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LMA Approves Environmental Plan  
 

The LMA Board adopted in its entirety recommendations 
for the Environmental Subcommittee 
of the Strategic Planning Committee.  
Their report covered four areas: 
Landscaping, Drainage -Preventive 
Maintenance, Hazardous Waste and 
Education. The recommendation are 
quite extensive and far reaching.  
Their compete report can be read on 
page 4.  
   The November board meeting was 
unusually well attended.  
   The board also approved the 
budget to be presented at the annual 
meeting.  It was unchanged from the 
version reported in last month's Ea-

gle.   However, it was pointed out there have been some sub-
stantial, unexpected expenses in the last couple months which 
will result in the future need to set aside emergency, contin-
gency funds for storm sewer drainage.  The repairs required on 
Kestral Park Drive at Kestral Park Way South plus more recent 
repairs on Peregrine Point Drive at Peregrine Point Way have 
totaled about $16,000 in unbudgeted expense.  They will be 
covered by surpluses in the 2009 budget and savings expected 
by less extensive road resurfacing in the 2010 budget.  (The 
only road scheduled for resurfacing   in 2010 is Cedar Bay 
Lane, a rather short expanse.)   However road an drainage ex-
perts suggest The Landings will face several more such emer-
gency repairs in the months and years to come.  Storm sewers 
are the responsibility of the LMA while sanitary  sewers are the 
responsibility of the 
County. The Landings is 
beginning to show its 30 
years, requiring both main-
tenance and preventive 
maintenance. In addition, 
the Treehouses have been 
carinf for their own storm 
sewers. This is actually 
covenant responsibility of 
the LMA.  All of these 
situations will require care-
ful budget examination in 
the future.  

The revised 
"Documents" governing 
The Landings, and re-
viewed by the board at the 
past two meetings, will now 
be submitted to the LMA's 
attorneys for final review to 

(Please see òLMAó on  page 2) 
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LHA Discusses Documents Changes 
 

The board unanimously passed the 2010 budget as detailed at 

the last meeting and in the last edition of The Landings Eagle. 

The annual assessment for homeowners for 2010 will be $75. 

Board President Bill Whitman outlined the changes to be in-

cluded in the LMA's revision of the Landings documents. A 

provision to determine what percentage of Landings association 

presidents must vote on any future changes in the documents 

has not been completed as of this writing. Several suggestions 

are being floated including maintaining the current 100% re-

quired approval or changing it to 75%. A change to 75% could 

also bring modifications such as proportional allocation by the 

number of residents in each association, a straight 75% vote or 

perhaps other not yet discussed variations. One further variation 

was discussed at the Presidentsô Association meeting. It would 

remove approval of such changes from the association presi-

dents to Landings property owners themselves. As suggested, it 

would require a 75% vote of all property owners voting and 

require  a 30% turnout for a valid election. 

The LHA board took an informal straw vote clearly indicating 

they favor maintaining the 100% agreement of  presidents to 

make changes. The concern expressed is they would lose veto 

power on any given issue with other proposed changes. The 

board however has not taken a formal position on this matter. 

The board discussed and approved a number of landscape and 

architectural changes submitted by various homeowners includ-

ing:  inserting some windows into a solid wall, invasive plant 

 (Please see òLHAó on page 2) 
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Your Next Issue 
We return to monthly publication with this issue. You 

can expect your next issue January 1, 2010. Late 
breaking developments are posted at: 

www.LandingsEagle.com  

Environmental Committee Co-
chair Larry Lawrence present-

Peace  
on Earth  
Goodwill to All  
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Marianne Men c hinger  
                 Custom Painting , Inc. 
 

 ǒ  228-8034 ǒ 
  Licensed & Insured  
 

 

Reliable, Professional, Courteous 

Free Estimates 

removal, installation of solar panels on the back of the home, 

pool cage extensions, a backyard swing set, a new roof and a 

new paint job. 

It discussed the removal of trees, and paid special attention to 

one homeowner's request for building an addition which could 

result in root damage to a substantial oak tree. Further discus-

sions will be required on this issue after a 

personal examination by board members of 

the property. 

Further discussion and examination will also 

be required in the case of a homeowner who 

has erected what appears to be an amateur 

radio (ham) antenna. While federal law pro-

hibits community associations from forbid-

ding certain types of antennas used for the 

reception of video entertainment, ham anten-

nas appear not to be included in the exclusion. 

There will further discussions with the home-

owner. 

There was a lengthy discussion about a home-

owner request to use a 3 foot high, enameled 

green wire fence to permit a dog to run in a 

certain area behind the home. It was approved 

with the 

provi-

sion that 

it be a 

removable fence, and not 

protrude into the ease-

ments for the lake behind 

the home. A neighboring 

homeowner specifically 

objected to any kind of a 

barrier blocking full view 

of the lake. Several mem-

bers of the board made the 

point that as long as the 

homeowner making the 

request complies with the 

documents and the board's 

recommendations the ad-

jacent homeowner has no 

intrinsic right to a view 

across a neighbor's lot. 

(òLHAó from page 1) 

make certain they comply with the new Florida requirements 
and do not alter the intent of the original documents beyond 
those changes specifically reported from the past two board 
meetings.  

One area still open to discussion is whether to chance the 
documents now requiring 100% of the vote of all association 
presidents to some lesser percentage, and, if so, whether to es-
tablish some apportionment scheme re-
flecting actual memberships of the asso-
ciations. Such a system if adopted might 
more closely resemble voting power of the 
U.S. House of Representatives than the 
current plan resembling the U.S. Senate.  

Once all the package changes are made 
and reviewed by the LMA board revised 
documents will be submitted to associa-
tion presidents before filing with the 
county. The board has also committed to 
time for individual property owners to 
review the package if they like. Individual 
constituents do not have the opportunity 
to vote on adoption, but can express their 
opinions to their respective association 
presidents. 

Lakes Committee Chair Jerry McFad-
den reported that with the change from 
daylight savings time lake fountains and 
light schedules will be revised.  Also the 
fountains can go back on 8 hour sched-
ules.  

Ben Mayne, Landscaping Chair, outlined 2010 projects:  is-
lands in Cedar Bay Lane; the lawn along the Circuit City entry-
way to The Landings; the area near the bike gate of Field Road; 
and, the major project of the year, replanting the "main" island, 
the long one just inside the main gate.  He also pointed out 
there is a new destructive insect attacking "snow bushes."   Pi-
nellas County Extension describes it as: "the snowbush caterpil-
larò or Snowbush spanworm. It is the larval or caterpillar form 
of a black and white moth that flies during the day. In most 
cases the new growth is eaten, and the plant will re-sprout 
shortly. In south Florida, however, infestations have been so 
heavy that three-foot Snowbushes were killed from the caterpil-
lars feeding on the bark and branches.  Control can be by spray-
ing with a product containing Bacillus thuringiensis.(B.t.) such 
as Thuricide or Dipel." 

The Newcomers get-together for 2010 is scheduled for 
March, 11th, 2010.  Association presidents will be invited to 
participate this year.  

(òLMAó from page 1) 

Association Elections  
Coming Soon 

 

   Various association 
elections are coming up 
in the next few months.  
If you wish to run for any 
office get your name 

and bio to your appropriate associa-
tion president soon.  

These are open elections, and 
anyone can get on the ballot, just 
get your name in on time. 

The presidents of all Landings 
associations are listed in the newly 
distributed ñGreen Bookò inserts on 
page 1 of the Residentsô Directory. 

Your president can provide all the 
details for your association.  

Type of removable fence discussed.  
Inset: 2 panels detailed 

A Division of Casey Realty Corporation 

Casey Condominium Management 

A Full Service Property Management Company 
Administration -  Accounting - Maintenance - Leasing 

 

Managers                               
      Kim Bittar  Scott Diamond  Melissa Johnson  Tracy Hecht  

 

Assistant Managers   
 Samantha Hershberger   Jan Galik   Robyn Lavanda  Jeff Dieter   

        
      Leasing Agents                    General Manager 

        Beth McCord    Sharon Byrd              Bridget Spence 

4370 S  Tamiami Trail #102  È Sarasota, FL 34231  
(941) 922 -3391 È 1 (800) 237 -3628 ÈFax (941) 921 -2254 

www.CaseyManagement.com  
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Michael Saunders & Company 
St. Armands Circle Office 

Licensed Real Estate Broker 

                                                         
 

    
 

Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 

Fabulous 2 Bed Room,  2½  Bath Landings Tree-
house. Lush tropical surrounding with several out-

door patios plus balconies. Meticulously main-
tained, high ceilings, wonderful active community. 
Pet friendly. Feels like a home inside.  $365,000  

   Barbara is known for providing exceptional service 
and professionalism, 
along with creativity 
and enthusiasm. A 
Sarasota resident for 
over thirty years and a 
past St. Armand's Cir-
cle business owner, 
Barbara has been a top 
producer with Michael 
Saunders for over 10 
years.  

   Communications 
and determination are 
key to her success in 
every negotiation. She 
assists home buyers 
and sellers through the 
intricacies of the dy-
namic Sarasota real 
estate market. 

 Barbara is consistently recognized for her achieve-
ments ð the Michael Saunder's prestigious Master's 
Circle award, and 3-year recipient of the "Five Star Best 
in Client Satisfaction" award.  

1474 Landings Circle  - The Landings  

barbara@newhomeadvice.com                            941.350.3743     

  The Documents Review Committee 
has done an excellent job of restating 
The Declaration of Maintenance 
Covenants and Restrictions on the 
Commons for the Landings.  As your 
board has previously stated, the Dec-
laration will expire in May 2010 
unless it is restated and recorded be-
fore that date due to the requirements 
of the Florida Marketable Record 

Title Act. The Board had decided that rather than restate the 
Declaration as it now exists it would be better to incorporate all 
36 amendments into the document and remove all developer 
references that no longer apply.  The intent was to make no 
substantive changes. 
     The majority of amendments were merely adding additional 
condominium properties to the Declaration as the Landings was 
developed after the initial development of Landings Unit 1. 

  They also covered the addition of the commercial properties 
adjacent to the entrance roads of Landings Blvd. and Kestral 
Parkway North.  Paragraph 29,  the eagles nest area, was re-
stated to reflect the current ownership and the requirements of 
the Quit Claim Deed of March 1987 when that parcel, Tract F, 
was conveyed to LMA. 
     There was a discussion at the October board meeting of the 
procedure required to have the restated Declaration approved 
by all 20 of the Landings association presidents.  As a result, 
the Documents Review Committee has been conducting meet-
ings with the association presidents to acquaint them with that 
procedure and to answer any questions they may have regarding 

the final restated document.  There has also been discussion on 
changing the requirement for approval from 100% of all presi-
dents to some lesser percentage for any future amendments.   

The restated document is now ready for transmittal to the As-
sociation attorney for his review and preparation for filing and 
recording.  We expect that he will have some further recom-
mendations regarding final language and possible additional 
simplification. 
     The proposed 2010 Budget was also discussed at the Octo-
ber meeting.  It will include a modest increase from the 2009 
Budget.  The Board is doing its best to limit expenses. How-
ever, we are maintaining an infrastructure that is now 30 years 
old.  Within the last three months we have had a number of 
ruptures of storm water drain pipes causing sink holes in roads 
and requiring expensive repairs.  Unfortunately, we can expect 
more of this in the future. 

  

Presidentôs Report 
By Bob Capo 

Please  

Tell our advertisers  
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Strategic Planning Committee 

This report by the Environmental Committee subcom-
mittee of the Strategic Planning Committee was pre-
sented at the November LMA board meeting.  The LMA 
voted to accept and adopt the recommendations. It is re-
produced here in its entirety. 

 

        Drainage Preventive Maintenance Program 
The Landings Management Association (LMA) charged the 

Ecology and Environmental Project Team with developing a 
plan for the Drainage Preventive Maintenance. The primary 
focus is to assure that flooding can be averted in times of heavy 
rainfall. Another important related purpose is to direct the water 
flow so that it moves through the lake system efficiently and 
effectively and thereby having the contaminants removed be-
fore the water reaches the bay. This later issue will be dealt 
with directly in other recommendations. 

Heavy rainfall over appreciable time, resulting in large vol-
umes of water running off our streets and other impervious ar-
eas (including that from streets, shopping centers and parking 
lots outside the Landings), requires the cooperation of individu-
als, the condo associations, LHA and LMA. These organiza-
tions must work together over the long term to keep the existing 
drainage pathways maintained and operating as effectively as 
possible. 

The main areas needing consideration include: roads, swales 
and drains, catch basins, trenches and lakes. 

Roads 
   The LMA Roads Committee should assure that the grated 

pipe inlets, within the paved roads, are open and draining 
freely. Areas, where thick edges of turf abut the paved road and 
therefore act like curbs, preventing run-off into swales, should 
be trimmed to allow the desired water flow. 

   Inspection and correction of these areas and read grates 
should be done bi-annually. 

   If water pools at low spots in the roads, this should be ad-
dressed during repaving. 

Swales 
   Swales are man-made and /or natural ditches through-out 

our communities which convey water to drains and other com-
ponents of our water system. The cooperation of the condo as-
sociations and individual homeowners (probably with the assis-
tance of an LMA or LHA contractor) needs to be enlisted to 
ñmapò the swales and water flow in their communities so the 
swales can be readily inspected. 

   Special consideration should be given so that driveways, 
new landscaping beds (or the planting of trees or shrubs) or 
other obstructions not be permitted to intrude into the swales. 

   Maintenance of the swales is challenging because changes 
in their drainage characteristics can be subtle and they may be 

filled-in by thickening turf over a few years. 
   After mapping the swales and water flow, the areas should 

be inspected bi-annually by competent maintenance personnel, 
contractors or residents with appropriate training. (The program 
at the Treehouses could be used as a model.) 

Drains, Catch Basins, Trenches and Lakes 
   This section deals primarily with the metal and concrete 

infrastructure of the drainage system as well as the trenches and 
lakes. LMA has responsibility for these components, relative to 
drainage. Bi-annually the interconnecting drains, pipes and 
bulkheads should be inspected. LMA should provide clearing of 
impeded or blocked passages and/or repair of the water han-
dling equipment. 

Conclusion: 
   This preventive maintenance plan focuses on what should 

be done to manage the run-off well and the frequency of effort 
required. Needed expertise to carry out the functions can be 
provided by competent contractors and knowledgeable resi-
dents. This preventive maintenance plan requires the coopera-
tion of many organizations and individuals in the Landings. 
With this plan and cooperation, the Landings should be well 
prepared for the occasion of heavy rainfall and be able to avert 
flooding in all but the most extreme instances. 

Over time it would be desirable for the Landings to take 
actions which would reduce the quantity of run-off through the 
implementation of contemporary ñlow impact developmentò 
concepts which have been devised after the Landings was de-
veloped. This would lessen the problem at its source, reduce the 
preventive maintenance efforts required and enhance the quality 
of water in our lakes and entering the estuary. Assistance with 
these concepts is available from the County. 

                              Landscaping 
 Fertilizers:  The correct use of fertilizers is especially im-

portant in reducing nutrient pollutants into our Landings lakes 
and Roberts Bay. 

     The Sarasota County Fertilizer and Management Code, 
Ordinance No. 2007-062, gives specific guidelines for the use 
of fertilizers, including correct application, seasonal restrictions 
and proper disposal of grass clippings and vegetative debris, 
etc. 

     It is mandatory that any person who applies fertilizer 
must attend a training class given by the county to obtain the 
BMP (Best Management Practices) Certification Decal to be 
properly displayed on their vehicles and carry a Certification 
Card.  There are inspectors who may impose a fine if there are 
infractions to the Code. 

     Merle Raber, of Raber's Lawn Service, obtained his certi-
fication on August 23, 2008 and has five decals. 

 Policy Recommendation: 
     That LMA should establish a policy to assure that all 

Landings associations understand and take steps to comply with 
the ordinance regarding fertilizer applications and that  the 
Ecology and Environmental Committee conduct an educational 
program for the LMA Board, other Association Boards and 
landscape committees. 

Mowing:  Grass clippings and vegetative material or debris 
are prohibited from being deposited in storm water drains, 
ditches, conveyances, water bodies or roadways. 

 Policy Recommendations: 
      That LMA establish a policy to assure that all Landings 

associations understand and take steps to comply with the ordi-
nance on mowing practices and that the Ecology and Environ-
mental Committee conduct an educational program for the 
LMA, other association presidents and interested members. 

Palms:  Palms have different nutritional requirements than 
(Continued on page 8) 
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In  one of the best attended events of the season, property 

owners and friends greeted and honored long time Landings 

mailman Tom Chrapowicki on his retirement from the US 

Postal Service. 

The love and affection for this "public servant" was expressed 

by many of those at-

tending.  Typical of the 

remarks was "Tom 

never treated us as a 

group of mailboxes, 

but as his family and 

friends." 

Over the years he's 

brought packages to 

our door steps, taken 

the time to inquire 

about ill members of 

the household, remind 

us if we forgot ade-

quate postage - but 

making sure the corre-

spondence got through 

anyway! 

   Bill Whitman, LHA 

President, presented 

Tom with a small eagle 

statue inscribed "Tom, Best Wishes From Your Landings 

Friends,"  along with a card  and a token of all of appreciation 

from the many who contributed to its contents.  Others brought 

individual cards, bottles of wine and other personal gifts. 

Tom was also honored by the Landings canine community 

with a dish of cookies from Piper Whitman, a big black,10 year 

old Lab,  fondly remembering all her dog biscuits over the 

years. 

Tom and wife Pat expressed their deepest thanks to the com-

munity commenting "the best 13 years of my 33 year postal 

career were here in The Landings;  thank you for letting me be 

part of your families and your community." 

We'll all miss him and that Tom smile. 

The event was planned by the LMA and Treehouse associa-

tion, Bill Whitman and Lou Furlong, respective presidents.    

RealtorÑ partners Judy Greene and Tara Lamb supplied sand-

wiches, "womaned" the liquid refreshment bar and spent many 

hours promoting participation in the event. Many resident also 

brought food items for the generous buffet. 

Landings Bids Happy Retirement to Friend and Public Servant -  Tom Retires 

Tom and wife Pat, who has a few more years before she retires 
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The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet 
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents.  The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.  
  

Editor and Publisher:  Irwin Starr   . 
The Landings Eagle  © Irwin Starr, 2009, Sarasota FL   

Thanks this month to:  Barbara Pendrell,  Dick Lutz, Bob & Marcia Capo, Marilyn Newman, Ralph & Dee  Ricapito, , Kevin Lechlitner, Jim & 
Sandy Goldman, Carl Zeisler,  Scott Diamond, Leslie McLean, Toni Anthony,  Dick Bayles,  Bill Whitman,  Joe Venezia, Al Weeks, Dorothy Spel-
man, Jaime Colon,   Henry Rhodes, Lee Morganlander, . ð  Forgive us if we missed youðbut please let us know. 

Editorial Resident Opinion  

IPS 

The state of Florida requires current association 
documents be renewed.  The LMA and LHA have both 
undertaken necessary renewal actions. The LHA made 
no changes other than those required by the state.  The 
LMA established a document committee to update the 
language, removing references to the original developers 
where appropriate and suggesting other changes without 
changing the intent of the original documents. 

The committee and the board have done a thorough 
and commendable job.  On the committee's recommenda-
tion, the LMA also made a few changes as reported ear-
lier in The Eagle.  Controversial changes have been 
avoided to expedite the process. 

But, one provision, important to how The Landings 
deals with change in the future, remains open for consid-
eration.  

Current Covenants require a 100% vote of all resident 
association presidents for any change. The U.S. Constitu-
tion would likely never get an amendment passed if 100% 
of the states were required to ratify. Some committee 
members and association presidents believe this should 
be altered to make it easier  to make changes. They've 
suggested variations of a vote of 75% of the presidents, 
along with other stipulations designed to protect both 
large and small associations from "controlling" the out-
come. 

Our sources tell us change seems unlikely because 
there are enough interests who simply don't want to give 
up the "veto" power  the 100% vote requirement provides 
them.  

One association president has told The Eagle he 
doesn't think itôs fair that his very small association has 
the same voting strength as one with 200+ members. In 
fact he has proposed a plan giving all 700+ property own-
ers a direct vote while requiring passage by 75% of those 
voting with a 30% quorum required.  

No matter what is proposed, a change to the status 
quo will still need the vote of 100% of the presidents to be  
accepted. So the "veto power" can prevent change.   

The Eagle is not offering an opinion on any one plan 
at this point.  However, we strongly believe this issue de-
serves more and broader discussion, vetting it publically 
for opinions from all property owners.  We also believe 
whatever the decision, it ought to be for the common 
good of all Landins and not be dictated by the veto power 
of one or more presidents just because they don't wish to 
lose veto power. 

We offer as many pages of The Eagle as are needed 
for  this discussion. 

Letter to Eagle Editor 

      I have always respected Bob Greenfield's opinion, how-

ever, I must take exception to statements made by him in his 

letter in  the October Eagle. 

     1.  He stated that far more time was spent at the October 

board meeting discussing the ENA than was spent on the 

budget.  I remind him that such a discussion was not on the 

agenda.  In the course of a report on the restatement of the 

documents he and other homeowners initiated the discus-

sion.  We merely responded to the issue they raised.  As far as 

the Board is concerned the matter of the ENA is settled. 

     2. He claimed we requested another opinion from LMA's 

attorney regarding the status of the eagles nest area.  We did 

not.  We are merely working with the attorney to finalize the 

restated Declaration of the Landings Commons. 

     3.  He further suggested that we should spend more time 

seeking ways to reduce the budget in these troubled economic 

times.  It should be noted that  he and other homeowners de-

manded that we mitigate a storm water drainage condition in 

the ENA and correct a fire hazard that the County had identified 

at their request.  Both of these required a significant expendi-

ture and require an annual expense to maintain. 

 Bob Capo, LMA President, Starlings Dr. 

 

To the Editor & Our Landings Neighbors: 

For some reason, Carriage House II is being considered 

ócommon areaô to the folks not in the neighborhood. May we 

remind you that the grassy areas here are our front yards; they 

are not Common Landings Property. As the CH II grassy area 

is privately owned grounds, you may not use our Private Park-

ing places for yourselves or your employees or guests; you may 

not park your vehicles on our grass (front lawns); and if you 

insist on bringing your animals for a walk around our property, 

you may be sure that you are being watched by many of our 

residents to see that dog leavings go away with you in bags that 

do not remain here. Remember, you surely would not wish us to 

park our cars on your front lawns, nor would you like to en-

counter dog excrement left there either.  

Dana D. Hummel, Pres. Carriage House II 

 

Peace  
on Earth  
Goodwill to All  
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Where  Landins Can  Speak Anonymously  
  

   The Eagle  prints items from Landins without attribution as long as they are not specific enough to identify individuals, 
addresses, companies, etc.   They are printed as received except for minor editing to insure clarity.  
  Send to Editor@LandingsEagle.com. Your name and phone number are required on the submission 
but will not be printed. 

LLL A person walking three dogs in the Carriage House II neighborhood on a recent morning 

placed the dogs' excrement, in a thin plastic bag or a newspaper sleeve, in my trash barrel. I discovered 

this when I was taking in my empty recyclable containers and noticed a strong odor coming from the 

trash barrel, the cover of which had not been completely replaced. After the trash was collected, 

I was burdened with the chore of removing the odor as the result of a thoughtless dog owner. In recent months my neighbors and I 

have noticed a number of pet violations by those from other neighborhoods in the Landings.  All  pet owners are hereby urged to ad-

here to the rules regarding their animals. 

LL I am saddened to see how the palm trees in our beautiful neighborhoods are brutally pruned.  Obviously, the crews trim-

ming them are not knowledgeable arborists and are actually damaging the trees.  I am sorry my  fees go to pay their wages.  Surely 

we can hire better trained professionals. 

 

Gettinô It Off My Chest!  

 

Eagle Submission Policies 
   Resident Opinion and Guest Commentary are intended for use by Landings residents. Exceptions may be made for matters of 
importance to Landings residents.    Anonymous letters are acceptable only in the Off My Chest feature and are subject to the guide-
lines of that feature. Personal attacks not acceptable. 

Eagle Obituary Policy 
We carry obituary notices of any Landings resident at the request of a relative or close friend.  Please supply a good quality picture (it 
can be returned) and appropriate copy - which may be edited. If received by the 12th of the month it will appear the following month.  
There is no charge.  

  All Submissions    
   Submissions to The Eagle should be in writing, typed and e-mailed, if possible, to insure accuracy.  All material  must be clearly 
identified with a contact person and phone number for verification or elaboration. 
   Addresses and phone numbers will not be published without authorôs permission. 
   Opinions expressed in  creative work, cartoons, personal commentary, letters or Off My Chest  are the opinions of the author, and not  
necessarily The Eagle.  By-lined reporter material is subject to editing for accuracy and lack of bias. 
   All submissions are subject  to editing. Submissions due by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
   Submit to: E-Mail:  LandingsEagle@comcast.net   Mail: The Landings Eagle,   5164 Kestral Park Terrace, Sarasota FL 34231 Phone: 
(941) 925-8559  

  Santa turned to Mrs. Claus 

And said "I'm feeling sad because 

We're really in the hole. 
My dear, it isn't just ourselves -- 
The economy has hurt our elves. 
Hard times have hit the Pole. 
I had to close the shop this year -- 
There won't be any toys, I fear, 
To fill my fabled sleigh. 
And bless each loyal reindeer heart, 
They all showed up to do their part, 
Then went their somber way." 
  

Mrs. Claus, so very wise, 
Looked straight into her husband's eyes 

And said "We mustn't fret. 
This problem we can work around 

Because I think I may have found 

A means to solve it yet. 
 

Christmas is much more than toys 

Beneath the tree for girls and boys, 
And this provides a way 

To teach them by reminding them 

About a birth in Bethlehem 

That gave us Christmas Day." 
  

Pondering what his wife had said, 
Santa scratched his snowy head, 
Then cried "You're right, by Jove! 
Each child will learn a babe was born 

To give the world, that blessed morn, 
The gifts of Peace and Love." 

 

A CHRISTMAS TALE     
by Marcia Capo 

H a p p y  H a n u k k a h  H a p p y  H a n u k k a h  H a p p y  H a n u k k a h     

M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s     M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s     M e r r y  C h r i s t m a s        

H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r    H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r    H a p p y  N e w  Y e a r       
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EAT IN OR TAKE OUT 
Open Mon-Sat  7:30AM-3:30 PM 

Around the corner in the Landings Plaza 
Landins  -$1 off any Specialty Sandwich 

Just bring in this Coupon! 

Serving The Landings Since 1994  òAlways In Good Tasteó 925-3955  Fax: 926-0066 

Daily $4.99  

Sandwich Specials  

From our Delicious Menu  

Drop By . . .  

They Change Daily  

other plants. It is recommended that a slow release fertilizer 
containing Nitrogen, Phosphate, Potassium and Magnesium be 
applied. 

     It is recommended that the landscape be diversified with 
palms and hardwoods.  It is best to plant palms in spring or 
early summer, although they can be planted at any time of the 
year.  When planting, be sure that the palm will fit the land-
scape in 10 to 15 years.  Palms should be planted at the same 
depth they were originally grown in and planted in rich organic 
material, watering the root ball thoroughly.  Apply mulch, leav-
ing a small circle free of mulch around the base of the trunk. 

     Do not over prune palms.  Trim only dead leaves, badly 
damaged leaves and flower and fruit stalks. 

 Policy Recommendations: 
     The variety of palms in our community creates a pleasing 

visual effect that enhances our homes and our environment. 
     We recommend that the LMA considers selecting and 

vetting a certified arborist to be put on a reasonable retainer to 
counsel as needed in the care of palms and other trees, as well. 
And further that LMA establish a policy and initiate an educa-
tional program to assure that all Landings associations under-
stand and take steps to comply with modern practices for proper 
palm feeding, planting and trimming. 

           Hazardous Waste Recommendations 
LMA -Collection and Disposal of Hazardous Materials-the 

committee approved a recommendation to LMA to periodically 
take the residents hazardous materials to the county disposal 
site. It was thought this would be ecologically beneficial in that 
it would significantly reduce the amount of these material inap-
propriately discarded and would also be a nice convenience for 
the residents. A team at LMA would have to consider the ñhow 
tosò. 

Team Education Program Recommendations 
Educational Program-the committee approved a recommen-

dation to LMA to conduct an educational program in the fall on 
the Landscaping, Drainage and Lake Ecology issues. The ob-
jectives of the education program are: get commitment of the 
condo associations, LHA and residents to move forward on the 
recommendations and have LMA, LHA and the condo associa-
tions work together on these issues. Conducting the program in 
the first part of November was thought to be preferable. The 
intended audience: the LMA Board, the condo associations 
presidents and members of their landscape committees. Re-
sources would include: Rob Wright from the county water plan-
ning and regulatory group, Mike Kaighin of Aquagenix, Ann 
Marie Post, a palm specialist, and a landscaper, perhaps Merle 
Raber._____ 

Committee Members:   Co-Chair s: Larry Lawrence  and 
Jerry Welch;  Members: John Cranor, Larry Fleming, Jerry 
McFadden, Cliff Truitt,  Susan Whitman.  

(òEnvironmentó from page 4) Association Presidents Meet 
With 22 various association in The Landings The Eagle is 

seldom able to cover all their activities..  We are pleased to 
be able to provide the minutes of a recent meeting of asso-
ciation presidents.  The Eagle would also be happy to pub-
lish submitted materials for any association providing them to 
the paper 

 

Presidentôs Association Round Table Gathering 
Minutes,  October 11, 2009 

by Dee Ricapito, LMA,  Presidentôs Assoc. Coordinator 

 

Attendees:  Presidents And Reps: . -- Terry Black, Bayview 

I;   Colin Wendell, Eagles Point #IV; Lou Furlong, Treehouses; 

Jere Berkey, Eagles Point #I; Elke Boaz, South III; Dana 

Hummel, Carriagehouse II; Clyde Hill, South II; Irving Spector, 

South VII; Rich Lindholm, South V; Frank Oxarart, Enclave at 

Eagles Point; Bill Whitman, Homeowners; Bob Capo, South 

VI; David Weis, Eagles Point II; Ed Meltz, South IV; Walter 

Hamer, Carriagehouse I. 

Other Attendees, Documentôs Committee: Jack Jost; Henry 

Rhodes; Larry Spelman, ESQ;   Kraig Koach, ESQ.   Also, Ron 

DeAnna, Ralph Ricapito. 

The meeting opened with David McMahon, Atlas Insurance 

giving a rundown of ways to reduce premiums while maintain-

ing necessary coverage.  He discussed being aware of flood  

rebates, credits through mitigation, renewal quotes, etc.  Some 

felt it worthwhile since insurance is an ever changing confusing 

marketplace. 

Regarding Verizon cable progress into the Landings.  Patricia 

Decker submitted an e-mail to be read from Guy Langlais, Cus-

tomer Operations, stating: ñI have just completed a meeting 

with the director of construction and told them the urgency of 

the Landings project.  He is putting the job in the system now 

and as soon as I have a date, I will call.   You will hear from me 

within 6 days one way or the other.ò  He goes on to suggest  

other propertiesô contracts that are up soon as it applies to Com-

cast are going month -to- month instead of signing a long term 

agreement.  Comcast doesnôt like it but itôs not likely they will 

disconnect anyone either. 

The topic was suggested that the covenants be revised to pro-

vide affirmative vote of 75%   rather than 100% of the Presi-

dents be sufficient to amend the covenants.  Three suggestions 

from the Documents Committee were discussed as well as a 

suggestion sent in  from Norm Olshansky, Lakeview Condos.  

The outcome stands, since 100% of the Presidents could not 

(Continued on page 9) 

mailto:Fleming-927.7031.larryrlf@comcast.net
mailto:Truitt-927-1863.truittsinsrq@comcast.net
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   Walk-in and you are immediately capti-
vated  by the lake view. This 2 br/2 ba, 
Portside villa has a glassed enclosed lanai 
and overlooks  the lake.  
   The plan offers privacy with its split de-

sign - on one side the guest suite, with two Murphy beds,  the 
glassed-in lanai and the other side of the 
main living area, the master suite opens 
to a patio.  

New a/c and windows plus a two car 
garage. The location of this villa is a short 
walk to the Landings Racquet Club.  

     Designer updated 3 br/2 ba, featuring 
Italian ceramic floors throughout, up-
graded kitchen, wooden cabinetry, de-
signer lighting, and granite counters. 
Kitchen. Spacious family room, vaulted 
ceilings, wood burning fireplace and French doors leading to 

screened lanai and pool area.  
 Bathrooms are updated with custom de-
signed vanities and tile work. New paver 
tiles surround the newly redone pool. A 
newer roof an exterior painting completes 
the package.     

It's That Simple 

The right choice for all Your 

Real Estate Needs. . . 

5131 Kestral Park Pl   $699,000 
Santa's gift was a great year 

Free of Florida's biggest fear. 

No hurricanes have touched our coast 

Threatening to turn us into toast! 
 

But Santa says you'd best prepare: 

Buy batteries, flashlights, & bright raingear! 

Protect your assets is the name of the game 

Take inventory, and photos of the same. 
 

Insurance is the same way... 

Buy it now for a rainy day! 

Call Rick to start your plan ahead. 

He can even insure Santa's sled! 
 

Do it now, do not delay! 

Don't wait until New Year's Day. 

Insurance is security when it's done right, 

So Happy Holidays to all, & to all a good night! 

Happy Holidays 

5112 Flicker Field Cir.     $499,000 

     This spacious executive pool home 
has been updated with wood cabinets, a 
brand new island and granite counter-
tops in the kitchen.  
     Lanai has cemented pavers and newly 
resurfaced pool. 
Four bedrooms 

(third bedroom being used as a den), two 
and a half baths, an outdoor shower,  and 
high ceilings throughout.  

  It has one of the nicest back yards in the 
Landings.   

agree on this issue.  PP 28 of the Covenants will stand as writ-

ten.    Bill Whitman objected to the 75% of the Presidents ap-

proval.  Larry Spelman speaking for Dana Hammel, objected to 

75% of accessible shares.  Bill again objected to the rest of the 

suggestions as well.   This amendment will be revised, how-

ever,  to specify the controlling Class C members (shopping 

center)  will only be required to consider amendments that af-

fect their interest. 

Lou Furlong addressed the topic of solar paneling.  He noted 

it was first believed that Condo Associations had no rights to 

stop someone from putting solar panels up if they so choose.  

After contacting their lawyer, it was discovered that Condo 

Associations are responsible for the roof, and  they do have the 

right to stop them.  Lou, also, reported that companies are mak-

ing solar panels more attractive (almost like the tile itself) and 

in the future  when you need to replace roofing, you may want 

to look into this. 

An invitation to the ñWelcome Newcomers Cocktail Partyò 

was extended to all Association Presidents.  It is hosted by 

LMA and LRC and will be held at the Lakeside Clubhouse, at 

6:30pm,  on March 11th, 2010.   Mark your calendars to meet 

and greet all our new Landings  residents and help answer their 

questions and have fun at the same time! 

The next Presidentôs Round Table Gathering will be held next 

year approximately the end of October 2010.  We will keep in 

communication as items arise throughout the season via our e-

mail network.  If your e-mail address changes or a new Presi-

dent is elected, please let me or someone on the LMA Board 

know to keep the channel of communication open. 

http://mfr.mlxchange.com/#03
http://mfr.mlxchange.com/#03
javascript:openFullImageView()
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NOTE:  In an effort to give residents a better idea of both the 
responsibilities and actions of our security service we will pro-
vide what is commonly called a "police blotter" of requests to the 
gate and actions taken.  Generally we will not provide specific 
names or addresses unless they are absolutely necessary to the 
story.   

Following up on some previous incidents a new policy has 

been established. "If subject flees from patrol unit or refuses 

to identify him/herself then police are called on to handle 

trespasser or prowler......."  It is hoped by being proactive we 

will reduce potential exposure to residents, your officers and 

other possible liabilities. 

 Halloween night came off without incident this year.  

Some residents were annoyed the North and South gates were 

closed early as an added security measure. . Traffic Volume 

was high throughout the day into the wee hours of the morn-

ing. Residents did comment on observing the extra security 

and proactive measures that were taken. It was a good night 

without incident. 

A resident called the gate and stared a religious solicitor 

had entered a building on Eagles Point Circle. When the gate 

was called the on-duty officer advised he had an emergency 

and was distracted, but had no recollection of letting any un-

authorized individuals enter The Landings. They rang the unit 

as if they were soliciting the specific occupant.  Solicitation, 

even in the name of GOD, is not permitted. Please ensure all 

personnel are aware of this. 

A Pine Harrier resident stated she had been burglarized and 

that it is believed the suspects had entered the property from 

Camino Real. The resident was gone for several months 

and had just returned home. It is unknown if anything was 

taken. 

A resident who resides here only a few weeks out of the 

year reports they arrived the evening of Friday October 16 

and noticed some items appeared to have been disturbed. 

They attributed it to poor recollection of how they had left 

them. However, they later realized all of the liquor in their 

condo had been stolen while they were at their permanent 

home.  They are certain the break-in occurred after May and 

before October 16. The 2nd floor unit now has new locks on 

the front door. 

 

Landings Patrol Blotter 


