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LMA Budget OKôd, Annual Fee $1005 
 

The 2009 budget was approved without items changes from 

those proposed in the November Eagle.  The assessment for 

2009 will be $1005, $101 less than the 2008 assess-

ment.  

President Capo noted reclamation plans for the 

Eaglesô Nest Area (ENA)  have been assigned to 

Ben Mayne, Chair of the LMA Landscape Commit-

tee.  

Work is virtually complete on the ENA viewing ñplatform.ò  

Entrance (during daylight hours) is from the right-of-away off 

Landings Blvd., three houses west of Kestral Park Way South.  

Unfortunately there appear to be no 

eagles to observe this season.  Most 

attribute this to the presence of a pair of 

Great Horned Owls, a species noted for 

driving out eagles.  The good news is  a 

definite plan is endorsed, it seems, by 

virtually all factions in the controversy 

over ñimprovementsò in the ENA.    

Ben Mayne presented the plan and 

simultaneously made a plea for the 

factions to quit bickering and threaten-

ing legal action since all that was being 

proposed is a clean-up, removal of nox-

ious plantings, non-native planting like 

Brazilian Pepper Trees and new Florida native plantings.  He 

emphasized there is nothing in the plan to extend paths or any 

other use beyond the existing path to the viewing area.  (See 

page 3 for the complete text of Mayneôs comments and plan.) 

President Capo also reported a clean-up and trimming had 

occurred along Phillippi Shores Drive ï the road leading to the 

Landings South gate. He also indicated the fence, offensive to 

many, on Landings Blvd. at Heron Way is under discussion 
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LHA Annual Assessment $100 
 

The LHA passed the budget for 2009. With the planned in-
crease for the new mailboxes the annual fee for LHA 
homeowners will be $100. 
Board member Jim Goldman resigned his position 
citing a number of obligations making it impossible to 
participate in the requisite three consecutive board 
meetings.  The board is likely to appoint a new mem-
ber since the election is a few months off.  If you are a 

homeowner, and interested in the appointment, call LHA Presi-
dent Bill Whitman (926-9495). 

Mailbox installation is underway with only 
minor glitches.  Roughly half will be com-
pleted this calendar year and half early next 
year. 
   Several routine painting and landscape issu-
ers were approved.  The issue of the fence at 
Landings Blvd and Heron Way is in the hands 
of attorneys. 
   There was discus-
sion of responsibil-
ity if your property 
is one with posts 
and ropes.   Whit-
man stated that the 

condition of the ropes themselves 
and the ñuprightnessò of the posts is 
the LMAôs responsibility.  Damage 
and necessary painting or repair be-
cause of the damage to the posts by 
landscape maintenance people is the 

homeownerôs responsibility. 

Your next issue of The Landings Eagle  should arrive about  

January 1.  Keep in touch at: 

www.LandingsEagle.com  

Mayne presents ENA Plan 

Peace  
on Earth  
Goodwill to All  
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Volume 7 Number 9 

Typical damage by string trim-
mers to wooden posts. 

Newly installed 

double box 

AT DEADLINE! 
Publix targets 

December 4 for open-

ing.  See page 21. 
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among attorneys.   

The new ñmainò gate is targeted for completion by mid-

December.  That may run a bit late due to delays in delivery of 

some building materials.  Use of the exit gate (only) may be 

restored on an on-and-off basis by the time you read this.  

Bill Whitman, Chair Safety and Security, reported revisions 

are being made in the night patrol responsibilities and reporting.   

 Henry Rhodes reported on the initial meeting of the new 

Strategic Planning Committee.  No members of the committee 

except Rhodes as chair, are members of the LMA board. Rho-

des pointed out this was intentional to encouraging broader 

community participation.  

See Page 8 for an update from the committee and all com-

mittee  member names. 

 Rhodes emphasized he hoped for strong community partici-

pation in the public meetings called for November 19 and Feb-

ruary 4. Both will have social intermingling from 6:30 to 7, 

followed by the meeting, 7-8:30pm. 

There have been two requests to alter the sequence in which 

roads will be resurfaced in the Landings.  Roads chair Larry 

Spelman examined the road conditions and made some modifi-

cations. The original and revised lists are on page 10.  
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Green Book 

 

 All owners should have received the 2008 edition of the 

Green Book (The Landings Residentsô Handbook and Direc-

tory).  For those who didnôt save their binders from some years 

ago, new ones (one per unit) can be picked up at Argus Prop-

erty Management, 2477 Stickney Point Road #118A.  When the 

Main Gatehouse renovation is complete, we will have a supply 

available there.  Additional binders and inserts are available at 

$5 each with a check (only) payable to LMA. 

 

Green Book Changes 

 

 The following changes failed to make it into the recent 

edition of the Green Book: 

Jost, Jack L. & Lenora J.  change e-mail to: 

jljost@verizon.net 

Fernander, Bob & Clemmie change e-mail to: 

 bobfernander@verizon.net 
  

If there are further changes that a resident wishes to be pub-

lished, please contact Dick Bayles by mail  4720 Pine Harrier 

Dr, fax (941) 921-4250 or e-mail  rubayles@alum.mit.edu. 

 

Main Gatehouse Reconstruction 

 

 By the time you read this, the reconstruction project 

should be largely complete, and we have been able to re-open 

the right-hand exit lane during the daytime (except for occa-

sional closures required for specific construction purposes).  

We anticipate to re-open the gate for full operations no later 

than December 15th. 

 

 

Please tell advertisers. .  
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Landings Penthouse with phenomenal southwest view of Bay and Siesta Key. Fabulous boat activity, 10 foot 

ceilings, large inviting balcony, terrific floor plan. Beautiful fittings throughout.  Blinds/Shades, Cathedral/

Vaulted Ceiling, Ceiling Fans, Elevator, Intercom System, Smoke Alarms, Solid Surface Counters, Unfur-

nished, Walk In Closet, Washer/Dryer Hookup, Window Treatment. Balcony/Sun Deck, Gutters / Downspouts, 

Mature Landscaping, Outdoor Lights, Patio/Porch Covered, Patio/Porch Screened, Sliding Doors, Trees/

Landscaped. 

 

 

 
 

 

5430 Eagles Point Circle # 402        $480,000 

941.350.3743    www. newhomeadvice.com 
Michael Saunders & Company 

Siesta Key Office 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

                                                         
   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 

Eaglesô Nest Area Plan 

by Ben Mayne, Landscape Chair 

 

Anyone reading last monthôs Eagle knows about the contro-

versy surrounding the Eagle sô Nest Area.  As the landscape 

chairman, this area has never been part of my responsibility.  In 

an effort to defuse the situation I have 

asked and received permission to treat 

the area as nothing more than another 

landscape project, much like our island 

program.  My primary goal is going to be 

to develop a classic Florida upland 

woods with native Florida plants.  Refor-

estation will be a several year ongoing 

project.  In order to accomplish this I 

have proposed, and planned the follow-

ing: 

1. I have hired Michelle Scranton, a 

landscape designer with expertise in re-

forestation. 

2. While the plan is being developed we 

will go in and identify as much native 

vegetation as possible and stake it out. 

3.  Next we will use a commercial de-

vice called a ñbushhogò to clear out un-

desirable undergrowth.  Hopefully this 

will be done  this year, once we receive 

the go-ahead from the National Wildlife 

Service.  I have been in the area almost 

daily and feel that, at least for now, we 

have lost our eagle(s).  The cause may be due to our resident 

pair of Great Horned owls, who are notorious for driving Eagles 

out and stealing their nests. 

4.  Go in and clean out all of the exotics, peppers, vines, etc. 

5.  Wait several months and go back and kill off all the young 

exotic seedlings.   Once the initial stage has been completed, the 

upkeep should stay minimal, as long as we stay on top of it. 

6.  Present our landscape plan to the entire community for in-

put and tweaking. 

7.  Begin reforestation.  The trees (slash 

pines, live oaks, wax myrtle, etc.) will be 

in the range of 6 feet and will require irri-

gation for the first couple of years.  

8.  No paths or structures are planned. 

  There has been a lot of initial concern 

about the cost.  To my great relief, Merle 

Raber has given us an unbelievably great 

bid to do the work, so what would have 

been a tremendous initial cost has come in 

far below expectations.   

   The Eagle area has been neglected for 

several years and is in great need of clean-

out and restoration.  If you have questions, 

please feel free to contact me.     

   To put this in perspective, I plan to spend 

approximately three times the amount of 

money spent on the Eagle area on only 

one island next year.  My major plan for 

ô09 is to rebuild and replant the big island 

on Landings Blvd. fronting the Tree 

Houses.  The overall concept that Merle 

Raber and I have developed is to alternate 

between a major island and a neighbor-

hood island until our budget runs out.      

 

This map shows an approximate diagram  of the walk-
ing path into the Eaglesô Nest Area.  The entrance is off 
Landings Blvd between 1700 and 1624.  No parking is 
available and parking on the street discouraged.  Walk-

ing to the entry point is recommended.   Path hours 
have not been determined, but sunrise to sunset hours 
are recommended. Please stay on the established path.  
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A Walk Along the New Eaglesô Nest Area Path 

   Enter the Eaglesô Nest Area  (1) from the easement off Landings Blvd just opposite Landings 
Lane.  Stay on the freshly bark chipped path (2) ðdonôt stray to the right on the unbarked path.  
When you reach the ñYò (3) by the big bush take a right for the leisurely path to the viewing 
area, then left for the quick route.  Youôll recognize the viewing area (4) by the longer and 

wider bark chipped area.   Once there, if youôve brought binoculars and a copy of this article,  match picture (5) to the tree pattern and 
look to the arrow to see the eaglesô nest.   

   The eagles havenôt been 
spotted frequently this year,  
So if you see them, call the 
paper immediately! 
    It is a pleasant, easy 
walkðconducive to medita-
tion.  
   Much of the undergrowth 
you see will be removed 
with the continuing recla-
mation of the ENA. 

4 

5 
3 

2 1 
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Editorial   Resident Opinion   

IPS 
 

 

Merry  

Christmas 
 

Happy  

Hanukkah  
 

Season  

Greetings  
 

May the  

New Year  

Bring You & Yours  

Happiness & 

Good Health 
 

And the  

U.S.A. & World  

Peace,  

Renewed Faith,  

Understanding & 

Economic Stability  

The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet 
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents.  The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.  
  

Editor and Publisher:  Irwin Starr   Associate:  Ms. Charlie Valentine. 
The Landings Eagle  © Irwin Starr, 2008, Sarasota FL 

Thanks this month to:  Barbara Pendrell,  Dick Lutz, Marilyn Newman, Ralph & Dee  Ricapito, Chris Cook ,  Kevin Lechlitner, Carl Zeisler,  

Scott Diamond, Leslie McLean, Toni Anthony, Lee Morgenlander, Dick Bayles, Don Smally, Bill Whitman,  Gordon Garrett,  Joe Venezia, Al 

Weeks, Dorothy Spelman, Howard Feltman, Larry Spelman, Charlie Valentine, Tia Tallman, Bob Greenfield, Scott Diamond,  Henry Rhodes, Katy 

Leidel.  ð Forgive us if we missed youðbut please let us know. 

 

Dear Editor: 

The map was an excellent insert in last monthôs 

issue.   It is the best one yet.  Easy to read.   It  also, 

vividly shows  the size of the Eagles Nest Area, be-

ing larger than the Racquet Club or Phillippi Shores 

Park. Thank you, Eagle, and many thanks to the 

sponsors who make this high quality issue possible. 

 Ralph Ricapito, Landings Blvd. 

 

Editor: 

Many condo and neighborhood associations face 

the same problem that is bankrupting banks and 

mortgage companies.  Members who default on their 

mortgage payments don't pay their association as-

sessments.  Many associations are struggling with 

shortfalls in their budgets. 

    Even in The Landings there are victims of bad 

mortgage lending and the collapse in value of their 

investments.  Some of our association boards may 

need professional guidance.  Unpaid assessments 

may be collectible from the banks that hold or fore-

close the mortgages, or the prospective buyers in a 

foreclosure sale.  When an owner vacates, there may 

be a legal remedy to compel the bank or buyer to 

maintain the appearance of the property, or to re-

cover the cost of maintaining it from the bank or the 

buyer. 

    Each association could wait and hope its mem-

bers will be OK.  If an association's budget is unbal-

anced by member defaults, it can then seek advice 

from its manager, who may, or not ,know the legal 

ramifications, or it can consult a condo and neighbor-

hood association lawyer. 

    There is a better course.  Now is the time for the 

LMA board  to take the initiative.  It should invite 

the presidents and board members of all of our asso-

ciations to a learning session with a lawyer specialist 

in condo and neighborhood law.  At the cost of an 

hour or two of the lawyer's time all of our associa-

tions can be made ready to deal with a default situa-

tion when and if it happens. 

  Bob Greenfield, Landings Blvd.  
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Resident Opinion   

 
 

Eagle Submission Policies 
 

   Resident Opinion and Guest Commentary are intended for use by Landings residents. Exceptions may be made for matters of importance to Landings residents.    

Anonymous letters are acceptable only in the Off My Chest feature and are subject to the guidelines of that feature. Personal attacks  not acceptable. 
Eagle Obituary Policy 

We carry obituary notices of any Landings resident at the request of a relative or close friend.  Please supply a good quality picture (it can be returned) 
and appropriate copy - which may be edited. If received by the 12th of the month it will appear the following month.  There is no charge.  

  All Submissions    
   Submissions to The Eagle should be in writing, typed and e-mailed, if possible, to insure accuracy.  All material  must be clearly identified with a 
contact person and phone number for verification or elaboration. 
   Addresses and phone numbers will not be published without authorôs permission. 
   Opinions expressed in  creative work, cartoons, personal commentary, letters or Off My Chest  are the opinions of the author, and not  necessarily 
The Eagle.  By-lined reporter material is subject to editing for accuracy and lack of bias. 
   All submissions are subject  to editing. Submissions are due by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
 
   Submit to: E-Mail:  LandingsEagle@comcast.net   Mail: The Landings Eagle,   5164 Kestral Park Terrace, Sarasota FL 34231 Phone: (941) 925-8559  

The following article ran in our October issue.  It contained 
several editing errors.  Our apologies to both the source (Don 
Leidel) and the subject (Jean Brown). Here is the correct ver-

sion. 
  

Eagles point resident Jean 
Brown landed a big one-a 
35 inch, 20 to 25 pound 
striped bass.  Jean caught 
it, fought it  and brought it 
in, using a lure and 10 
pound test line.  The catch 
occurred August 7 on the 
Long Island Sound.  J      
Jean is seen here with her 

granddaughter, Kate.  Congratulations, Jean. 

 

Gettinô It Off My Chest!  
Where  Landins Can   
Speak Anonymously  

  

   The Eagle  prints items from 
Landins without attribution as long 
as they are not specific enough to 
identify individuals, addresses, 
companies, etc.   They are printed 
as received except for minor edit-
ing to insure clarity.  
  Send to Editor@LandingsEagle.com. Your 

name and phone number are required on the submission, but 
will not be printed. 

LL Marketers who think itôs clever to throw objects, sam-
ples etc. in the driveway to get attention.  Little consideration 
is given for whether people are away for the season or the po-
tential scattering by wind and rain. 

LJ Those folks who wag their fingers at passing motorists 
even when they are well within the speed limits! 

JJ The new mailbox installers who are fast, courteous 
and friendly!  The mailboxes arenôt bad either. 

Corrections & Amplifications 
always with apologies 

A Holiday Poem  
       REMINDER 

     By Aileen Seton -Kestral Park Drive 
 

SANTA gets all the credit 

on Christmas Eve, but would 

he without the help of the Mrs.? 

She is the organizer of the hearth 

home and workshop keeps the elves 

on their toes - a day - 

she never misses. 
 

She keeps Santa happy in every way washes his hair, 

trims his beard cuts his toenails, checks his mail. Feeds 

the crew, tends the reindeer makes sure everything is 

ready for that special flight and hopes it will be a beau-

tiful, starry night. 
 

She is the one who wipes his tears 

when he misses some, 

congratulates the reindeer 

on a job well done. 

Indeed, Mrs. Santa has a very 

full life and what is more, 

has never been replaced by 

another wife! 

She is indispensable, so is 

Santa Claus - this is due , 

to a man called KLAUS 

who started it all! 

THAT is true! 

ððððððð Aileen Seton 

Thereôs a rumor afoot Hef and his entourage caused 

quite a stir at a recent LRC event! More pic page 8.  

 

Question Answered  

We are new residents to the Landings and have heard there is 
a gate at the North end of the Landingsðto Field Road.  If so, 
do you know who I could contact about getting the combination 
to the gate?  We are Field Club members, and have friends on 
North Lake Shore Dr and the gate would make biking to these 
spots much nicer. Thank you for your help, 

Scott Liebel,  Landings Lane 
It is located off the cul-de-sac at the end of Pine Harrier Drive 

between I believe, 4600 & 4605. The combination is available 
from Chris at the main gate. By covenant it is also available to 
any one living on Field Road.  


