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Choosing Your TV Provider A Wrestles with Rental Issue

June 12 marked the last day for the technical standard reviews Several years ago the LHA placed a "rental® amendment to
to watch television for 70 years. The era of digi- the documents in front of homeowners. It failed
tal television is upon us. . . and most of us never No LMA Report conclusively, but probably because it was
noticed the transition because we watch on cdple overly complicated and very restrictive accord-
or satellite. But if any of the sets in the house|  July was a scheduled ing the its critics, including this newspaper.
are not connected to one of those sources yolframonth off for the The LHA has no intention at this time to in-
not watching any TV on the set unless it has a LMA board. troduce new document restrictions requiring a
much touted converter box. . vote of the constituency. However they do in-

Comcast has been the traditional video sup- The June meeting tend to use existing provisions in both the cove-
plier in Sarasota county since purchasing Storerwas cancelled due to & nants and law to attempt to insure property val-
Cable many years ago. They have made a n\l;u;nlack of quorum. ues and reduce the possibility of nuisance ten-
ber of changes lately ostensibly to better serve  The next regularly ants.
customers with the digital conversion. Little i Document provisions give the LHA power to

. - S . scheduled meeting is . , :
doubt it was also to maximize utilization of its A t6 at 7PM act on any community nuisance, to enforce sin-

Lugusto a : gle (as opposed to multiple) family residency

and require interviews of new residents to in-

= WHICH ONETO . sure they understand property restrictions.

- ‘ CONNECT TO? _..pmsitiity  lOwer tier chan- To that end the LHA will enforce requiring renters to be
nel numbers and  jnterviewed. At that time a signature on a document affirming
potentially the length of the lease and willingness to abide by the commu-
maximize reve- nity rules, regulations and covenants will be required. Note, the
nues as those only provision of the lease the LHA will require is the length,
lower channels,  NOT amounts of rent or other provisions.
viewable on Homeowners are also reminded of County and State regula-
most sets with- tions affecting rentals, according the LHA counsEhese
out a cable boX,  same provisions also apply to condominium owners.
are considered Specifically:

by many to be R ., Only the entire
(Pl ease sebd OLMAp?opéf'tQmayW)@ge
leased and no rental
No September Issue may be conducted for
The next Landings Eagle will be published October 1. less than 30 days nor
Keep up to date with any important developments at: more than once every
www.LandingsEagle.com 30 days.
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"gulf-view property." The move of MSNBC and more signifi-
cantly WUSF, our second PBS station to digital channels raised
the ire of many. It set some of us looking at the alternatives.
As more large screen digital and hidéfinition television

sets are sold competition seems heat up among those companfis® . : S S )
P P g b Ies or patios." This option is problematic if such a location

oes not have a direct line of sight to the appropriate satellite.
Roofs antennas are acceptable for stand alone homes. Check
this with your satellite provider before making a decision.

supplying video services to our homes and condominiums. The'
special offers from Comcast, Verizon and satellite television d
providers Direct TV and Dish TV appear to change frequently.

Digital also brings with it another FREE alternatithe good
old antenna rooftop or indoor. All over the air stations are
now digital. Many are using the capabilities of digital to carry
more than one program at a time. WEDU for example carries
programming on &, 32, 33 and 34. One homeowner reports
getting 38 different programming sources at from an antenna,
though several are duplications of network stations from differ-
ent cities. The antenna option does have shortcomings, how-
ever. Your location, the placement and sensitivity of the an-
tenna (outdoor is the best) is important. Remember it will not
receive programming exclusive to cabklae multiple cable
networks. But if you are looking for the basic over the air sta-
tions as some specialize programming on the auxiliary channels
it is a FREE choice after buying the antenna. From a technical
standpoint if you can receive an over the air signal it will be
better quality in regular or high definition than one processed
by cable or satellite companies. It is recommended you test with
an antenna prior to dropping any existing service. You can also
have both an antenna and cable or satellite feeding your set
simultaneously.

Which one you choose is likely to depend on the number of
programming options, the services available and the cost. Both
Comcast and Verizon offer packages which can include televi-
sion service, premium television channels, ksgleed Internet
connection and local and lofistance telephone service. The
package prices are quite attractive. The satellite operators gen-
erally offer only television and premium television service,
though some working cooperation with other companies to of-
fer Internet and telephone.

As Verizon attempts to make continued inroads into the Com-
cast subscribers in Sarasota a recent visit by Verizon to The
Landings seems to suggest they will now take a run at convert-
ing some of the condominiums to Verizon FIOS service.

Generally homeowners can switch from Comcast at will,
unless you have signed some minimum term agreement for
special pricing. Landings condominiums however, have differ-
ent contracts with Comcast and termination dates as well as
specific contract provisions may vary by contract.

If your contract is near expiration with Comcast your Asso-
ciation board may wish to invite Verizon to provide a proposal.
Even if your contract is not up, individuals can discuss with
Verizon the possibility of offering their service in parallel to
your individual unit. In the unlikely event your Association has
a contract with Comcast as the "exclusive" provider that provi-
sion is probably not enforceable. The U. S. Court of Appeals
recently upheld a Federal Communications Commission deci-
sion banning exclusive contracts between cable companies a
the owners of apartments and other multgheelling units.

Of course, any individual agreement you may make with Ver
izon would be the individual condominium owners responsibil-
ity and not the association's. You would undoubtedly still have
to pay your allocation of the Comcast charges to the associatig

[=

unless or until the whole condominium chooses to change sup-
pliers at contract expiration. .

Another alternative to Verizon is a satellite reception. Under
CC rules a small satellite dish may not be prohibited by con-
dominium or homeowner associations as long as it is installed

location for which you " have exclusive use, such as balco-

Here are some points to remember if you are shopping:

Use the Internet to compare the program offerings from the
various services while comparing the pricing of the vari-
ous plans.

Keep in mind some networks are not available on some ser-
vices. Check them carefully. For example SNN6 Local is
available only on Comcast due to contractual restrictions
with Comcast. Those restrictions are not likely to be lifted
anytime soon.

When you compare prices on the various plans be sure to
include a number of boxes you will have to rent to receive
the programs you want on all of your television sets. Also
be aware there may be additional charges for-high
definition programming (unless you are using an antenna
to pick up the local stations high definition), and there
will be an additional charge for a TiVo type recording
device in either standard or higlefinition. These extras
add up quickly over the base price.

Try to get the supplier to fully disclose what the rates may
increase to after the initial special introductory price they
are offering.

Direct comparisons among the multiple services are difficult.
Study them carefully before making your decision as
you'll likely be stuck with them for a specific period of
time if you accept one of their "package bargains."

Remember everything is negotiable. This is especially true if
you are dealing with your existing service which will
likely go out of its way to retain your business. Comcast,
for example, has a "retention department.” Their job is to
try to keep existing customers who call to cancel.

Finally, really think about what you want to watch. A great
deal of money can be saved by avoiding the premium
channels, or even requesting the lowest possible degree of
service available from the company.

Happy viewing!

Marianne Men c hinger
Custom Painting , Inc.

5 22880346 |

Licensed & Insured

Reliable, Professional, Courteous
Free Estimates
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LHA Mailbox Policy & Maintenance iThe latch can be adjusted r¢
latch out, to loosen, or pushing it in to tighteAdjusting the

The recently LHA installed mailboxes have already seen a latch very little will make a large difference so it needs to be
couple casualties. In implementing and financing a uniform  moved a little at a time, very littleThis is a matter of prefer-
mailbox policy for homeowners the LHA also took on responsi-ence to each homeowner but they must be careful not te over

g —z bility for their maintenance. adjust.
H ——a = w~ However the board has de- They have also suggested certain routine maintenance pro-
# cided that where specific re- cedures:

sponsibility for damage can As for maintenance, washing with soap & water and hand

be determined it should be waxing them once or twice a year will do wondeFseat the

| paid for by the person causing finish like you would your car and it will look new for much

4 the damage. An example cited |onger than if you did nothingEven a spray wax would be

is if a homeowner has a guest petter than nothing.

who plowed down a mailbox We have seen boxes where the owner waxed them and boxes

the homeowner would be where they have not and the difference is nagid-day

billed on the assumption that The LHA asks homeowners

the guest will reimburse the cost. A more obvious situation oc- to remind their landscape peoyj

curred with the very first mail box casuality at the Eagle pub- not to use a whipype weed

' i sherds home. Mail man Tom pw@mnietaetie b&se df thd new

mailbox was damaged. On close examination it was clear it hagnailbox posts. The posts are

been hit by some vehicle with a very distinctive color of paint. metal and the constant whippir:

Glancing around the neighborhood it was obvious one of a sereach week can damage the JEp—

vice companies trucks had unknowingly hit the box. The com- baked on finish. i,

pany took quick responsibility and payed for the damages di- It is preferable to kill the :

rectly to the mailbox installation company. grass in a circular S

It seems where responsibility for the daf area around the

age cannot be determined the LHC will mal base of the mail-

the replacement. It is likely to be considereci /&

on a caséy-case basis. W
On another mailbox issue several homeo

ers have inquired about doors that seem to

open. The company that installed the boxe

M stone, and killing
# or removing the |
W weeds in it regu- ™

offers this advice: l larly.
S ©
Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor
/ Barbara is known for 30 Sandy Cove Rdd Siesta Key
providing exceptional ser- R , i
/;“. vice and professionalism,

along with creativity and

ienthusiasm A Sarasota
W . resident for over thirty
_ years and a past St. Ar-
mand's Circle business
» . owner, Barbara has been a
L=~ top producer with Michael
Saunders for over 10 years.

Communications and

determination are key to her success in every nego- Spacious 2 bedrooms plus den or 3 bedroom
t'r?t'(.)”' She ass;stﬁ hgme buyers and sellerls through ground floor with charming view of private lagoon
ngrll?etgcaaes of the dynamic Sarasota real estate and fountain, screened interior courtyard as well as
Barbara is consistently recognized for her achieve- expansive outdoor patio. Stones throw to gulf and
ments & the Michael Saunder's prestigious Master's private beach and fishing pier. Canine friendly.
Circle award, and 3-year recipient of the "Five Star Very tropical well run complex. $495,000
Best in Client Satisfaction" award.
Balrbara is past boarq member of the St. Ar- Michael Saunders & Company
mand's Merchant Association and the Junior League. . .
She is President of the New College Library Associa- St. Armands Circle Office
tion. Licensed Real Estate Broker

barbara@newhomeadvice.com 941.350.3743

©
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Man to Man - The Prostate Biopsy by An Anonymous Landin with A Landin Urologist

Hey guys, remember the numbers we used to talk about and You decide to set the date and get it out of the way. And,
compare? You know, the number of girls we'd dated, the horseres, a couple more weeks of anxiety; anxiety not just for the
power and displacement of our first "hot " car and budget fig- diagnosis but for the procedure. You leave the office with a
ures and profit margins when we entered the professional prescription for a massive dose of cautionary antibiotics to be
world? taken the night before and day of the procedure plus a few days

Chances are pretty good, if you've hit the big 65 or have an- following, an instruction sheet detailing the need to purchase
nual physicals those numbers are now blood pressure, choles-two Fleet type enemas one for the night before and one for the
terol and, of course, that ominous and sometimes scary Pros- day of the procedure. A Valium is optional, and not recom-

tate Specific Antigen, a.k.a the@SA number. mended if you do not have someone to drive you home.
The number is generally one among The good news is, at least by this man's
the many numbers your GP (now o account, the procedure is far less onerous,

awkward and uncomfortable than you ex-
pected; self application of the Fleets may be
the worst part of the experience.
The procedure itself begins with a physi-
cian's assistant arranging you comfortably
on your left side. Some entertainment, if
you want to call it that, is provided on the
blackandwhite screen sonogram in clear
view. The doctor comes in inserts the nec-
essary instruments and injects an anesthetic.
’ You are surprised to see the relatively long
the aging process. .PSA ele\{ation MaYour Doctor may provide you his view of the pr?’i‘,@?&!@ clearly on the sonogram screen but
also result, along with those interrup- eel virtually nothing. Moments later he
tions to a good night's sleep to make a quick rest stop. inserts a device which removes 12 small samples from the pros-
Then, one day at your annual GP visit the, the Dr., reading tate. You hear a sound resembling a staple gun announcing the
your test results, comments over the top of his glasses: "Your plucking and removal of each of the 12 samples. | felt virtually
PSA s at a 5.41 think we should test it again." nothing, though the sonogram showed the prostate move, react-
So begins a few months of tests and uncertainty! How you ing to each click indicating another sample was removed.
handle this is totally dependent on your personal nature, but, as Greatly relieved to have it completed, | found the 15 minute

there's a primitive term) Internist,

Family Practice Physician, or Primar
Care Provider orders up on the menu
your blood test. As long as it hovers a
4 or below you don't hear much abou
unless there is a surprisingly rapid in-
crease of more than .75 in a given ye

As many of us know firsthandper-

haps because of incessant, irritating
nonetheless informative TV commer-
cials- the prostate can enlarge as par,

they say, it caused me some angst! procedure virtually painless. Several friends describe the proce-
Here's the sequence: dure as painful. Perhaps | be
Appointment to retest your PSA with Primary Provider. previous biopsies. You may what to check to determine if your
Resulting phone call: fi Y o u physRi&8hAised the nsmbing shota bi t hi gh, the
thinks you to ought consult a urologist just to be safe. You wait for another four or five days anticipating the diag-
Some good luckyou're referred to a practice including a nosis. As it got closer to the end of the waiting | found it diffi-
fellow Landin! cult to be away from phone for very long. It rang early a week
You set an appointment for yet another PSA test. to the day of the biopsy. Caller ID identified the urologist office
It's a breeze, needle to the arm (by a very skilled lady) and calling so | answered: "good news or bad news?" A pleasant
leave a urine sampleevery trip to the urologist seems to re- voice with a smile on the other end answered simply "your
guire an on the spot urine sample.). prostate is awesome!" Appreciating her sense of humor, | did
Wait for 10 days for the result. still ask specifically if was all negative and she replied, "yes."

Result: "You're still at a 5. There are options according to the While certainly not the best way to spend 30 minutes on a
doctor. : "Keep an eye on the PSA, watch for further increasesyweekday morning | recommend, in a similar situation, going
test again later.” or "Go ahead with a biopsy now, that way = ahead with the biopsy. While some experienced some pain and
you'll know for sure.” You ask: "How accurate is the biopsy?" expected bleeding after the procedure I luckily had only minor
"It's the 'gold standard" he says, "but we still keep an eye on theleeding. Moreover, the slight discomfort is more than made up
PSA every six months just to be sure." for by peace of mind.
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R“SCI)RE l..lw Sandwicr): Specials

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT From our Delicious Menu
Open MonSat 7:30AM3:30 PM
Around the corner in the Landing8aza Drop By . ..
Landins -$1 off any Specialty Sandwich They Ch ange Da"y

Just bring in this Coupon!
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Starling Drive Resurfacing Complete
Starling Drive resurfacing, with the addition of a cement

on budget and only slightly over the expected completion date

A few complained of the in-
convenience but must most live
with the necessary detours ang
gate closings.

There was, and apparently
continues to be, some contro-
versy over who is responsible f
the small paved parking space;s
adjacent to Landings South unis.

The LMA position is the spaces where build and deeded to theg

condominium developers. Those associations should vote on
v and pay for paving those
AL T - & spaces. One association chose

l“ﬂ - v to, another didn't.

R B Stan Cramer of Landings
South VIl feels all those
Apocket
the responsibility of the LMA
and cites Green Book rules to
make his point. He also ques-
tions how the spaces are allo-
cated between Landing South
V and VI. He
Capo and the LMA Boardre very adept at pulling things out

of the "pocketlots'ar e in all probabil

Southwest Insurance Associates

When the summer is muggy
And you seek rest from the heat,
When insurance drives your buggy

; units. daor decks are fully
And premi umsg have youScrﬁer%(’]::ty‘féj
Maintenance f.ree living at its best.
That6s the time to calYyongorakind,

To cool off those rising fees
And hope save you some dough,
Put that increase in a freeze!

After a talk, what could be the worst?
To check if damage from a cloudburst
Would be a claim they would pay?

't 6s ti me Ttrightaway!l Ri c
Homeowner’s, Condo & Flood insurance

941-923-2925 or 1-877-547-8617
Rick@Southwest-Insurance-Associates.com
www.Sarasota-Insurance-Agent.com
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Your
Resident Real Estate Team

5112 FLICKER FIELD CIR $545,500

Designer updated 3 bedrooms, 2
bath Landings home featuring Ital-
ian ceramic floors throughout, up-
graded kitchen with wooden cabi-
netry, designer lighting, newer ap
pliances and granite counters.

Spacious family room with vaulteg
ceilings, wood burning fireplace a
French doors which lead to the
screened lanai and pool area. Bath-
rooms are updated with custom de-
siggeg yapities apd tife werk. New
paver tiles surround the newly re-
done pool. A newer roof and exteric
painting completes the package.

149'3 L ANDINGS LAKE DR $399,000

¥ This free standing expanded Tre
% House is different from the others
Architectural improvements create
more sq. footage and new rooms,
dining room...breakfast room...amP
iving room.

Walk up the stunning glass pan-

location, makmg the I|V|ng room lar-
ger. The fireplace has been redone
inside and out.

Custom Closets and 2 newer A/C

1666 PINTAIL WAY $275,000

Great lake views from this Port-
side Villa with 2 bedrooms plus glass
¥ enclosed lanai, 2 bath .
2 car garage.
Entire
surface
area is
. tiled. Cus- [§
om closets eain area in Kitchen, -
T

embership to Landings Racquet
included.. Square footage is 1600 p
floor plan.

Judy Greene » 941.350.0451 - JudyGreene@michaelsaunders com
Tara Lamb « 941.266.4873 - Taralamb@michaelsaunders.com
Michael & Company.

Laewnsed Roal Focate Mevdar
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Want Add Help Wanted Resident Opinion

Didnét expect to find a AwaimlkdgleBdiad: on the opinion pages di
you? Hopefully it got your attention. I know people were looking for suggestions for our gate

In March 2010 the current incarnationTie Landings Eagle  house.| was driving by the Bird Key gate house the other day
will begin is ninth year of publication. The support of our read- and noticed how it was paintetiwent back and took some
ers, the faithfulness of our advertisers and the forbearance of pictures.

the LMA, our partial underwriter, in not interfering with our They also
editorial freedom have all contributed to making the paper whathave indenta-
is today. tions, but the

Your publisherds | ife has chpanhchoices consi derably this past
ltds too early to know what mdkeitdoek changes may mean in tern
life style and living arrangements, but the need for a degree of so much
flexibility is certain. more appeal-

While | have no intention of giving uphe Eagleanytime ing. Also,
very soon it is time to seekthmawninGgapprenticed to assist in
nual 10 months of publication and who can take it over when are a very
the time comes. interesting

Qualifications are pretty simple. A modicum and writing and addition and
organizational ability; reasonable computer skills and willing- make the
ness to learn more; a reporter's curiosity about how things worgate house
and why things are the way they are; and an open mind to var-look even less like the entrance gate to a prison.

ied points of view. Sandy Goldman, Peregrine Point Way
If you or someone you know may be interested give me a call,
925-8559. IPS . R
Gettind It Off
Resident Opinion Where Landins Can Speak Anonymously
For the Eagle The Eagle prints items from

Landins without attribution as long
as they are not specific enough to

here not to have lhad any negligemerisedfatal accidents on _ identify individuals, addresses,
its r_oadways. Let's keep it that way. We have some suggestions, companies, etc. They are printed
for improved safety on our roadways. Wy [' ‘, as received except for minor editing
i i i i i0g- AW /_p'") to insure clarity.
Pedestrians should always face traffic while walking or jog (\ﬁw{@j, Sond to B
~

The Landings has been fortunate in the years we have lived
oI
)

ging. This safety rule, which many of us were taught as chil- tor@LandingsEagle.com. Your
dren, is frequently ignored here. It is even more important today name and phone number are re-
than in the past, with the quiet engines of many of today's cars. quired on the submission, but will
At night wear lightcolored clothing or carry a flashlight. not be printed.

The speed limit should be reduced from 25 to 15 mph. On LL 15 d /] b
Eagles Point Circle the speed limit used to be 10 mph. At that om a cg owner/lover, u
time speeders drove 15 to 20 mph. The speed limit was raised PEOPI€ not curb their dogs in the Landings. This is especially
to 15 mph. Now the speeders drive 20 to 25 mph. With the ~ tueinthe Carriage Housesvher e | have been

maximum Landings speed limit at 25 mph, speeders are drivingsvatci vThaerle II ste[:()jir? ngwly’owni y;r(?asnd ir?tr?e cc?mimgn a(rjegsa I
30 to 35 mph. Reducing the speed limit to 15 mph will keep " ’
most drivers within 25 mph. Speeders save only seconds, not PLEASET EVERYONE CURB YOUR DOGS. And for

minutes, in the Landings. Drivers from the main gate to Eagles ¢t N0s€ of ~you who think it does

Point Circle, staying within the speed limits, take, on average, d0€S- Common courtesy please.

two to three minutes. Speeders gain little and threaten us all. LJK
Establish and enforce rules for parked large commercial

vehicles. Orange cones should be used routinely behind them.

Where curves and blind spots are involved, we should insist on

flag persons.

I may be mistaken but... for the last month or so
there is a pile of... dead tree branches, pc piping, and other
dead vegetation on Landings Blvd. Can some one who placed
it there clean up this mess. | quite frankly disgusted...Thank

Following the above suggestions may keep tragedy from you.
striking this very special community. LL Rudeness to our helpful gatehouse attendants
Don and Bev Leidel, Eagles Point Circle should be simply out of bounds.

The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents. The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.

Editor and Publisher: Irwin Starr .
The Landings Eagle © Irwin Starr, 2009, Sarasota FL
Thanks this month to: Barbara Pendrell, Dick Lutz, Marilyn Newman, Ralph & Dee Ricapito, , Kevin Lechlitner, Jim Golthizeisler,
Scott Diamond, Leslie McLean, Toni Anthony, Dick Bayles, The Gulf Coast Business Review,, Bill Whitman, Joe Vendad)éiottige
Spelman, Jaime Colon, Scott Diamond, Henry Rhd@deBorgive us if we missed ydbut please let us know.




