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This Eaglesô Nest Area visitor was spotted New Yearôs Eve, 2007 between 6 and 6:15 PM.  At least two eagles, possibly more, were seen flying over the area.  
There have been multiple sightings since.  Indications are a nest is being built, but no location is confirmed at this writing. Observers are waiting and  

watching carefully.     (This is a composite of two photos of the same eagle in the same Eaglesô Nest Area tree.)   

Welcome  

Home!  
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Exceptional service and profes-
sionalism along with creativity 
and enthusiasm distinguishes 
Barbara. Her background in-
cludes being a successful busi-
ness owner on St. Armands Cir-
cle and a Top Producer for Lee 
Wetherington Homes, along with 
serving on the board of the Junior 
League. Barbara has earned the 
company's prestigious Masters 
Circle award and has been a 
resident of Sarasota for 29 years. 

                                                         
   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 

An amazing private peninsula on 
Heron Lagoon. Almost 2 acres of 

secluded tropical paradise.  
Swim, kayak and relax while watch-

ing the awesome sunsets.  
4-6 Bedrooms, 4 Full Baths. Im-

merse yourself in a true island life-

style - private gated entry, updated 
home with separate 2 bedroom guest 

house.  
A very unique property  

7108 Midnight Pass Road,  Siesta Key 

Price at $1,600,000 

Almost 2 Acres of Siesta Key Paradise 

LHA January Meeting 
Board elections will be held on February 14.  If you have not 
sent in your ballot it must be in the boardôs hands by the annual 
meeting, 7PM, February 14. Homeowners are welcome to at-
tend the meeting and vote in person. If you sent 
your ballot in you may vote for your favorite 
candidate or you may turn the proxy over to the 
board to vote it wishes. You may also offer a 
candidate from the floor, though the chances of 
election are slight because many ballots will 
already have been cast. 

 There are four openings on the LHA Board, 
six candidates (at publication deadline) for 
those four seats: (I) = Incumbent 

Richard Bayles, Frank Pipers, David 
Carlson, Eric Larson, Jim Goldman (I) and Jane 
Hyslop (I).  (See statements from three on page 3.) 

Two incumbent board members have not announced 
plans to run for reelection: Stan Williams and Stan 
Lampert. 
The residentôs fence, discussed at length in last 
monthôs Eagle, was also discussed. The board decided 
to send the homeowner a ñfirstò letter demanding re-
moval of the current fence and replacement with an 
ñapprovedò fence. The homeowner personally ap-
peared at last monthôs meeting ï which turned out to 
be an informal discussion because not enough board members 
showed up to constitute a quorum.  During the discussion it was 
agreed the matter was not so timely the homeowner needed to 
change travel plans to show up at the January meeting. Accord-
ing to LHA President Williams, the letter was to be sent despite 
that agreement based on, because the meeting was in fact a non-

meeting and therefore not binding. The president also indi-
cated he has received further communications objecting to the 
fence, but did not state from whom. 

It is clear at least some of the board view anything resem-
bling ñchain-linkò ï plain, green or black as an unacceptable 

fencing alternative based on their interpreta-
tion of whatôs acceptable not on any specific 
admonition in the documents. 
   If the homeowner does not respond appro-
priately to that letter and a second letter, he 
could be required to face a panel of three  
homeowners not connected to the board or the 
parties for a judgment on an appropriate fine. 
In other matters of interest: 

The financials indicate the LHA will 

probably end the 2007 fiscal year with a 
$2000 surplus after all invoices are paid. 

There was a brief discussion over the re-

moval of pines on some of the islands in home-
ownersô areas.  LHA representatives to the LMA 
will keep an eye on the situation. 

Some of the former Yanchek properties are 

not being kept up.  But, indications are they will 
be put on the market soon by the banks holding 
title. 

Board members will advise homeownerôs 

whose mailboxes need maintenance or replacement. 
There was a discussion of the type of fence preferred at the 
easement entry point to the Eaglesô Nest Area. The current 
chain link will likely need replacement with maintenance on 
the area itself. 

The Fence in Question 
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LHA Elections 

 

LHA Public Notice: Ballots for election to the Board of Di-
rectors of The Landings Homeowners Association, Inc. 
(ñLHAò) have been mailed to all owners of record as of January 
30, 2008. 

It is important that we have a quorum to complete the election 
process and we encourage all homeowners to return their ballot 
or proxy on or before the LHA Annual Meeting scheduled for 
7:00PM on February 14, 2008, at The Landings Racquet Club. 

The LHA Board of Directors encourages active involvement 
by its members and we trust that all homeowners will partici-
pate in the upcoming election. 

PLEASE RETURN THE PROPERLY EXECUTED BAL-
LOT OR PROXY THAT YOU RECEIVED IN THE MAIL. 

 

Candidate Statements 
The Eagle asked each of the candidates, by e-mail,  to reply to 

open question.  It was: What will be your guiding philosophy in 
making decisions as a member of the Landings Homeowners 
Association? 
   The replies in order of receipt: 
Frank Pipers: ñ1. Overseeing the adherence to bylaws and 

rules in a fair, impartial and consistent manner, in keeping with 
the stated philosophy of cooperation. 2. Transparency in all 
activities with a clear rationale for the decisions made based on 
precedent, the law and the common good. 3. Immunize oneself 
from popularity concerns while striving to be fair and right-
eous.ò 
Lars Eric Larson:  ñI am looking forward to contributing to 

my neighborhood association. As a member of the Landings 
Homeowners Association Board, I will attend each scheduled 
meeting and contribute ideas which help supplement the estab-
lished rules and regulations. My philosophy and decision mak-

Eaglesô Nest Area Update 
By Bob Greenfield, Committee Chair 

 

Larry Fleming and Bob  Greenfield met with representatives 
of the county to explore getting a matching grant under the 
community improvement program.  The grant would go to 
LMA to help pay the cost of removing the exotics and restoring 
native Florida trees and plants. 

    The county people advised that the appropriation for 
matching grants in the next six months is limited.  It will 
not cover the applications they receive from community 
groups.  They said that LMA could improve its chance of get-
ting a grant by adding a plan to open access to the area and in-
stall a nature trail or a viewing platform.  

    The committee was charged with making its  recommenda-
tions to LMA for the future of the Eaglesô Nest Area.  It will 
meet to consider all proposals and will try to reach agreement 
on a plan that LMA will receive before the February board 
meeting.     

    The work on the drainage project in the nature area is well 
along and may be completed before this report appears in the 
February issue of The Landings Eagle.  Along the west and 
south borders of the tract there will be a berm and a swale, with 
appropriate ground cover, to direct the surface water from the 
tract into an underground 15-inch pipe.  The pipe will empty 
into the surface water sewer system under Kestral Parkway S. 

ing process will revolve around preserving the exceptional 
quality of life that exists in this neighborhood and promoting a 
concept of  the "good neighbor policy". 

Richard Bayles: "To balance the requirements of the Declara-
tion of Restrictions that govern The Landings homeowners with 
'common sense' application of its intent." 

We received no reply from:  David Carlson, S. James Gold-
man, & Jane Graham Hyslop 
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LMA Annual Meeting Feb 1 

 

Annual Board Elections and Election of Officers for the LMA 
take place at this meeting and successive meetings the same 
evening.  

Property owners are invited; however under Landings docu-
ments only association presidents may vote, either in person, by 
previously mailed in ballot or by proxy.   

Nominations may be made from the floor at the annual meet-
ing in February.  However since proxy ballots have been dis-
tributed to association presidents during January, most of the 
votes are actually cast before the meeting. This leaves little 
likelihood  a February floor nominee can win a seat, unless for 
some reason there are fewer candidates than open seats. 

As of mid January four seats were to be open at election time 
and all four incumbents were running for re-election: Robert 
Capo, Jerry McFadden, Henry Rhodes and  Bill Whitman.   

You may suggest additional candidates or comments on these 
candidates only through your Association President who casts 
the actual vote.  

There are actually three separate, brief meetings held this day.  
Meeting one is the standard board meeting handling routine 
matters.  The second meeting is the Annual Meeting at which  
Condominium and Home Owners Association Presidents/
Delegates vote for the yearôs board of directors. You may want 
to attend or remind your Association President/delegate to at-
tend and vote. The third meeting is the Organizational Meet-
ing at which the new board elects officers. 

The Eagle urges participation in government at the most local 
level.  

LMA January Meeting 
 

A clarification was made by board action affirming the Ea-
glesô Nest Area drainage maintenance committee, chaired by 
Bob Greenfield.  Committee member Jack Jost presented details 
of the plan finally adopted by the LMA board.  That work 
should be completed or near completion by the time of this pub-
lication. 

The Safety and Security  committee reported radar enforce-
ment has been underway along some Landings streets.  Special 
attention is being paid to speeders and STOP sign jumpers.  The 
reports are being turned over to the committee who will decide 
on action.  The main gate attendants have been instructed to 
tighten up on admittance to the Landings without proper identi-
fication.  Therefore, you may be asked for identification if the 
on-duty attendant doesnôt recognize you, especially if you are a 
passenger in a non-resident vehicle or taxi. 

Landscape Chair Ben Mayne laid out a year long plan to 
upgrade traffic islands.  Among the goals: requiring less water, 
eventually changing to a drip irrigation system and improve 
visibility around several islands.  There was a discussion of 
removal of tall pines from the islands.   Bill Whitman reminded 
the board the LHA approves of removal of only dead pines, 
believing there are many who like the pines and some consider 
them a Landings trademark. Mayne agreed to use caution on 
such removals. His plan is estimated to cost about $27,000 for 
the fiscal/calendar year. 

A lengthy discussion ensued over the proposal before the 
board to monitor the security camera from the LRC late eve-
ning and overnight.  A revised liability indemnity clause was 
presented, causing even more discussion.  One major point 
made is such a clause does not guarantee you will not be sued 
and  can still pay substantial legal costs.  A decision on the mat-

ter was postponed to the March meeting.  The February meeting 
is the annual meeting and, the board felt, an inappropriate time 
for such consideration.  

The annual Newcomers Party is  scheduled for Thursday 
March 20. 
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The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet 
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents.  The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.  
  

Editor and Publisher:  Irwin Starr   Associate:  Ms. Charlie Valentine. 
The Landings Eagle  © Irwin Starr, 2008, Sarasota FL 

Thanks this month to:  Barbara Pendrell,  Dick Lutz, Marilyn Newman,  Ralph & Dee  Ricapito, Barbara Martin,  Kevin Lechlitner, Carl 

Zeisler,  Scott Diamond, Leslie McLean, Dick Bayles, Toni Anthony, Dorothy Spelman. Bill Whitman, Fritz Drybrough, Len Gumley, Jules 

Chawkins,  Gordon Garrett, Al Weeks,  Jack Jost, Bob Capo, Lee Morgenlander, Dick Bayles, Charlie Valentine, Jack & Ruth Kahgan, Larry 

Fleming, Bob Greenfield, Katy Leidel  ð Forgive us if we missed youðbut please let us know. 

Commentary  Resident Opinion   

IPS 

Letter to the editor, and the general Landingôs population: 

Now that the money has been spent to improve drainage in 

the Eaglesô Nest Area, and work is well along the way to im-

prove conditions for those surrounding properties, many Land-

ins are awaiting the next step - access to the area.  Once again, 

the access does not have to be overly intrusive, ie., the affected 

properties can be shielded by buffers, but when we, the general 

owners of the Landings, are contributing tens of thousands of 

dollars to improve the property, we should be able to get some 

personal benefit from the expense.  Especially if the property 

owners there are looking for additional funding for landscape 

enhancement. 

I would suggest that a nice walking path with maybe a few 

benches would be a welcome addition to those of us who enjoy 

walking the Landings. 

Richard Greene,  Pine Harrier Circle 

 

To All, 

Gee - I guess it really is the "Eagle Preserve" - and that is why 

the eagles "Effigy" and carved statue appears at the front gate 

and the Landings newspaper re: "The Landings Eagle" bears its 

name and 

"Effigy."  

Perhaps, if we change the name  to "THE LANDING COM-

MONS WALK" the eagles will go away, along with the history 

of the "Eagle Preserve" and the reasons why we have the eagle 

"Effigy" represented through out the Landings? - DA !!!!  

No matter the eventual outcome we should not change the 

name of what is referred to as the "Eagle Preserve." 

David Jacaruso,  Landings Terrace 

  Itôs difficult to explain how two big birds with bright white 
heads can make you feel so good, and so proud. But they 
do. 
   New Yearôs Eve 2007 neighbors called saying run over 
and see the Eagles in the Eaglesô Nest Area (previously, 

and errone-
ously called 
The Eagle Pre-
serve). First 
thought, an-
other false 
alarm.ò   
  But, no they 
really are there.  
As the Page 1 
picture attests. 
  Clearly Great 
Bald Eagles 
are back in The 
Landings.    
  Every indica-
tion is the pair 
are nest build-
ing.  One has 
been seen 
scavenging 
sticks on the 
ground along 
the perimeter 

then flying majestically to an undetermined location, pre-
sumably within the area, to build a home.  
   Its partner seen above, waits patiently.  
   We see a number of interesting ironies in their arrival.  
    Your editor/publisher has lived here, on the parameter 
of the Eaglesô Nest Area, 11 years. Not once, until 
12/31/07 had we spotted the symbolic bird, though they 
were seen elsewhere in The Landings.  
   During that time the area laid fallow, uncared for except 
an occasional mowing.  
   But in came the bulldozers to correct long standing 
drainage problems, create new swales and lay under-
ground storm sewer pipes.    
   Amidst that noise chaos our new residents appeared. 
   The majestic symbols of the USA arrived at the end of 
not one of the best years for the country, and the begin-
ning of one with economic worries and a major election 
guiding our future direction. 
   They arrived as a committee studies how to balance the 
rights of accessibility for 702 owner households with 20 
plus who have homes around the Eagleôs Area. 
   Finally, and it is personal, they were first spotted flying 
in the evening of the day weôd had to euthanize a beloved 
blue-eyed, black dog, ironically named Skye.  
   Coincidences, certainly. But a welcome return to a com-
munity noted for its Eagle Symbol. 
   Our home is your home. 
   Welcome Home! 

Commentary: 

Bob Greenfield has probably gotten more accolades this past 

month than he ever wanted.   

But we must add one more. 

When we agreed to reestablish The Eagle  as the community 

newspaper we insisted on editorial freedom. As editor, my own 

background reminded me  editorial freedom brings increased 

responsibility to objectivity, fairness and ñboth sides of the 

story.ò  An editorial page requires  responsibility while offering 

the freedom of personal opinion.  

We sought out Bob Greenfield as a person who could give 

historical perspective to virtually any issue the community may 

face.  But we found much more. 

We found a friend.  One willing to call us on our shortcom-

ings, offer suggestions on style and fact, serve as the sounding 

board we all need and, when necessary, simply agree to dis-

agree after making a solid case.  

We are grateful for his contributions to the Landings, The 

Landings Eagle and  our own personal development.   

Youôre never too old to learn from a good teacher. 

Irwin Starr, Publisher/Editor, The Landings Eagle 
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Eagle Submission Policies 
 

   Resident Opinion and Guest Commentary are intended for use by Landings residents. Exceptions may be made for matters of importance to Landings residents.    

Anonymous letters are acceptable only in the Off My Chest feature and are subject to the guidelines of that feature. Personal attacks  not acceptable. 
Eagle Obituary Policy 

We carry obituary notices of any Landings resident at the request of a relative or close friend.  Please supply a good quality picture (it can be returned) 
and appropriate copy - which may be edited. If received by the 12th of the month it will appear the following month.  There is no charge.  

  All Submissions    
   Submissions to The Eagle should be in writing, typed and e-mailed, if possible, to insure accuracy.  All material  must be clearly identified with a 
contact person and phone number for verification or elaboration. 
   Addresses and phone numbers will not be published without authorôs permission. 
   Opinions expressed in  creative work, cartoons, personal commentary, letters or Off My Chest  are the opinions of the author, and not  necessarily 
The Eagle.  By-lined reporter material is subject to editing for accuracy and lack of bias. 
   All submissions are subject  to editing. Submissions are due by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
 
   Submit to: E-Mail:  LandingsEagle@comcast.net   Mail: The Landings Eagle,   5164 Kestral Park Terrace, Sarasota FL 34231 Phone: (941) 925-8559  

Gettinô It Off My Chest!  
   The Eagle  prints items from Landins 

without attribution as long as they are not 

specific enough to identify individuals, 

addresses, companies, etc.   They are printed 

as received except for minor editing to 

insure clarity.   
   Send to: editor@LandingsEagle.com Your name and phone number are re-

quired on the submission, but we will not print them.   

 

JJJ The winner this month for making lemonade out of 

lemons goes to Mrs. Carolyn Sanchez. She tolerated, with a 

smile and full coop-

eration, the construc-

tion of the Eaglesô 

Nest Area drainage 

pipe  in the easement 

adjacent to her prop-

erty for several 

months.  After the 

initial pipe was driven 

underground from the 

area to Kestral Park 

Way South a large 

pipe and safety cone 

sat there through the 

Holidays awaiting 

January 4th resump-

tion of digging. Not 

content with the pipes she took it upon herself to make it per-

haps the most original Christmas decoration in the Landings.  

    We thank her for her spirit of co-operation and sense of décor 

for the Holidays! 

 

LL We all love our pets.  But rumors of dogs, perhaps 

wild dogs, in the area persist. These two were spotted while The 

Eagle was out waiting to photograph our new eagle residents.  

   Neither was aggressive.  

   If either one of these is yours, please claim it before it is cap-

tured and sent off to the Humane Society, or possibly a worse 

fate at the county. 

   Residents are required to keep their pets under control when  

Outdoorsðleash required if off your own property.  

A Critical Eye - Commentary 
                       Fritz Drybrough 

One of our better known comedians said, 

ñLife is like a roll of toilet paper. The closer to 

the end, the faster it goes.ò  I find myself in 

agreement with this more often than not. Itôs 

hard to believe that we moved into our condo on Starling Drive 

20 years ago, but we have the ódocsô to prove it. Time has taken 

away so many rich relationships among the original 22 of us 

who were the first inhabitants of our association. Weôre down 

to less than 50% now. That leaves a few heart pangs when I 

stop to think about it ï more than a few actually. 

Naturally that applies to the natural aging of a lot of things. 

Weôve replaced four cars and two cats in that time. Some furni-

ture has been replaced ï necessitated by the ageing of our 

grandchildren (hide-a-beds, Murphy beds, etc.) and the ever 

changing computer furniture. Iôm not going into clothing ï eve-

rything seems to shrink over time. But the good news is (at least 

for me) is that I have less and less ñdress up clothes.ò I find it 

very liberating to live in shorts and kakis without concern about 

just whom Iôm supposed to impress. Seems like the fewer 

clothes I have, the more friends I have ï Hummm é 

Thereôs some bad news that goes along with this scenario as 

well. Everything costs more than it did 20 years ago ï espe-

cially medical care. Unfortunately, we require more of that as 

we progress towards the end of things, but I do think we have 

improved drugs and methodology. Our buildings need more 

care as well as the landscaping. The buildings I can handle, but 

if itôs green I have to avoid it. These óLive Oaksô look a whole 

lot more dead than the Oak trees where I came from in Ken-

tucky. Oh well, change is inevitable ï acceptance is the answer 

to being happy with it. 

Eagle Seeks Sales Director 
Our Sales Director is taking on full time management of the Siesta Key 

Chamber of Commerce. 
We are seeking someone adept at direct advertising sales to retailers and 

services. 
This is a Contract Sales position paying generous commissions on receipt 

from client.  
The Landings Eagle has maintained its 36 page size through the support of 

local advertisers.  Join the team providing one of the most comprehensive gated 
community newspapers in Florida ð one of the few with total editorial inde-
pendence.     

  We wonôt make you rich. . . but can certainly provide a small income and 
some valued relationships, a double bonus.  

If you are interested talk it over with Irwin Starr, 925-8559.  

Corrections and Amplifications  
None this month é.occasionally we do get it right, except 

for a few typos and misspellings! 

Weôre happy to hear from you for corrections and further 

amplification.  With Collar 

No Collar 


