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Your Next Eagle 

 

There is NO September issue of The Eagle. Your next Eagle 

should reach your mailbox by October 1. Major breaking Landings 

news, as always,  is posted at:  www.LandingsEagle.com 

The full issue is posted on the site the 1st of each month.  

page 3 
page 5 
page 8 
page 10 
page 12 
page 13 
page 14 
page 22  

page 23 
page 24 
page 26 
page 35  

LMA June/July Actions 

 

At a previous meeting the President reported he would be 

signing a document enabling the County to clear debris from 

Landings  roads following a hurricane and receive reimburse-

ment from FEMA (The Federal Emergency Management 

Agency). It was assumed this would cover all Landing Roads.  

It turns out, because some of the roads are officially owned by 

the condominium associations they serve, those associations  

must individually sign  appropriate documents.  The LMA will 

be contacting the associations with necessary paperwork.  The 

LMA, under an earlier agreement, does provide maintenance 

for those roads, despite their separate ownership. 

Ben Mayne, chair of the Landscape committee, reported from 

Michigan the initial island landscaping is complete.  Further 

portions of the longer term plan will be executed as the budget 

permits.  He also explained watering schedules to the board and  

to The Eagle in response to a reader query.  The islands are not 

covered by the currently strict watering restrictions.   

Here is what he told The Eagle: 
I realize the concern people have with regard to our 

(Continued on page 2) 

LHA Acts on Property Line Setbacks 

 

This report  covers highlights of the June and July meeting of 

the LHA. 

Over the course of two LHA meetings a scenario played out 

highlighting the importance of obtaining prior approval by the 

LHA board before making exterior changes in you property.  A 

current resident recently purchased an additional Landings 

home.  He proceeded to have plans drawn up for an extension 

of an existing pool cage.  He sought a waiver of the setback 

requirements in the covenants from 20 (from the back lot line) 

to 8 feet.  Unbeknownst to him, however, a prior owner had 

constructed the pool and existing cage to only a setback of 12 

feet, still less than the requirement.  No record of approval for 

such a variance could be found. 

Add to those facts, the neighbor whose property line the 

newly requested variance would move closer to, objected to the 

proposal.  Fortunately he did not object to maintaining the pre-

sent, non-complying setback of 12 feet.  The board voted to OK 

the existing but not the proposed setback.  It could have voted 

to require the 20 feet called for in the covenants requiring 

demolition of portions of the existing pool area. 

Based on past actions the LHA board takes all requests for 

variances on an individual basis, very often granting them.  

However, should there be an objection from a neighbor directly 

affected by the proposed change a variance request is much less 

likely to be approved.  The board frequently suggests proposed 

plans be reviewed with affected neighbors before coming to the 

LHA for approval.  It will make the path to change much 

smoother. 
'Okd`rd rdd ƏKG@Ɛ o`fd6) 
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1635 Pine Harrier   
$825,000 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Exquisitely detailed 
with warmth and 
elegance reminiscent 
of British gentry. 
Wood floors, high 
ceilings, columns and 
French doors, exotic 
tropical pool area with 
raised planters and 
waterfall, gourmet 
kitchen w/double 
convection oven, 
artistic touches and 
DSL wiring with four 
ports 

   

Exceptional service and profes-
sionalism along with creativity 
and enthusiasm distinguishes 
Barbara. Her background in-
cludes being a successful busi-
ness owner on St. Armands Cir-
cle and a Top Producer for Lee 
Wetherington Homes, along with 
serving on the board of the Junior 
League. Barbara has earned the 
company's prestigious Masters 
Circle award and has been a 
resident of Sarasota for 29 years. 

                                                         
   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 

1722 Starling   $349,000 
Lake view 
with foun-
tain from 
2nd floor, 
large 
screened 
bonus 
room. 3 
Bedrooms, 

 2 full baths. 
Excellent condi-
tion. High ceil-
ings, close to 
pool and tennis 
courts.  

C a t h e d r a l /

Vaulted Ceil-
ings, Eat- In 
Kitchen, Open 

Plan, Walk-In 
Closet(S), Win-

dow Coverings  

1421 Landings Place  $459,000 
For those 

who love 
outdoor living 

- this Tree-
house has the 

perfect envi-
ronment - a 

large  
covered out-
door deck fully screened, adds room to this 

already spacious interior. Newly painted, with 
wood doors, new carpet and some tasteful 

artistic touches. Everything is new and clean 
and bright!    End unit with views of lush, 

mature landscaping in the sought after Land-
ings community. 
Racquet Club 

membership can 
be  i nc l ude d . 

Seller will pay all 
closing costs. Full 
1 year warranty.  

current May watering program for our new island plant-
ings.  We are watering under an exemption that allows 60 
days of necessary watering to establish new plants.  We 
are in the process of installing micro irrigation on all of 
our islands, but this will take an additional year or two to 
accomplish.  We are also upgrading our old out of date 
timers and trying to split off islands into more separate 
individual zones.  Currently we, unfortunately, have many 
of our newly designed islands linked to some of our non-
redesigned islands which explains the watering of those 
islands.  These upgrades all take time and money to ac-
complish and we are working as rapidly as possible to 
achieve our goal.  We will convert our watering schedule 
to later in the night to keep our evening walkers and bik-
ers dry.  

    I would like to remind all of our residents to do their 
part as well to limit water waste.  Navy showers, no Ja-
cuzzi  baths, turning off the facet while brushing teeth, 
waiting to run washers and dishwashers until you have a 
full load, will all conserve water.  If you have questions 
let us know.  

The Safety & Security Committee reports work continues on 
determining methods to better insure resident security and traf-
fic safety.  The plan calls for much stricter enforcement of 
speeding and STOP sign jumping starting August 15, following 
the publication of the enforcement plan on page  12 of this issue 
of The Eagle. A Kestral Parkway South homeowner requested 
the LMA take faster action in light of the ñmoderate fire dan-
gerò warning from the fire departments specialist, as published 
in the June Eagle. The board took no action. Individuals ex-
pressed the belief ñmoderateò was not a significant danger and 
the rainly seasons is just around the corner (hopefully).    

To facilitate better communication between the LMA and its 
constituency The Landings Eagle offered the LMA Board to 
post upcoming meeting agendas on the internet site 
www.LandingsEagle.com . The agenda for the July meeting 
was provided, and posted prior to the July meeting.  

A brief July 
meeting cov-
ered several 
items: 
Å  The Presi-

dent reported 
S a r a s o t a 
County put 
n o t i c e a b l e 
gouges in the 
newly paved 
section of Landings Blvd. near the Club House.   They have 
since repaired the area, at their expense, but as of this writing 
still need to apply the top coat,    
Å  The North Lake (#1) has had much of the 

bottom growth removed and the lake near the 
LRC has a fountain problem, currently being 
rectified.  There was a brief discussion of 
erecting some sort of mesh or netting in North 
Lake to confine trash washed in though the 
culvert under Kestral Park Terrace North.  
Such a device would make for easier cleaning 
of trash from the lake.  
ÅSafety and Security reports no problems 

over the July 4th celebration period.  The con-
sensus is the delayed gate experimented at the 
north entrance serves its purpose of slowing  
traffic to a safe speed and will be implemented 
on other gates as warning signs are erected.  The radar gun will 
be used to deter speeding in The Landings.  Full detail of that 
implementation including penalties can be found in the LMA 
statement on page 12. 
Å One board member commented non-Landins going to the 
Racquet Club for special events need better directions.  He sug-
gested a green or blue stripe be painted on Landings Blvd. from 
the main gate to the club.  Gate attendants would then only have 
to say ñfollow the blue line.ò  No action was taken on the sug-
gestion at this meeting.  

County Patch on Landings Blvd. 

http://www.LandeingsEagle
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County Watering Restrictions 

 

Watering restrictions continue in affect for Sarasota County.  
From the Sarasota County web site: 
Sarasota County reminds all residents of the following land-

scape and irrigation water restrictions. These restrictions apply 
whether the source of water is a well, pond, or  a utility system. 

    Ɇ Even addresses (house numbers ending with 0, 2, 4, 6 or 
8) may water only on Tuesdays. 

    Ɇ  Odd addresses (house numbers ending with 1, 3, 5, 7 or 
9) may water only Thursdays.  

    Ɇ  Common areas with no address, such as median or road-
side plantings, clubhouse or recreation areas may be irrigated 
only on Tuesday. 

    Ɇ  The maximum amount of water applied is limited to three
-quarters of an inch in each irrigation zone, once, on each al-
lowable watering day. 

    Ɇ  Property under 2 acres can water before 8:00 a.m. and 
after 6:00 p.m. 

    Ɇ  Property over 2 acres can water before 10:00 a.m. and 
after 4:00 p.m.  

Exceptions to water restrictions 
    Ɇ Flower beds, vegetable gardens and other non-lawn areas 

may be irrigated as needed using a hand-watering device with a 
shut-off nozzle. These areas may also be watered using micro-
irrigation and other forms of horticulture appropriate, low-
volume irrigation, on any day of the week. 

    Ɇ  Newly planted lawn and landscape areas may be watered 
any day of the week for a 60-day establishment period that be-
gins the day the plant material is installed. New plantings must 
be at least 50% of planted area.  However, no irrigation is per-
mitted between 8:00 a.m. and 6:00 p.m. 

    Ɇ  Car washing is limited to once per week; however, fund-
raiser events are still allowed. 

Want Greener Grass? 
 

   In a word ñtough!ò 

   There are no expections, unless noted to keep your grass 

green.  As one lawn maintenance company owner told The Ea-

gle I can look at a lawn and tell if the occupant is living to the 

letter of the restriction or not. 

   If you water to the max you may get near perfect green results 

but your Sarasota Utilities bill may can send you looking for a 

small loan. . . OK, moderate hyperbola! 

   There are alternatives.  They donôt remove you from the wa-

tering restrictions but do provide a cheaper approach to water-

ing.  

   A private well can be drilled.  This is the most expensive al-

ternative, but you receive no bill for use of the public water 

supply.  It is also subject to the amount of water in the under-

ground aquifer and provides no right to water on non-

authorized days! 

  The second alternative is a ñYò connection from your county 

water supply.  It provides water for irrigation purposes at a dif-

ferent rate than household use.  Since sewer rates (a major part 

of your water bill) are based on the amount of household water 

used, the ñYò connection saves you the sewer rates for water 

used for irrigation.  Installation costs and costs from the 

County, while less than drilling a well,  are substantial.  

   The best alternative is, perhaps, redoing your landscaping 

to Florida friendly low water requirement plantings.  Xeriscap-

ing is a landscaping style detailed in the internet.  It provides 

alternatives requiring very little maintenance and very little 

irrigation.  

 



Page  4 -  August-September 2007 - Landings Eagle 

 

 

 
 

The Eagle Needs your skills:   

Feature Writers, Electronic Artist, Asso-

ciation News, Reporters,  

News Tips, Wildlife Photographs   

Call Us: 925-8559 E-mail us at:  

LandingsEagle@comcast.net 

The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet 
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents.  The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.  
  

Editor and Publisher:  Irwin Starr   Sales Director:  Ms. Charlie Valentine. 
The Landings Eagle  É Irwin Starr, 2007, Sarasota FL 

Thanks this month to:  Barbara Pendrell,   Dick Lutz, Marilyn Newman,  Ralph & Dee  Ricapito, Barbara Martin,  Kevin Lechlitner, Carl 

Zeisler,  Scott Diamond, Joe Venezia , Leslie McLean, Len Gumley, Toni Anthony, Dorothy Spelman. Bill Whitman, Fritz Drybrough, Don Smally,  

Jules Chawkins,  Gordon Garrett, Al Weeks, Sara Rhodes, Bob Capo,  Bev Leidel. Lee Morgenlander. Dick Bayles, Larry Fleming, Owen Comora, 

Charlie Valentine , Karin Friend-Dempsey, Bill Winkler ð Forgive us if we missed youðbut please let us know. 

Commentary Resident Opinion 

 

IPS 

 

Letter to the Eagle for August Publication 

A principle of sound journalism is that a news report presents 

facts, and not personal opinions. Opinions are to be expressed 

in the editorial column. This is not the case in the Eagleôs June/

July 2007 front page story about the Landingôs Eagle Preserve. 

The Eagle is addressing a legal interpretation of the original 

Declaration of Maintenance Covenants and Restrictions. The 

Eagleôs opinion expressed is incorrect and inappropriate. It is 

our view that the Landings Declaration of Maintenance Cove-

nants and Restrictions should be interpreted by accredited and 

credentialed attorneys. 

Three attorneys, including Larry Spelman, past President of 

LMA, and currently on the LMA Board, have studied the re-

strictions in the original Declaration of Maintenance Covenants 

and Restrictions of the Landings, and they have concluded that 

they clearly restrict usage and access to this area. This is stated 

in paragraph 29 of the Declaration of Maintenance Covenants 

and Restrictions recorded at O.R. 1372 PG 1233 of the official 

records of Sarasota County. 

. Changing the name to ñThe Landings Nature Areaò is irrele-

vant. The name change does not alter in any way the original 

designated legal restrictions filed with Sarasota County. 

Howard & Adrienne Feltman,  Landings Blvd. 

 

Editorôs note:  We agree, editorial content belongs in the 
editorial column only. What was stated in the article referred 
to was fact:  If the word ñpreserveò was an accurate refer-
ence to what is known in the covenants as ñthe eagleôs areaò 
it would carry with it certain restrictions relative to pre-
serves.  In researching the law and the documents The Ea-
gle concluded it is not a ñpreserveò in the legal sense of the 
definition.  
Quoting from the article ñan important distinction in deter-

mining what may or may not be done to maintain or alter the 
property.ò    That fact is separate from the covenants and 
legal interpretations thereof.  

The article mentions this because such a designation 
would make it considerably more complicated and provide 
more obstacles to overcome in executing both the conserva-
tion and the drainage work most residents appear to favor.  

The Eagle  is proud of its record of reporting the facts and 
leaving interpretation for ñcommentaryò and ñopinionò for edi-
torials.    

This one really does seem like a long hot summer. Its 

given us time to ponder a number of different things weôd 

like to comment on here. . . Getting it off our chest, if you 

will!   

Å  Weôre tired of writing about Landings speeders and 

STOP sign jumpers!  We do worry about kids in the 

street, recreational walkers and dog walkers.  But we sus-

pect the problems, like many in this world, are caused by 

the careless or uncaring 5% not the conscientious 95%. 

We favor almost anything to bring those 5% to their 

senses.  Their own common sense should be enough! 

Å Green grassðyes we love green grass, but weôre not 

willing to shirk the watering laws in this desperate time for 

water to meet the green lawn goal. Even if we were, the 

cost without a stand alone well (not exempting one from 

the law) would be prohibitive anyway!  My lawn man said 

it wellé. ñShow me a lawn without some yellow and Iôll 

show you someone not complying with the watering ordi-

nance.ò 

Å  A special thanks to those walkers, especially dog 

walkers, who not only acknowledge they see me, but 

wave a thank you for giving them plenty of room. 

Å Weôre occasionally annoyed by the business of con-

forming our everyday life and preferences to the 

ñdocumentsò governing The Landings and the various 

associations.  But they do exist and for the very specific 

reason of maintaining our property values.  If there are 

provisions we donôt like we have the right to seek change. 

. . but change should come from knowledge, not igno-

rance.  Read and understand the rules governing your 

part of the development.  Better to have checked. . .it may 

save you redoing a complete project.  It would also save 

the associations a great deal of wheel spinning! 

Å The folks at the front gate work hard to make our com-

munity pleasant, safe and convenient.  Be patient, say 

hello, throw them a wave and a smile.  How would you 

feel cooped up in that double sized phone booth for eight 

hours! 

 Å  Lastly, there are over 700 residences in The Land-

ings, probably averaging 2.0 folks per residence. Thatôs 

1400 people with voices, opinions, talents and many 

years of experience in a variety of disciplines. Only about 

30 share them with us through The Eagle. Weôre very 

grateful to them, but would love to add you!    

Å  Thanks for letting us ñget if off our chest.ò Now itôs 

your turn! 
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Guest Commentary  A Critical Eye - Commentary 
                       Fritz Drybrough 

ñThere is nothing surer than 

death and taxesò ï at least 

thatôs what Iôve always heard. 

As we age into the ógolden 

yearsô (whatever they may 

be), we are bound to confront 

our own end of life experi-

ence. This is healthy and nor-

mal for it is a sure thing and if 

we deny it, it only serves to 

build fear and apprehension. 

Some of us have had to face 

our own mortality earlier than others due to other circum-

stances. Probably the first time I glanced at ñThe Grim Reaperò 

was in Korea, although  I did take a shot at driving stock cars in 

my late teens ï but at that age weôre almost all óbullet proofô 

and donôt begin to take death seriously. 

 

Elsewhere in this issue you will find my interview with the 

Editor concerning my long (18 years) battle with cancer and 

how Iôve chosen to deal with it. I discovered that Iôve been 

given a gift and it brings many insights that I happily share. The 

thing I wish to stress is how much love and caring Iôve been 

given ï and in turn how much Iôve been able to give away my-

self. If any of you would like to ask me anything about this ï or 

if I can be of any help or support to you ï please donôt hesitate 

 
 

Eagle Submission Policies 
 

   Resident Opinion and Guest Commentary are intended for use by Landings residents. Exceptions may be made for matters of importance to Landings residents.    

Anonymous letters are acceptable only in the Off My Chest feature and are subject to the guidelines of that feature. Personal attacks  not acceptable. 
Eagle Obituary Policy 

We carry obituary notices of any Landings resident at the request of a relative or close friend.  Please supply a good quality picture (it can be returned) 
and appropriate copy - which may be edited. If received by the 12th of the month it will appear the following month.  There is no charge.  

  All Submissions    
   Submissions to The Eagle should be in writing, typed and e-mailed, if possible, to insure accuracy.  All material  must be clearly identified with a 
contact person and phone number for verification or elaboration. 
   Addresses and phone numbers will not be published without authorôs permission. 
   Opinions expressed in  creative work, cartoons, personal commentary, letters or Off My Chest  are the opinions of the author, and not  necessarily 
The Eagle.  By-lined reporter material is subject to editing for accuracy and lack of bias. 
   All submissions are subject  to editing. Submissions are due by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
 
   Submit to: E-Mail:  LandingsEagle@comcast.net   Mail: The Landings Eagle,   5164 Kestral Park Terrace, Sarasota FL 34231 Phone: (941) 925-8559  

Gettinô It Off My Chest!  
   The Eagle  prints items from Landins without 

attribution as long as they are not specific enough 

to identify individuals, addresses, companies, etc.   

They are printed as received except for minor 

editing to insure clarity.   

   Send to: LandingsEagle@comcast.net.  Your 
name and phone number are required on the submission, but we 

will not print them.   

LJK  Iôve spotted some pretty grouchy folks around the 
LRC pool lately.  Hey folks it is a pool for all the member-
ship, and their families as well.  No,  our kids shouldn't be 
overly rowdy, but they certainly can be permitted to splash 
around a bit ð they are kids and part of the membership. 
Letôs all adapt a bit and enjoy our great facility together!  

This commentary first appeared in The Eagle in 1994. It was 
written by the late Dallas Townsend retired CBS news corre-
spondent and host for 30 years of CBSôs World News Roundup, 
the dominate radio news broadcast. He moved to Sarasota in 
1985 and was a Landings Resident for many years. His wife, 
Lois Bradley Townsend. Still resides in Sarasota.   

Your editor, a retired broadcast executive, found them apropos 
not only to radio and television today but to print journalism now 
undergoing content, style and business plan changes like never 
before. 

As the CBS announcer would have said:   
ñHereôs Dallas Townsend with the Newsò 

Television is without doubt the greatest medium of 
communication in history, and no one can dispute the ad-
vantages of television news. They are obvious to anyone 
watching a television set, and they need n                                                                                                                                
o recounting here. The disadvantages are less obvious. But 
to someone who got his professional start in radio, long 
before television, and who remained professionally ac-
tive in broadcasting until recently, they are glaring. 

First of all, the journalistic standards and guidelines 
that once were fully observed by broadcasters, especially 
on the networks, have been considerably relaxed and 
even ignored. With a few notable exceptions (for exam-
ple, MacNeil-Lehrer), the emphasis now is far less on 
"hard" news, and far more on "feature" material, human 
interest stories and the like. "Happy talk" among anchor 
persons is commonplace. I have nothing against happy talk 
per se, but I remain convinced that it is out of place on 
news broadcasts. Nor do I have anything against  

good-looking TV anchors and reporters, but I'm afraid 
(again with exceptions) that good looks in that field have 
become almost a pre-requisite, regardless of professional 
ability. On local newscasts especially, there is excessive 
emphasis on crime and violence. 

Show business began infecting television news long 
ago, and the emphasis now is on that odious term 
"infotainment." The emphasis is also on ratings, because 
ratings mean money and money is the bottom line. 
Many years ago, Eric Sevaried said: "The day CBS 
News starts to make money, it's in trouble." He was 
right. 

All surveys show that most Americans get most, if not 
all, their news from television. Those who watch PBS, 
C-Span, CNN and other such channels are quite probably 
well-informed. List the others as doubtful. As for radio 
news (once again with rare exceptions), you might as 
well forget it, although weather and traffic reports remain 

essential. 
As for this retired hired hand, he still gets most of 

his news from that dreadfully old-fashioned source, 
newspapers. 
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There was some discussion regarding a neighbor to neighbor 

request to remove or alter a very large rooftop antenna.  A 

board member pointed out Federal law prohibits associations 

from prohibiting such antennas as long as they meet certain size 

initiations for receiving local over the air television, digital over 

the air internet signal and satellite television signal.  The size of 

the latterôs reception disk is 39.37ò in diameter ï except in 

Alaska. Whatever is necessary to receive over the air television 

signals ïanalogue and the new digital signals may be erected 

assuming reception of signals from Tampa and/or Ft. Meyers 

are not considered ñdistant signals.ò See http://www.fcc.gov/

mb/facts/otard.html for the FCC information sheet on the sub-

ject. The issue will come up more frequently as digital televi-

sion replaces all over the air analogy signals February 17, 2009.  

Antennas remain an alternative to Comcast, Verizon and Satel-

lite TV for receiving local signals including their auxiliary sig-

nals not currently available on conventional analogue sets.  Not 

all of these ñsub-channelsò are available on cable deliver either. 

The LHA has been awaiting payment of approximately 

$7,800 as reimbursement and fines related to enforcing mainte-

nance standards on a Yanchek/Crane property.  As it turns out 

that money will not be forthcoming.  Seems the actions were 

against corporations holding the properties.  When they were 

foreclosed upon the banks holding mortgages on the properties 

purchased them for $1each.  This action took precedent over 

LHA claims. The LHA is pursuing the maintenance of others 

similar properties. 

Board member Stanley Lampert requested the board follow 

'ƏKG@Ɛeqnl o`fd1) up on proposed action on two matters. First, to mail information 

to  on the financial and ecological benefits of replacing incan-

descent lighting with fluorescent lamps.  The board decided to 

provide the information to The Eagle for publication rather than 

utilize special mailing. He also requested the board pursue a 

letter to the county park commissioner regarding any further 

development of the Phillippi Park near the south gate.  After 

some lively discussion it was determined such a letter, if writ-

ten, should request the county follow ñdue process,ò hearing 

viewpoints for and against any proposed development, not nec-

essarily a request for no further development. 

In other matters: 

Ɇ A resident requested the board review the condition of mail-

boxes.  It was agreed they would be checked for appearance 

and repair. 

Å A modification was made in the agreement with homes 

along Camino Real with non-complying roofing to permit sale 

of those homes without changing roofing but not changing the 

20 year period during which they would have to come into 

compliance.  

Å A fence compromise proposal between two neighbors was 

approved.  And a decision to write a non-compliance letter to a 

homeowner who erected a green chain-link fence, specifically 

forbidden by the covenants. Removal will be required.  

Å Last year an amendment to the by-laws was added establish-

ing three consecutive board member absences as an ñautomatic 

resignation.ò  The board voted to invoke that rule and remove 

member Howard Feltman.  The vote was 3 yes, 1 no, 1 absten-

tion. 

http://www.fcc.gov/mb/facts/otard.html
http://www.fcc.gov/mb/facts/otard.html
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Scenic Lake & Fountain Views Throughout 

5222 Landings Blvd. 

2BR, 2.5Bath,  

 Large eat-in kitchen,  

Enclosed air conditioned 

Lanai, Garage, Lots of 

updates, Laundry Room, 

Washer/Dryer,  

Available August 1,  

LRC membership included, Furnished or Unfurnished, 

Annual Lease $1600/month, Call Joe at 845-926-0921 

Feral Cats in The Landings  
by Karin Friend-Dempsey  

 

During my early morning walks I spotted  quite a number of 

feral cats and kittens around the Peregrine Circle-Drive-Court 

area. I left written notes  at  the houses  where  some of the cats 

were seen. There are now 3  helpful residents, who are kind 

e no ug h 

to feed 

the cats 

in order 

to estab-

lish a 

feed ing 

p a t t e r n  

i m p o r -

tant in 

trapping 

t h e m 

so they 

can be 

c a r e d 

for, neu-

tered and hopefully adopted. 

Technically a ñferal catò is a wild cat, born in the wild soon 

reverting to wild animal behavior.  They actually are ñwildò 

animals.   They are the product of the union of other feral cats, 

abandoned, or carelessly cared for domestic pets.  The best way 

to prevent such populations is neutering  

Feral cats are not good for native wildlife.   

They prey on squirrels, chipmunks, rabbits and birds includ-

ing   Floridaôs endangered scrub-jay.    They are preyed upon 

themselves by hawks  and other animals. A detailed article on 

the subject of feral cats, our source for this article, can be found 

at National Geographic News: 

         http://news.nationalgeographic.com 

Also I contacted the Cat Depot, a non-kill facility and they 

referred me to Ms. Emily  Aftandilian (922.1500),  an experi-

enced  animal rescue trapper. Emily explained cats can get 

pregnant at the tender age of 4 months. As a matter of fact, 

Emily has trapped a very young cat, already pregnant. The cat 

was treated accordingly,  neutered , got one ear clipped (a uni-

versal of a neutered animal)) and released.  This is the usual 

procedure for adult feral cats because they  seldom adapt to 

domestication. For the trapped kittens, Emily tries to find a 

permanent home.  The Cat Depot recommends the same proce-

dure for non-adoptable animals ï neuter, clip the ear, give ra-

bies shot while under anesthetic, release.  The goal is to break 

the reproduction cy-

cle.  The release plan 

does carry with it the 

need to provide some 

daily food to the 

ñcolonyò of hope-

fully neutered cats.  

Cat  Depot man-

ager, Marilyn War-

ner says cats can not 

on ly reproduce 

young but have lit-

ters as many as three 

times a year.  As a 

'Okd`rd rdd ƏEdq`k B`srƐ nm o`fd16) 

Cat to be neutered and released 

http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2004/09/0907_040907_feralcats.html

