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           LHA March Actions 

 

The March Homeownerôs Association meeting was brief and 

relatively uneventful. 

Judy Greene, already a board member, was 

elected Vice President by the board. The 

position is open due to Jim Goldmanôs resig-

nation. 

Despite several foreclosures, only three 

individual Landings  homeowners have not 

paid their 2009 assessment.  A few of the 

foreclosures were paid by the banks holding 

the properties.  The LHA has told each of the 

holdouts the result could be the assessment 

itself plus fees of over $250, plus possible 

penalties.  Two of the three holdouts have 

responded with a ñdo what you have to doò 

attitude. The LHA will resort to costly, but reimbursable, legal 

action if the monies are not forthcoming.  Ultimately the result 

could be liens on the properties. 

Some homeowners had been notified, as reported earlier, that 

it is the homeownerôs responsibility to maintain trimming of 

any trees restricting the distribution of light from streetlamps.  

However, it appears at least some of these were trimmed at the 

LMAôs expense.  How this came about is still being investi-

gated. 

One board member pointed out one home had been painted a 

totally new color without the prior approval of the board as 

required by the covenants.  Whether or not the new color is 

acceptable is not the issue.  

The concern is the property 

owner, who failed to obtain 

approval on other construc-

tion and landscaping mat-

ters at an earlier date, once 

again failing to seek prior 

approval.  The owner will 

be asked to explain the ac-

tions to the board and may 

be subject to a fine. 

Several other landscaping, 

painting and roofing re-

quests sailed through the 

approval process without 
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Your next issue of The 

Landings Eagle  should 

arrive about  

May 1 Keep in touch at: 
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LMA March Actions 
A request by residents of The Cloisters emphasizes the com-

plexity of the legal status of various portions of The Landings.  

They have requested the LMA take over responsibility for 

maintenance of the traffic island in The Cloisters.  This would, 

however, be an exception to how islands are currently handled.  

Currently the LMA is responsible for islands only on roads the 

LMA owns.  They do not own Cloister roads.  They do, how-

ever, maintain them under a negotiated agreement resulting 

from threatened legal action a number of years ago. Landscape 

Committee Chair Ben Mayne suggests The Cloisters may well 

be better off maintaining it themselves since not all islands are 

planted every year.  The board will consider the matter at a fu-

ture meeting after The Cloisters formally present their request.  

If you are among those experiencing occasional difficulties 

with opening  the north or south gates ï the answer is in the 

sunshine.   When the sun is at a certain angle to the gateôs sen-

sor, usually when it is low on the horizon and the decal on your 

vehicle is at a certain level the sensor will not pick up your 

code.   It usually occurs in only one 15-20 period daily. You 

may be able to activate the gate by driving further to the right or 

left.  Bill Whitman, Security and Safety Committee Chair,  is 

working with the supplier to provide some type of sun shield.  

Howard Feltman  asked for, and was granted, time to present 

petitions  signed, he says, by 116 property owners  expressing 

the view that LMA should permanently endorse the provisions 

of Paragraph 29, as they interpret them. The original petition 

was published, as a paid advertisement, in The Eagle.   It can be 

read at www.LandingsEagle.com.  He then read a statement  

expressing his personal comments on the subject.  When asked, 

he indicated it did not necessarily express the feelings of the 

petition signers.  It can be reviewed on page 4.  Treasurer Rich-

ard Bayles, in an article on page 2, details alleged errors in sev-

eral of the assumptions of the petition. 
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New LHA V.P. 
Judy Greene 

http://www.LandingsEagle.com
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Marianne Men c hinger  
                 Custom Painting , Inc. 
 

 ǒ  228-8034 ǒ 
  Licensed & Insured  
 

 

Reliable, Professional, Courteous 

Free Estimates 

April brings fools, we know. 

Thereôs many about, ainôt that so? 

When you buy insurance youôre smart 

To let a professional do his part. 
 

To assess what you have to insure 

Against losses & damage youôd endure. 

Your home is insured against fire 

If itôs not done correctly will cause ire. 
 

So let me sit with you to discuss. 

It can be done without much of a fuss. 

No longer an April fool youôd be 

When you insure your home or condo with me! 

 

LMA Treasurer Discussed Ownerôs Petition 
by Dick Bayles, Secretary/Treasurer, The Landings Management Association, Inc. 

The petition recently submitted to the Board of Directors of 

The Landings Management Association, entitled ñPetition: 

Wasteful Spending Landings,ò was dated in August of 2008.  

The circulators of that petition claim that it has been signed by 

116 residents of The Landings, although there is no indication 

of when the signatures were obtained. 

In an attempt to convince residents to sign the petition, the 

circulators made several misstatements of fact and made projec-

tions for future expenditures that have no basis. 

MISSTATEMENT: ñThe plan includes a future walking 
path for Landings residents and outside visitors. The initial cost 

is estimated between $24,000 to $30,000.ò 

FACT: The plan approved by the LMA Board of Directors 

does NOT include a walking path either for residents or 

ñoutside visitors.ò  The only path planned for the Eagles Nest 

Area (ñENAò) is the existing eaglesô nest observation path. 

The Board has approved a plan for remediation of the ENA 

that comprises removal of exotic and non-native species of 

plants and trees, the removal of dead or dying native trees and 

replanting with native species.  This is a three-year project 

budgeted at $10,000 per year starting in 2009. 

I must point out the history of spending on the ñnatural areasò 

in The Landings, including the ENA: 2005: $20,000; 2006: 

$12,000; 2007: $31,000; 2008: $12,000 and, budgeted for 2009, 

$17,000.  This does not include the slightly over $50,000 spent 

in the ENA in 2007/8 to eliminate the drainage problems for 

some homeowners affected by runoff from the ENA.  The 2009 

budgeted amount is consistent with the amounts spent in the 

preceding 5 years. 

MISSTATEMENT: ñThe cost of maintenance has not been 
established, but our estimate would be $20,000 to $25,000 an-

nually.ò 

FACT: The annual maintenance of the ENA, consisting pri-

marily of mowing four times a year, is estimated at $1,500.  

This amount was known and discussed at board meetings be-

fore the date of the petition. 

MISSTATEMENT: ñLMA projects cost of $180,000 for 
new gatehouse. It is likely that this cost will increase signifi-

cantly.ò 

FACT: The gatehouse project came in at $188,000 (a 4.3% 

increase) due to Sarasota County impact fees unforeseen by the 

architect and contractor. 

The Board did approve a $125 special assessment to fund the 

remainder of the gatehouse project in 2008, but lowered the 

assessment for 2009 by $101 for a total difference over the two 

years of $24 ï a 1.1% increase ï far less than the rise in the cost 

of living for the period. 

MISSTATEMENT: ñThe infrastructure of the Landings is 
aging and major maintenance and replacement will be required 

as evidenced by the new entrance gate building.ò 

FACT: The infrastructure ñownedò by the LMA comprises 
the two Gatehouses, the roads, and trees and lighting of the 

islands.  The north gatehouse is admittedly in a state of disre-

pair.  A plan for its future will be included in the 2010 budget 

but I donôt anticipate that it will involve significant expense. 

STATEMENT: ñThe Landings has hurricane vulnerability 
and does not have adequate reserve funds.ò 

FACT: Of the ñinfrastructureò addressed in the previous 
point, the only structure of value is the Main Gatehouse, which 

was built to current hurricane standards.  The claim of inade-

quate reserve funds is incorrect.  In addition to property insur-

ance, as of the end of January 2009, the LMA had $115,598 of 

reserve funds ï more than adequate for any uninsured damage 

to our two structures, and the roads, trees and related lighting. 

There is a continuing effort by the LMA Board to lower costs 

in all areas of its responsibility.  I donôt consider any expendi-

ture authorized or contemplated by the Board to be considered 

the ñWasteful Spendingò claimed by the circulators of the peti-

tion. 
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Bermuda style townhome in gated community on 

north end of Siesta Key. Deeded dock & lift for 30ft. 
boat. Home has 3 bedrooms en suite plus den/media 

room, library with built in book shelves plus 2 balco-
nies overlooking lagoon and fountain. Very tropical 

view. Southern exposure.  

The Flyboys  by Don Smally 

 

 

 
 

 

7676 Midnight Pass Road  - $1,100,000  

941.350.3743    barbara@newhomeadvice.com  
Michael Saunders & Company 

Siesta Key Office 
Licensed Real Estate Broker 

                                                         
   

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Barbara C. Dumbaugh, CSP, Realtor 

Fabulous, charming, sophisticated home on beau-

tiful Heron Lagoon. French provincial flair. Expan-
sive rooms for entertaining. French doors from liv-

ing and dining room open onto oversized deck with 
tropical setting and gracious old oak trees. Fishing, 

kayaking and bird watching will fill your days.   

3912 Hamilton Club Circle  #402 - $875,000 

The group got together on March 4 and enjoyed the 
discussion and presentation They were: J.J. Frey, Jack 
Greyson, Len Gumley, Tom Halbert, Ed Handelman, 
Pat Mailhouse, Bob Nann, Steve Marcinko. Craig 
Schwabach, Dick Stevenson, Fred Tiemann, and your 
reporter.  Our guest was Mike Burns. 
Len Gumley displayed a copy of a letter to the pilot and 
copilot of the airliner that made a forced landing in the 
Hudson River.  The letter was from the National World 

War II Glider Pilots Association and names the men Honorary Members of the 
Associationðthey did glide the plane to a landing.  This honor has also been 
bestowed on astronauts who glide space ships to landings.  The Association was 
honored to receive the reply to the right, handwritten by the co-pilot of safely 
landed Flight 1549. 

Mike is a Viet Nam war hero who was shot down over North Viet Nam and 
was a prisoner for FIFTY SIX MONTHS!  He told us of the terrible conditions in 
the Hanoi Hilton and other prisons that he was confined in.  He and his pilot 
ejected from an F 4 bomber and parachuted safely to ground only to be captured 
by the Viet Cong.   He and others were kept in caves and huts for long periods 
then transported to different places periodically, and finally to Hanoi.  Usually 
the prisoners were kept three to a cell with little or no sanitary facilitiesðthey 
learned to use a series of taps to converse with prisoners in other cells, finding 
out names, where they were from and where and how they were captured.  It was 
a miserable and unforgettable experience, and we owe Mike and the others our 
deepest respect for their service in an unpopular war. 

J. J. Frey showed a video of the many early aircraft that have been fitted with 
EDO floatsðhe was associated with this company for many years.  It was amaz-
ing to see the variety of planes that were shown with floats. 

Join us for more flying talk, at noon at the Racquet Club on the first Wednes-
day of every monthðyou donôt have to be an former or present, airman.  Bring 
your sandwich and have a lot of fun  

mailto:barbara@newhomeadvice.com
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Plantings on the large traffic island on Landings Blvd. near 

the Treehouses have been completed.  Work on relighting the 

island is underway.  No further major island landscape projects 

are planned this budget year.  

The board is considering procedures for seeking competitive 

bids for the engineer work on Landings roads.   

Fountains on North Lake (1) are under repair and adjustment.  

Lakes Chair Jerry McFadden assured the board there is no wa-

ter waste from our fountains as they are all of the recirculation 

type.  

Strategic Planning chair Henry Rhodes stated the community 

survey should be completed by the end of March. 

Several members of the audience expressed concern over 

lack of street lighting in certain areas and lack of white lines 

along the edges of roads. Rhodes indicated this is a subject one 

of the Strategic Planning subcommittees is looking into.  

'ƏKL@Ɛ eqnl o`fd1) 

Feltman Delivers Petition of LMA 
 
Howard Feltman, an early opponent and leader of the group 

opposing further development of the Eagles Nest Area, pre-
sented his petition to the LMA at the March meeting.  The peti-
tion, as published as a paid advertisement in the Landings Ea-
gle October 2008, can be read in its entirety at:  

www.LandingsEagle.com.   
Look in ñPast Issuesò for the October 2008 issue, page 18.   
When presenting the petition to the board he read the state-

ment below.  It is being reprinted here in its entirety as a cour-
tesy.  

   After hearing the statement The Eagle queried  Mr. 
Feltman whether  this statement reflected the views of each of 
the petition signers (as suggested by the use of ñweò). He al-
lowed as how these were his comments on the situation.  

 

LMA MEETING MARCH 5, 2009 

1. This petition we are presenting, with 116 landings residents' sig-

natures, represent a cross section of the community from virtually 

ALL ASSOCIATIONS. The petition urges the LMA to limit expen-

ditures to maintenance and projects that are absolutely necessary. 

In essence this petition states that wasteful spending should be elimi-

nated in view of the very troubled economic environment, and the 

continuous maintenance needs of our 28 year old community. 

2. The removal of exotic growth, and replacement with Flor-

ida vegetation is environmentally sound and should con-

tinue, and we compliment the Board for taking this action. 

3. We are concerned with the Landscaping Committee plan to spend 

$30,000 in the Eagle Reserve over the next three years plus an unde-

termined amount for maintenance.. What are we trying to accom-

plish in the Eagle Reserve by spending this large amount of money? 

Are we duplicating the Nature Trail we already have? THAT IS 

WASTEFUL!  
4. We are further concerned with the stated mission of the newly 

formed Ecological and Environmental Committee to put forward 

"OPEN ACCESS TO THE EAGLES NEST AREA." 

5. We would like to remind you that in 1978 the Sarasota County 

Commissioners, in a proclamation, approved the Landings Developer 

to develop cluster housing and single dwellings in the Landings 

subject to 16 stipulations. One of the stipulations was the creation 

of an eagles ónesting site reserve area. In compliance with the Com-

missioners proclamation the original Landings covenants, in Para-

graph 29, prohibited open access to the area with the exception of a 

viewing area.. 

6. For the record, I volunteered to serve on the Strategic Planning 

Committee and two other committees, so that the Adjacent Home-

owners would have fair representation. All of my applications were 

 

 

EAT IN OR TAKE OUT 
Open Mon-Sat  7:30AM-3:30 PM 

Around the corner in the Landings Plaza 
Landins  -$1 off any Specialty Sandwich 

Just bring in this Coupon! 

Serving The Landings Since 1994  òAlways In Good Tasteó 925-3955  Fax: 926-0066 

 

Check out the Fabulous Corkscrew Menu  

 

Lite Plate -  Chicken or tuna salad on bed of lettuce with to-
mato, cucumber and onionéééééééééééé... $5.19  
 

The Vineyard -  Melt in your mouth pastra­mi, Swiss cheese, 
coleslaw, and 1000 island dressing on ryeéééééé.. $6.39 

 

The Vermont -  Smoked turkey, cheddar cheese, lettuce, to-
mato, green pepper and honey mustard dressing in a whole 
wheat tortillaééééééééééééééééé... $5.99 

incident. 

Homeowners are reminded visible storm shutters and window 

coverings must be removed after hurricane season.  This in-

cludes the plastic overlay type of protection.  More obvious 

'ƏKG@Ɛ eqnl o`fd1) 

rejected by the chairmen, based on a "Quota " system. Interesting! 

The ADJACENT HOMEOWNERS OF THE EAGLES NEST 

AREA DO NOT HAVE A VOICE IN THE STRATEGIC PLAN-

NING FOR THE FUTURE OF THE LANDINGS. 

7. WE FEEL THAT WE ARE DELIBERATELY LEFT OUT OF 

THE PROCESS! 
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Editorial   Resident Opinion   

IPS 
 

Weôve followed the activities of the LMA Strategic plan-

ning committee over the past several months, as we  

hope you have through reports in the Eagle.  

Yes, we have a vested interest.  Through the efforts of 

our late columnist, Fritz Drybrough, the original 

ñbrainstorming sessions ñ began several years ago. They 

brought rapid and positive amenities to the Landings. 

Several years later the LMA formalized the idea by es-

tablishing the Long Term Strategy committee and assign-

ing  Henry Rhodes. an energetic relative newcomer to the 

Landings, to chair the  effort. 

On the surface one would think setting up such a com-

mittee was an easy call, making a lot of sense for deter-

mining the future of an almost 30 year old, exclusive 

gated community. But our observations suggest such a 

call is not without controversy.  There are those in the 

community who subscribe to a ñdonôt rock the boatò phi-

losophy.  They prefer not facing any improvements that 

may bring controversy, change or possibly an increase in 

expenses for the LMA, which might increase in our com-

paratively low annual fee of just over $1000, far less than 

many gated communities. 

We commend the LMA board and President Bob Capo 

for a gutsy, progressive move in setting up the Long Term 

Strategy committee and Henry Rhodes for grabbing the 

opportunity to muster community participation as we have 

not seen in our almost 12 years in The Landings. 

Soon we will begin to see recommendations from the 

various committees studying their views of potential 

changes and improvements. 

The recommendations are likely to be broad and varied.  

Some will be simple, non-controversial and easily imple-

mented.  Others will be complicated, possibly costly and 

likely controversial. 

It is our hope these ñideasò will be welcome and open to 

public discussion ï not with the assumption they will all be 

implemented, but will  be considered and evaluated. 

Keep an open mind and participate in the community 

dialogue ï perhaps the greatest benefit of the LMAôs will-

ingness to establish it. 

The Landings Eagle is published monthly, in season, partially funded by the Landings Management Association & Landings Racquet 
Club, but is independently edited and reported by Landings residents.  The Landings Eagle is a Florida LLC.  
  

Editor and Publisher:  Irwin Starr   Associate:  Ms. Charlie Valentine. 
The Landings Eagle  © Irwin Starr, 2008, Sarasota FLThanks this month to:  Barbara Pendrell,  Dick Lutz, Marilyn Newman, Ralph & Dee  

Ricapito, Chris Cook ,  Kevin Lechlitner, Carl Zeisler,  Scott Diamond, Leslie McLean, Toni Anthony, Lee & Linda Morgenlander, Dick Bayles, 
Don Smally, Bill Whitman,  Gordon Garrett,  Joe Venezia, Al Weeks, Dorothy Spelman, Howard Feltman, Larry Spelman, Charlie Valentine, Tia 

Tallman, Malcolm H. Van Dyke II, Bob Greenfield, Scott Diamond,  Henry Rhodes, Katy Leidel.  ð Forgive us if we missed youðbut please let us 
know. 

Dear Landings Eagle Editor:  I have read and re-read the 

letter to the editor in Marchôs issue from David Jacaruso, and 

also many of the articles in previous issues leading up to this 

date.  I have to say, I was a bit shocked at the tone of the letter, 

having known Irwin Starr for many years through his service to 

the Landings.  Mr. Jacaruso brought up many points of journal-

ism, some of which may be quite valid.  However, sometimes 

an analysis of a situation depends upon which seat you are sit-

ting in, and his seat is overlooking the ENA.  Overall, I think 

our editor has presented a relatively balanced view, and cer-

tainly, a few adjectives for or against will not decide an entire 

issue for most people.  In this situation, I think they are looking 

at the dollars involved, and who benefits and who does not.  

Where 17 homes stand to benefit from the largesse produced 

from the other 680+ resident properties.  

Be that as it may, for or against, as a Landin and as the Ea-

gle editor, Irwin has produced a magnificent subdivision news-

letter, replete with worthy news, local color, data about events, 

budgets, personnel, some opinion, photos, maps, and even in-

formative advertising.  He toils long and hard to make each 

issue complete and up to date.  He personally visits most meet-

ings and events that are held here, to be able to report the find-

ings back to those of us who generally donôt have the will to get 

out of our homes to attend these, even though they affect our 

living situations. 

He produces this fine example of neighborhood reporting 

and also organizes and hosts an excellent website ï all for the 

benefit of us Landins.  We are lucky to have such an addition to 

our community.  And so is Mr. Jacaruso, who can write such a 

negative letter, and still get it published. 

Richard Greene, 1733 Pine Harrier Circle 

 

To the editor.  

This is an appeal to all principals involved in the future re-

paving of Starling Drive.       

The south and east sections have a crack where the road 

meets the driveways or parking areas. This is almost certainly 

the result of improper original construction. The defect in most 

instances runs parallel to and on the border of Starling and the 

intersecting driveways or within a half foot on either side. I 

would assume that when it is on the border or the road itself, it 

will be resurfaced.  

My concern is that when it is just inside the parking areas, 

often by inches, it will not be repaired. I hope that those who 

plan the repaving address this issue. It would be a pity not to fix 

a problem that ultimately would cost far more.  

Gary Warren,  Starling Drive 

 

Dear Fellow Landings Dog Owners,  

  

Several times a month I walk my lab, Grouper, along our 

lovely Nature Trail.  However, recently, it has been not so 
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Guest Commentary 

 
 

Eagle Submission Policies 
 

   Resident Opinion and Guest Commentary are intended for use by Landings residents. Exceptions may be made for matters of importance to 
Landings residents.    Anonymous letters are acceptable only in the Off My Chest feature and are subject to the guidelines of that feature. Personal 
attacks  not acceptable. 

Eagle Obituary Policy 
We carry obituary notices of any Landings resident at the request of a relative or close friend.  Please supply a good quality picture (it can be returned) 
and appropriate copy - which may be edited. If received by the 12th of the month it will appear the following month.  There is no charge.  

  All Submissions    
   Submissions to The Eagle should be in writing, typed and e-mailed, if possible, to insure accuracy.  All material  must be clearly identified with a 
contact person and phone number for verification or elaboration. 
   Addresses and phone numbers will not be published without authorôs permission. 
   Opinions expressed in  creative work, cartoons, personal commentary, letters or Off My Chest  are the opinions of the author, and not  necessarily 
The Eagle.  By-lined reporter material is subject to editing for accuracy and lack of bias. 
   All submissions are subject  to editing. Submissions due by the 2nd Wednesday of the month. 
   Submit to: E-Mail:  LandingsEagle@comcast.net   Mail: The Landings Eagle,   5164 Kestral Park Terrace, Sarasota FL 34231 Phone: (941) 925-8559  

Where  Landins Can  Speak 
Anonymously  

  

   The Eagle  prints items from 
Landins without attribution as long 
as they are not specific enough to 
identify individuals, addresses, 
companies, etc.   They are printed 
as received except for minor edit-

ing to insure clarity.  
  Send to Editor@LandingsEagle.com. Your name and phone 

number are required on the submission, but will not be printed. 
 

NO COMMENTS THIS MONTH 

EAGLES NEST AREA é WHATôS NEXT? 
By Larry Fleming 

After several years of ongoing discussion, the stalemate con-

tinues.  Seventeen homeowners living around the Eagles Nest 

Area have petitioned LMA to forever relinquish rights to decide 

upon the best use of the property.  In fact, the homeowners con-

tend LMA has no such rights, even though LMA owns the Ea-

gles Nest Area.  These property owners hired a law firm to ren-

der an opinion about acceptable usage of the tract.  LMA also 

hired a law firm to obtain an opinion.  As might be expected, 

the lawyers disagree. 

Some of the adjacent property owners are concerned about 

LMAôs ñwasteful spendingò in regard to improving the ENA.  

These property owners, however, have endorsed removing the 

exotic vegetation banned by the county and replanting the re-

moved Pepper Trees, Strangler Vines, Muscatine Grapes, Poi-

son Ivy, etc. with Native Florida Vegetation. 

I have long been a vocal proponent of restoring the ENA to a 

natural Florida environment, and have espoused that position 

dating back to the very first meeting of the committee formed 

by LMA to study the matter.  So this is a topic about which I 

clearly cannot claim to be a neutral and unbiased observer.  On 

the other hand, because of my early involvement, I believe that 

I understand the dynamics of the current stalemate better than 

most. 

There is no question that people on both sides of the ENA 

issue are well motivated and sincere in their beliefs.  But it 

seems to me that, at this point in time at least, it is in everyoneôs 

best interest to stop arguing about what should/can be done 

with the ENA at some indeterminate time in the future.  To 

date, there has been no wasteful spending.  Every penny spent 

has been in accord with the universally accepted decision to 

remove exotics and replant with desirable trees and shrubs.  

Nothing is under consideration by LMA that would expand the 

existing crude path to an Eagles Observation Area.  If and when 

LMA votes to go beyond what EVERYONE has agreed to, 

there may be a need to resolve the issues in court.  That time 

may or may not ever come.  But the time is not now! 

The Landings Eagle has covered this unfolding saga from the 

beginning.  Virtually everything that has occurred, or even been 

discussed, has been printed for all to see.  Not withstanding one 

individualôs complaint about biased journalism, both sides of 

the issue have seen the light of day. All materials previously 

printed in The Eagle are still available in their entirety on the 

Eagle Website.  In accord with journalism ethics, the editor of 

The Eagle has confined his personal opinions to editorials on 

the topic, which have been few and far between.  He has never 

engaged in demeaning commentary, even though he has been 

made a target of such commentary.  I urge readers to visit the 

Eagle Website and review the long history of the ENA contro-

versy.  Having done that, make your own determination as to 

whether the subject has been covered fairly. 

As of today, there is nothing to argue about.  LMA has not 

gone beyond what the folks living around the ENA have agreed 

is proper.  Nor has LMA abandoned its obligations as steward 

of the property.  If there is to be argument, I hope it can be post-

poned until there is something to argue about.  And, if that time 

comes, I am hopeful the arguments will be made in a manner 

respectful of people on both sides of the issue. 

The title of this article poses a question.  It would surely be 

welcomed by most Landins if the answer to that question is 

TRUCE. 

Larry Fleming 

Resident Opinion  (continued) 

lovely because of the many "piles" left by other dogs.  I do my 

"good deed for the day" by picking them up using the plastic 

bag that I bring to pick up after Grouper.  But last time I 

stopped counting after picking up 12!   

 Come on, you all.  You wouldn't want Grouper to dump in 

your own yard, so please pick up after your dogs in our shared 

yard.  And if you think this doesn't apply to you because your 

dog is little and that their "contribution" is somehow less visible 

or unpleasant to all - think again.  Let's show respect for each 

other and keep all of the Landings as clean and neat as we can 

for the enjoyment of everyone. 

 Thanking you in advance for your cooperation. 

 Ginny Hitchcock, Peregrine Point Court 

Strategist Planning  
Committee Announcements  

 

As part of the Strategic Planning Committee's work, a Govern-
ment and Neighborhood Business Relations Project Team has 
been established. . 

 The goal of this team is to develop improved and proactive 
relations and communications with our local and state govern-
ment leaders and the Landings Shopping Center businesses. 

 Relative to the government leaders, as we meet with leaders 
like Florida House of Representative Keith Fitzgerald and 
County Commissioner Nora Patterson, School Board members, 
et. al., the team would like to convey your thoughts and needs 
as they relate to Landings issues.  

 Please pass them along to any committee member (Ginny 
Hitchcock, Don Leidel, Carol MacAllister-Chiarella, Irwin 
Starr or Karl Maggard). Thank you. 

PLEASE SUBMIT YOUR SURVEY RESPONSES AS 

SOON AS POSSIBLE. 
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Bill MyersðUnsung Hero 
 

For the 

past 15 

years, The 

Community 

Foundation 

and the Wil-

son-Wood 

Foundation 

have been 

proud to 

present the 

Unsung 

Hero 

Awards, 

providing public recognition to ordinary citizens who serve their 

neighborhoods and/or communities in extraordinary ways. 

   Landin Bill Myers is one of three recipients this year.  For 

10 years, Bill volunteered in the Guardian Ad Litem program, 

which brought him to McIntosh Middle School where he is a de­

voted Teacher's Aide to students who have failed the reading 

portion of Florida's FCAT. He provides rewards such as iPods 

and gift cards with a no-nonsense approach to behavior and 

achievement. 

   Bill works one-on-one with students who have emotional, be-

havioral, or learning prob-

lems, encouraging improved 

reading scores and respect-

ful behavior. With Helene, 

his wife of 53 years at his 

side, he is always looking 

forward to the next adven-

ture. 

  He is the product of a 

Quaker boarding school and 

says it is obvious that the 

Quaker ethic took root. After 

working in the family busi-

ness of luxury leather goods 

and Hallmark stores 

throughout New England, he 

retired to Sarasota in 1992. 

   A lifelong mast & boom 

sailor, Bill immediately 

joined the Coast Guard 

Auxiliary where he teaches 

the basic boating safety 

course. He ran the Mote 

Marine gift shop for 5 years, 

and has taught literacy to 

inmates at First Step. An avid 

pilot, he also flew many An-

gel Flights and taught avia-

tion history at Manatee 

Community College. 

  The Eagle congratulates 

Bill.  

Support Eagle  

Advertisers  

 

  

KUDOS 

Siesta CofC Honors Charlie Valentine 
 

  The Siesta Key Chamber of Commerce 

threw a party for Landin Charlie Valentine, 

retiring Chamber Executive Director, .   

  Charlieôs interest in the Chamber began 

as the founding Sales Director of The 

Landings Eagle.  She recognized not only 

Siesta Keyôs unique position as a Sarasota 

travel destination but its potential as shop-

ping destination for full and part-time 

Sarasotans.  

  After joining the Chamber, Charlie served 

as a volunteer, then a board member, then 

President of the board.  After the previous 

Executive Director left the board asked 

Valentine to take on running the Siesta Chamber fulltime. The 

Chamber gained an Executive and The Eagle lost its Sales Di-

rector.  She left the position March 1 for health considerations.  

An Attitude of Gratitude plaque was 

ñPresented in Appreciation of Continu-

ing Dedication, Inspiration and Leader-

ship.ò 

The party was held at The Siesta Vil-

lage Café with the gracious support of 

Siesta 

busi-

nesses 

and 

loving 

friends:   

The Village Cafe - Tom & 

Kay Kouvatsos, "Pops" and 

your entire wait staff;  The Bro-

ken Egg - Bob Kirscher, 

Captain Curt's Crab & Oyster 

Bar - Brad Stewart, Daiquiri 

Deck/Speakeasy - Russell 

Matthes, Crescent Beach 

Grocery - Nancy Connelly & 

Bill Singleton, Cafe Gabbi-

ano - Peter & Susan Migliac-

cio, Mattison's Forty-One - 

Paul & Brian Mattison, Sun-

coast Web Services - Jim & 

Wendy Shurtleff, The Write 

Stuff - Jane Phelan, Notary-To-Go - Jennifer Blanco, Hyatt 

Siesta Key Beach - Aimee Holmes.  Jane Phelan and the Cham-

ber staff Mike Duffy and Debbie Houze organized the event. 

Sarasota County Commis-
sioner Nora Patterson and 
Honoree Charlie Valentine 

Valentine accepts   
honor.  

Kay Kouvatsos & Charlie 
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