patrol when she was taken by surprise 

by a voice deep in the vegetation of the nature trail. After call-

ing authorities the officer returned to the patrol unit to await for 

assistance. When police arrived a search of the entire nature 

trail was conducted. Although no apprehension was made the 

police did hear unusual noises and discovered bicycle tracks 

that appeared to be fresh. 
 

Jaime Colon,  
Chief of Security 

Things a Burglar Wonôt Tell You 

 

Editorôs Note:  We don't usually reprint materials form other  
publications or the Internet.  However, in light of recent Landings 
security concerns we are running this sent to us by a 
ñconcerned Landin.ò 

 

Of course I look familiar. I was here just last week cleaning 

your carpets, painting your shutters, or delivering your new 

refrigerator. 

 Hey, thanks for letting me use the bathroom when I was 

working in your yard last week. While I was in there, I 

unlatched the back window to make my return a little easier.  

Love those flowers. That tells me you have taste é and taste 

means there are nice things inside. Those yard toys your kids 

leave out always make me wonder what type of gaming sys-

tem they have. 

Yes, I really do look for newspapers piled up on the drive-

(Please see òBurglaró on page 12) 
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